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ABSTRACT
OTTOMAN CORSAIRS IN THE WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN AND
THEIR PLACE IN THE OTTOMAN-HABSBURG RIVALRY (1505-1535)
Girkan, Emrah Safa

M.A., Department of History
Supervisor: Halil nalc k

June 2006

This thesis analyses the political deeds of the Ottoman comsdine Western
Mediterranean between the years, 1505 and 1535. It tries to evélemtplace in the
broader framework of the European politics of the time. It aims nalyae the
perception of the both sides of the international struggle for theemy&riod, namely
that of the Habsburgs and the Ottomans. Neither the preferenttes ddécision-makers
of two sides, nor the power and effectiveness of the corsairesiéblished in the
Western Mediterranean is immune to reconsideration for each pmn@ied. Hence,
both issues are tried to be discussed by calculating the chdoagjsnces of power as
the division into three chapters also proves. In order to do that, in thisl g the
struggle of the 18 century Europe in which not only the Ottomans and the Habsburgs,
but also all major or minor powers of the era were forcedki® s&des; we should not
only analyze how Khayr al-Din Barbarossa rose to prominence texteamt that he

could achieve the rank of a Kaptan- Derya, but also the reactibe sfrongest ruler of



Western Mediterranean and of the Catholic World against this growing imperta

Key Words: The Ottoman Empire, the Habsburg Dynasty, Arudj Reis Khayr al-
Din Pasha, Barbarossa, Charles V, Sileyman the Magnificent, Ottomarabsburg

Rivalry, Algiers, Tunis, Kaptan- Derya.



OZET
BATI AKDEN Z'DE OSMANLI KORSANLI | VE OSMANLI-HABSBURG
REKABET NDEK YER (1505-1535)
Girkan, Emrah Safa

Yuksek Lisans, Tarih Bolumu
Tez Yoneticisi: Halil nalc k

Haziran 2006

Bu tez, 1505 ve 1535 y llar aras nda Osmanl korsanlar n n Baterikutieki
siyasi faaliyetlerini konu almaktadr. Zamann avrupa siyasetinindaha geni
cercevesinde bu korsanlar n yerini saptamaya maktadr. Ele al nan dénemdeki
uluslaras miucadelenin iki taraf nn, yani Habsburg ve Osmanlr kaexcilerinin
korsanl nas| alglad n analiz etmek amac ndad r. Ne iki taraf n karar mericiier
oncelikleri, ne de Bat Akdeniz'de kurulan korsan egemenfi gucu ve etkinlii, ele
al nan her donem icin yeniden daelendirmeden mu’'af dddir. Bu sebeble, her iki
mevzu, bu tezin t¢ bélime ayr Imas n n da kan tlayagii, de i en gi¢ dengelerinin
hesaba katlmasyla atrimaya cal lacaktr. Bunu baarmak icin, 16. yuzyl
Avrupas 'n n, sadece Osmanllar ve Habsburglar ildeglonemin irili ufakl butin
kuvvetlerini taraf almaya zorlayan bir micadelenin bu evresindeeddin Paa’n n
nas| Osmanl mparatorluu’'nda Kaptan- Deryala yukselebilecek kadar 6nem

kazand n aratrmann yansra, Bat Akdeniz'in ve Katolik Dinyas’'nn en giicl



hikimdar n n bu artan dneme go6stertiepkiyi incelemek gerekmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Osmanl mparatorlu u, Habsburg Hanedan, Oru¢ Raeis,

Hayreddin Pa a, Barbaros, Beinci Karl, Kanuni Sultan Stleyman, Osmanl -

Habsburg Rekabeti, Cezayir, Tunus, Kaptan- Derya.
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“Bella gerant alii, tu felix austria nube”

INTRODUCTION

The Rise of a New World Power: The Habsburgs

The Ottoman Empire had already reached to the status of d pasler in the
sixteenth century when a new dynasty in the West rose to prominkEiawing been
founded in the marches of North-western Anatolia, Ottomans had sedcee a
gradual but steady expansion. In the first half of the fourtemmitury, they had already
succeeded to consolidate their position in the Bithynia region, soupaetnof the
Marmara Sea to the detriment of the Byzantine Empire. Indbensl half of the same
century, Ottoman forces were in Europe. In a short period of timgawer of this
small principality grew ostensibly to the extent that byehd of the century, they were
the most powerful state both in the Balkan Peninsula and Asia Miespite a set-back
caused by the defeat of 1402 against the armiiratir (r. 1370-1405), their expansion
could not be contained. Ambitious and young Ottoman Simmed II(r. 1451-1481)
would conquer the capital of the Roman Empire in 1453. Even though the expansion
was halted during the reign Blayezid Il(r. 1481-1512), his intrepid soravuz Sultan
Selim (r. 1512-1520) would succeed in conquering the entire Eastern Anatalia a

Fertile Crescent with one coup.



Sixteenth century Europe witnessed the rise of a new dynastyestern
Europe. It is hard to speculate the peculiarities of this powerhwiad been enhanced
gradually thanks to a combination of diplomatically arranged ohyaastical marriages.
The Habsburg Dynasty had already been holding the title of “HolyaRdamperor” for
three generations wheaximilian | (r. 1493-1519) died in 1519. The first of the
Habsburg Emperors was the puRydolf I (r. 1273-1291) who was elected due to its
feebleness, since it was calculated that he would not tmpose the central authority
on the princes of the empire whose loose structure allows for autondocaupolitical
bodies. There would be other Habsburg dukes who were elevated tqp#ralrithrone:
Rudolf 111 (r. 1306-7)Albert I (r. 1298-1308) anéfrederick I(r. 1325-1330). Habsburgs
had further consolidated their situation in the empire whibert Il (r. 1438-1439) was
crowned emperor. From that day forward, Habsburgs succeedeédi® @ line of
succession in the imperial office. Albert’s derederick 11 (r. 1440-1493) and grandson
Maximilian | would also inherit the throne.

The power of the Habsburgs was not actually relying on the Empitke
sixteenth century. On the contrary, it may be assumed that themsothlat the empire
was facing presented a distraction for the family in theieigm policy. The gradual
expansion of Habsburg family was due to a clever diplomacy ohedigabased on royal
marriages.

Maximilian I, at the time of his father’'s emperorship, wasriad with the most
promising bride of Europe: The heiress of the Duchy of Burguxidyy of Burgundy(r.
1477-1482). The duchy was the strongest and richest in all duchiesageE Once a

kingdom, Burgundian dominions were divided between the West Carolingiarh@nd t



East Carolingian kingdoms. It would be a part of the French wgaln wherPhilippe

(r. 1346-1361), the last Duke of Burgundy died in 1361 heirless. The Frenclidang

II (r. 1350-1364) decided to give the kingdom to his fourth son, anBthiéppe (r.
1364-1404). Philippde Hardi added Flanders, Artois, Rethel, Nevers and Franche
Comté to his duchy thus uniting “two Burgundies” thanks to his nugrievith
Margareth of Flanders. In 1385, his stean(r. 1404-1419) got married with another
Margareth, of Bavaria and added Hainut, Holland and Zealand to his domiioas
growing importance of the Duchy finally created a clastwben the two branches of
the Valois dynasty. Jeasans Peurwas secretly negotiating with England during the
Hundred Years War. Yet, his soRhilippe le Bon(r. 1419-1467) overtly defied the
authority of his suzerain and allied with England. He made pedbethe King and
appeared as an autonomous ruler as a result dfdlagy of ArrasCharles le Témeraire
(r. 1467-1477) was planning to transform his duchy to a kingdom. Thustiaienged
the French king and struggle commenced once again. In 1477 batttlleeof Nancythe
army of Louis Xl (r. 1461-1483krushed that of Charles thanks to the supremacy of
cavalry over the infantry and the Duke lost his life. The Frenoly kucceeded in
incorporating the core territories of the Duchy of Burgundy iheokingdom of France,
yet other dependant possessions would escape from French spleeeewds only one
heiress, Mary. She needed a protector against the growingj@amlof the French king
and the court decided to resort to Maximilian since the power dfi#tibesburg family
could counterbalance the French pressure. When Mary was dead in 1483nhreons

would pass to his son Philip of Habsburg and upon his death in 1507, to Charles.



Maximilian was as cunning as his father was, so he did not logetti balance
the French ambitions with diplomacy. He and his &&rnando of Aragor(r. 1477-
1516) decided to consolidate their alliance with a double marriagee&ettheir
children. According to this, Maximilian’s heir and Charles’ fatHauke of Burgundy,
Philip would marry to Juana, while Margareth of Austria would méngy heir of the
Iberian crowns, Juan. These marriages would later pave theow&hérles’ ascension
to the thrones of Castile and Aragon. These kingdoms had already beshinrii479
due to the marriage of prince Fernando of Aragon with the Queen tieClaabella(r.
1474-1504) who would appreciate the Aragonese help in the civil war shiaeiag.
Thus, the heir of this marriage would be crowned for both of the kingdeith the
addition of the recently conquered territories in the southern pénedPeninsula. Yet,
this would only be a possible thanks to a combination of premature déatheir to
both of the thrones was Juan, the husband of Margareth of Austria. Yte¢dhe 1497
at the age of 19 without an heir. In 1498, the second in the dyhastisabel also died
and two years later his son and heir, Prince Miguel would follow hims;TCharles’
mother Juana was unexpectedly the first in the line of succes$Simally, in 1506,
Charles’ father Philip died, leaving a melancholy for his wifat would eventually
inflict a mental illness upon her. Isabella had already died in 150, Farnando
appeared as the regent of Castile since his daughter was notestotablich a task.
Fernando, on the other hand, was absolutely not favourable to the idea of the Habsburg’s
gaining control of both of these kingdoms. This time he marriath&ee de Foix in

order to create an heir that would at least separate the kingdom of Aragon from the



Habsburg axis; however, their son Juan of Aragon lived only a couleuo$. \WWhen
Fernando died in 1516, Charles appeared as the heir to both of the kingdoms.
Charles did not only take the possession of these two kingdoms. essila of
Reconquista the last Muslim kingdom in the Peninsula was incorporated into the
kingdom of Castile. Furthermore, the kingdom of Navarre was conqueredthe
ruling dynasty of Albrets and incorporated into the kingdom of CdsyilEernando in
1512. Apart from these dominions in the Iberian Peninsula, Charles lmathladsited
Aragonese possessions in Southern ltaly, Kingdoms of Sicily ancGpesl After the
marriage between Constance, the last descend&uhbmrt Guiscardr.1059-1085) and
the Holy Roman Emperadenry VI of Hohenstaufen (r. 1191-1197), Southern Italy
became an arena of international conflict. Henry’s heir Emgewrxterick 1l (r. 1220-
1250) followed his father in the region and reigned for 53 years betWi and 1250.
Yet, Pope claiming suzerainty on the kingdom and denying the Hob@arstaaims,
decided to invest the kingdom to the brother of the Frenchlongs 1X(r. 1226-1270),
Charles d’Anjoun 1266. He was proclaimed king of Naples and of Sicily, and naturally
Pope’s vassal. Yet, the Angevin rule faced problems in Southern hall282, as a
result of theSicilian Vespers Revoglthe Angevin Dynasty was replaced by that of
Aragonese in the kingdom of Sicily. The result of the consequantolvthe two
dynasties would be the division of the kingdoms of Sicily and of Naflee kingdom
of Naples would fall into the Aragonese sphere when the AragonegeAKonso el
Magnamino(r.1435-1458) conquered it in 1443 defeating the last Angevin pretender
René. Upon his death in 1458, his kingdom was divided into two. His illegéichild

Ferrante (r.1458-1494) would be the king of Naples while Fernando’s fafluam (r.



1458-1479) would inherit the Catalan-Aragonese kingdom. French Kihgdes VIii
(r. 1483-1498) antlouis XlI (r. 1498-1515) would invade the kingdom of Naples based
on their dynastic rights on the kingdoms; yet the final victory ditna of Aragon. With
the treaties oBlois (1504-5), both crowns would pass to Fernando, then upon his death
to Charles.

Yet, the original lands of the Habsburgs were the ArchductAustria. When
Rudolf of Habsburg was elected emperor in 1273, he used his power tbeyamntrol
of the duchy of Austria and to secure it for his son. From thabdathis duchy became
the nucleus of Habsburg powers since the original Habsburg dominions timeivior
Switzerland was not worth mentioning. Charles gained the Duchiy19, when his
grandfather died. Yet, this had never played an important role ipldms. After his
election to the imperial crown, he decided to cede this Duchy tdroiher and
lieutenant in the Empire Ferdinahd.

The young Habsburg prince who united a combination of crowns undemtlee sa
head would also be elected Emperor. Maximilian was eager to secure theliorpana
for his grandson; he already started negotiations with theoesdeict order to do so by
bribing them. However, his sudden death prevented him from completingids®m
The sovereignty in the empire had a medieval character; itstedf disorganized and
personal possessions formally vassal to the imperial crown, lvaglity independent.
Yet, the immense prestige of the seat was undeniable. So aadbke & the Habsburg

dynasty Charles should bid for his grandfather’s legacy.

! This was also due to a mutual agreement in whistdiRand renounced his rights over the remaining
Habsburg dominions. Ferdinand was always the fadune in Spain and he was removed from the
Peninsula when Charles arrived to assume the titlalFurthermore, there were talks of French réfo

to induce Ferdinand for an imperial candidacy agfaiis brother. Charles had to write a letter tm hi
indicating his amicable feelings towards his brothe



The imperial crown was theoretically open to every Catholicr.r@¢her two
powerful rulers of the continent were also candidatesiry VIII of England (r. 1509-
1547), and more important, Charles’s future rivedncois I (r. 1515-1547) of France.
In appearance, Charles was not at an advantageous position. He gaihed f
advantage when Pope Leon X (r. 1513-1521), opposed by the Protestantsmpites E
declared his pro-French attitude overtly. Leon X and Francoid ®ieerything to
prevent the election of Charles; they even offered support to duertek the Wise of
Saxony, one of the elector princes. Yet, he did not consent to such et gn@ge in
exchange for a cardinal cap that was offered to’h@n.the other hand, Charles’ agents
were gaining ground everyday, mostly thanks to the bribes whodeatotaint was
852.189 florins’ As Brandi puts it, “the only decisive argument was a lot of ryithe
After all, he was the member of the last imperial dynasky,grandson of extremely
popular Maximilian. Finally, electors in Frankfurt decided to dghve imperial crown to
the young Habsburg. Now he was “the king of the Romans, EmpeicrdlRomans,
always August®.

The election of Charles (r. 1516-1558, 1519-1556) was important. He was
always considered a second Charlemagne and appeared as thealoreglyigure of the
Holy Roman Emperor since the death of Frederic Il in 1250. Actulkéye had always

been the idea that one day another Frederic would rise which waeeldugiimpetus to

2 Karl Brandi,CarloV, trans.Leone Ginzburg and Ettore Bassan (Torin®12@p. 96-7.

® Ernest BelengueiEl Imperio de Carlos V: Las Coronas y Sus Terribsri(Barcelona, 2002), p. 64.
According to Carande, the total is 851.918 floriRsggers paid 543.585 florins, Welsers of Augsburg
paid 144.333 and the remaining 165.000 was paidthgrs. Ramén Carand@arlos V y sus banqueros,

I (Madrid, 1957), pp. 42-9. Cf. Henry J. Cohn, “Oitibes Induce the German Electors to Choose
Charles V as Emperor in 15193erman History19/1 (2001), pp. 1-27.

4 Brandi, p. 89.

® Brandij p. 101.



the empiré. Charles, with his vast resources would be the one and in a tirakgidus
dissention, the Empire needed a strong Emperor to settle the dispute.

The title of “Emperor” had surely given Charles a huge meswvith which he
was usually proud; but it did not bring as much as it took away. Atirine of his
accession, Holy Roman Empire was a decentralized politicdly,entith a symbolic
crown whose authority relied on his personal capability and resourmesthan legal
assurances. At the same time, it was also suffering fromresesocial crisis which
resulted in the religious dissidence and thus Charles and latkustrgan branch of the
Habsburgs not only inherited the problems of a decentralized empirev@vbasuffering
from the threat of a possible Turkish expansion; but also found themseltress midst
of theological debates.

However, Charles’ rule in other places was not that consolidatedr.eAs
Kamen puts it, Charles’ empire was “the union of various territarieler one head”
thus lacking unity. As indicated, they were acquired by dynagtitsrand this affected
the extent of the authority of Charles. Only in Castile, his autheas absolute thanks
to his grandmother who successfully tamed the Castilian arisyodraother kingdoms,
the authority of the crown was curtailed by the traditionatititeons and thus the
authority was being shared with the lochfjues. In non-Castilian realms, king had to
respect the laws of these realnfse(os) The importance of the local parliaments
(Cortes)could not be neglected either, since the Emperor had to obtain pipeaval

for the release of the most precious thing to him, taxes. Thus, in Charles’ engiire, ea

® BelenguerEl Imperio de Carlos W. 42.
" Henry Kamen@Golden Age SpaitNew Jersey, 1988), p. 38.



unit succeeded to preserve its autonomy and traditional law. Chltetended to think

each of its patrimonial inheritance as an independent entity.

Ottoman-Habsburg rivalry:

Halil nalc k in a short article analysed the place of the Ottoman Empithe
16" century European politi¢sWhen Charles was elevated to the imperial crown in
1519, Ottoman Empire was the most important factor in the calculaBotis Francois
and Charles declared their willingness to undertake a crusaokelen to induce the
electors. Mehmed II's attempt was curtailed by his death;tlye threat was not totally
contained. The kingdom of Hungary was weak, and this might cause prablehes
future. However, ltaly was the centre of the ambitions of Catmalers. Europe was
divided and a common front could not be achieved. Charles’ strength was
unprecedented since the time of Charlemagne; yet hisSiilayman the Magnificéat
(r. 1520-1566) ambitions were not more moderate.

Many authors have discussed whether Charles was inspired bgetheofl a
universal monarchy or not. It was natural for such a power thatomtermporaries
would attribute such an ideology; yet, this was an exaggerationrdjagtion was not
only based on Charles’ denial of universal pretensions in front of Payodll (r. 1534-

1549). His efforts were generally defensive as the resulll tiiesse wars to which he

8 Halil nalc k, “The Turkish impact on the development afdern Europe” iThe Ottoman State and its
Place in World Historyed. Kemal H. Karpat (Wisconsin, 1974), pp. 51-6@liHnalc k, “Avrupa Devlet
Sistemi, Fransa ve Osmanl: Avrupa’'da “GeleneksestDmuz” Fransa Tarihine Ait Bir Olay”, du
Bat, XIV (2001), pp. 122-142.



was dragged was not more than the conquest of the Duchy of Milan aedotames in
Flanders. What he wanted to do was to conserve his patrimony andhigibbibligations
that the imperial office set forth for him. Thus his idea wasréserve the peace in and
the coherence afniversitas cristianand thus his eminent enemies were Turks, heretics
(i.e. protestants), and the neighbour princes (i.e. France). EedgefOrdinatio totius
mundi against FranceConcordia hominunagainst Protestants and actedDegensor
Fidei against the Turk3His wars were the natural outcomes of his desire to establis
peace within the Christian community and therefore to wage a halyagainst the
infidels.

Charles had to confront Ottoman expansion aP#afensor Fideof the Catholic
World. It is interesting to note that the idea of a crusade lageglan important role in
the imperial propaganda of the time. According to Montes, messialneésb@ Spain
around the personality of Charles and consequently the belief fanimeibility that
were strengthened by the expansion of the Hispanic world resulgedoncrete idea of
a Crusade® Castro asserted: “The emotion of holy war disappeared in Fraticehe
Crusades, while it was still vivid in Spain in the sixteenthusfit™* Montes mentioned
a three staged holy war in which North Africa appeared as domd¥ This illusion of

crusade was based on four pillars: The imperial dignity or the theoreticdbgdef

® Juan Sanchez Montestanceses, Protestantes, Turcos. Los Espafioleslamelitica Internacional de
Carlos V(Granada, 1995)p. 129.

1% Montes p. 50.

1 Américo CastroEspafia en su Historia. Cristianos, Moros y Judi@senos Aires, 1948), pp. 191, 202,
223, cited by Montes, p. 84.

12 Montes p. 98. The first was thReconquistand the third would be the conquest of Jerusalem.
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Christianity, his personal ardour for a war against the infidbks,medieval Spanish
tradition® andpresidics situated in North Africa?

Charles also explained his vigour for this “thing the most de$oeds”, the
holy War®® He was the defender of the Faith as the Holy Roman Empirenetbtyy
Pope. The primary task of such a ruler would be the defence of i@tist He
accentuated it several times, even though for political purposesrding to Montes,
he aimed the restoration afniversitas Cristianaand “conceived the empire as the
temporal support of an eternal category”, thus himself as thélaselsead of the
Catholic world*®

This religious fervour for Crusade was most explicit in the J@xpedition in
1535 and its afterwards. It should be noted that this victory was atddbr
bombastically, being attributed a religious importance. When Chadelsended to Italy
after the conclusion of the Tunis expedition, he would be heraldedhasfitst
combatant of Europe against Africa and Asia”, “Victorious Chatles,father of the
Patria, victor in Africa, pacificator of the Natioh”.

The Ottoman Sultan, Sileyman I, on the other hand, was not only claming
supremacy over the Islamic world; but also explicitly deotarnis pretensions for a

universal monarchy.

131t should not be forgotten that there was a sintitadition of Holy War also in the history of tBeichy

of Burgundy. Thus it should be effective on Charssce he was brought up with the stories of his
Burgundian ancestors in Flanders by his aunt MathaHence, in my opinion, this Spanish-centredvvie
of the author should be noticed and a double imaddf a Crusade should be mentioned.

“ Montesp. 101.

'3 Francisco de Laiglesi&studios Historicos (1515-1559)(Madrid, 1918), p. 438, cited by Montes, p.
86.

® Montes, p. 129.

" Brandi, pp. 358-9.

11



He was the leader of the Islamic world as the ruler ofrtbst powerful Muslim
state of the time. Asnalcik asserts, after 1453, Ottomans had already declared such
supremacy based on the claim that no other Islamic ruler t#hecéime of the four
caliphs, had ever enjoyed such success in protecting and furthieanigiterests of
Islam. The Ottoman Sultan was th#alife-yi R0-yi Zeminand Halife-yi Muslimin
Furthermore, when Memluk State had collapsed as a result of @ttaggression in
1516-7, Ottomans became “the Servitor of the two Holy Sanctudfiésicording to
Halil nalc k, this concept of a world empire is explicit in two inscops dated 1538
and 1557:

“This slave of God, powerful with God’s power and his mighty deputy on the
Earth, standing by the commands of the Qur'an and for the executtberofall over
the world, master of all lands, and the shadow of God over all natiolian ®ver all
the Sultans in the lands of the Arabs and Persiahs...”

“I am a slave of God and | am the master in this world. ..d'Swirtue and
Muhammed’s miracles are my companions. | am Siuleyman and myisdmaimg read
in the prayers of the holy cities of Islam. | launched fleethénMediterranean on the
part of the Franks in Maghreb as well as in the Indian Ocean.the shah of Baghdad
and Iraq, Caesar of the Roman lands and Sultan of Egypt. | tooknthard crown of
the Hungarian king and granted it to one of my humble sl&fes.”

Other Muslim powers could not match the power of the Ottomans. 8dRave
in Persia was not only considered heretics by the Sunnite ¢shaorid; but also its

expansion was contained by the Ottomans in 1514. The Muslims of India was

fragmented and struggling to challenge the Portuguese expansiba region. Even

8 Halil nalc k, “State, Sovereignty and Law during the neig Siileyman” irSiileyman the Second and
His Time eds. Halil nalc k and Cemal Kafadarstanbul, 1993), p. 68.

9 nalc k “State, Sovereignty and Law”, p. 67.

% nalc k, “State, Sovereignty and Law”, pp. 67-8.
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though lesser in number, Portugal was able to control the regiodel afahe whole
area by a similar system to the Spaniapissidiosystem. The descendants of Cenghiz
Khan, rulers of the Golden Horde were not in a better situation. Tégriiyt of the
Golden Horde had been crumbled after the defeat of 1398 against ike afriimur.
One of its fragments, the Crimean Khanate had already reeag@#oman suzerainty
while the others would later disappear in front of Russian aggres§he Russian
conquest of Kazan in 1552 and Astrakhan in 1556 would appear as the natural
consequences of the deterioration of their situation. Ottoman Erapitae other hand,
thanks to its military technology was the only Muslim state hallenge Christian
world. There were calls for Ottoman intervention by those Musliters who felt
pressured by the expansion of ChristiaAftfven though they have failed to respond to
all of these calls efficiently, Ottomans pursued “a worldwickeva policy of supporting
Muslim countries which were overrun or threatened by the Europeanstapan the
Mediterranean, the Indian Ocean, Indonesia, Africa and the Eurasian stéppes.”
Hence, Suleyman’s pretensions for a universal monarchy werpal|sable. He
would play an active role in the Western Mediterranean, followimyeBid II's

policies®, organize an expedition to Gujerat in 1538, promise technical aid suiltiae

2L For an interesting example of the correspondericthe® Muslim rulers in the Indian Ocean with
Constantinople, see Razaulhalah, “Aci Padiah Sultan Aldeddin’in Kanuni Sultan Sileyman’a
Mektubu”, Tarih Arat rmalar Dergisi, 8-9 (1967), pp. 373-410. Alsa fbe Ottoman policy in the Indian
Ocean, see Halilnalc k (ed.) with Donald Quatae\n Economic and Social History of the Ottoman
Empire: 1300-160QCambridge, 1994), pp. 319-40; Svat Soucek, “O#nrlaval Policy in the Indian
Ocean”, inX. Turk Tarih Kongresi, Ankara, 22-26 Eylul 198&ngreye Sunulan BildiriledV (Ankara,
1993), pp. 1443-6; Salih Ozbaran, “Expansion in Suaithern Seas” iSileyman the Second and His
Time eds. Halil nalc k and Cemal Kafadarstanbul, 1993), pp. 211-8; Salih Ozbaran, “The @#os in
Confrontation with the Portuguese in the Red Séer die Conquest of Egypt”, itudies on Turkish
Arab Relationsl, ( stanbul, 1986), pp. 207-214.

22 nalc k, “State, Sovereignty and Law”, p. 69.

%3 For more details on the active policy of Bayezithlthe Western Mediterranean, see H. J. Kisstifig,
Bayezid'in Deniz Politikas Uzerine Diinceler: (1481-1512)", iiirk Denizcilik Tarihi,ed. Bilent Ar
(Ankara, 2002), pp. 109-116.
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of Sumatra and plan an unrealised campaign for the relief of afieKazan and
Astrakhar®* However, Ottoman sphere of influence was not limited to the Musli
world. Ottomans had claims to the heritage of the Roman Empireh@avas not
limited to the eastern part of it. Since 1453, the conquest of Rppeared in the
imaginations of the Ottoman decision-makenalc k considers the Ottoman support to
France and the Protestants as a tool for the long-term padlicgnquering Rome and
uniting the Roman world. These separatist movements against th&btolan Emperor
and Pope prevented the unification of Christian Europe against the Ottoans.

The idea of the universal monarchy was based on the Roman condépt of
eternal empire and thus the existence of two empires was coeptable for the
Ottomans. Hence, Charles was not an emperor to the Ottomarisbdng of Spain.
brahim Paa would address him as the “roy d’Hispaignes et des teépsendantes
audict Hispaignes® In another document dated 28 June 1533, preserved in
Bibliotheque-National, a similar title was referred to: “Rizvilayet-i spanye ve ana
ta’bi olan yerlerin kral Karlo®’ This is in accordance with the Ottoman claim that
there should exist one emperor as there exists oné®God.

On the other hand, apart from the Ottoman expedition of 1532, Charles and

Suleyman did not confront each other directly. In this rivalry, Europe was divide@d in tw

24
25

nalc k, “State, Sovereignty and Law”, p. 69.

nalc k “State, Sovereignty and Law”, p. 69. Also, see Raltiige Gocek, “The Social Construction
of an Empire: Ottoman State under Sileyman the Miagnt”, in Siileyman the Second and His Time
eds. Halil nalc k and Cemal Kafadarstanbul, 1993), pp. 97-8.

% Jean-Louis Bacqué-Grammont, “Autour d’'une Corresfemce entre Charles Quint érahim Paa”,
Turcica, XV (1983), p. 234.

%" |_a Bibliothéque NationalSupplément Turdyo: 816, cited by M. Tayyib Gokbilgin, “Venedik Diev
Ar ivindeki Turkce Belgeler Kolleksiyonu ve Bizimldgili Di er Belgeler”, Belgeler: Tirk Tarih
Belgeleri Dergisi,V-VIII (1968-1971), p. 115.

% Joseph von Hammer-Purgsta@ijyilk Osmanl Tarihiy, trans. Miimin Cevik and Erol K | ¢ §tanbul,
1990), p. 93.
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camps and the struggle was mostly conducted by proxy fot&slenguer notes that
the Ferdinand — Zapolyai and Doria — Khayr al-Din rivalry was tteah fields for this
confrontation®® nalc k also considers Mediterranean as one of the two fieldsisn t
struggle®' Both emperors avoided direct confrontation, according to VeinStdinthis
period of the struggle, hence corsairs appear as important eleementvar conducted
by the proxy elements.

The rivalry between these two dynasties accompanied byensydtalliances in
the 14" century Europe cannot be limited for the time period covered inhbssst It is
obvious that the Ottoman Empire would confront the Habsburgs alsol&fér An
alliance between the king of France and Constantinople would even iregalnt
military operations in 1543. Ottoman Empire would constantly negotmth the
centrifugal elements of the Empire and the anti-Habsburg rulétgrope. That is why
Montes named his book as “French, Protestants and Turks”, three inepésliagainst
Charles’ ambitions.

This study, therefore will try to place the effect of oneha&fse proxy forces on
the general rivalry: that of corsairs. The nature of tmsgge paved the way for the
elevation of a corsair to a high ranked state official; yetrdssons for this rise in
eminence went unnoticed. And in the international balance of power of'fheemﬁer

Europe, the peculiarities of this corsair would appear interesting.

2 For a fine political evaluation of this rivalry this context, see Ozlem Kumruldis Relaciones entre

el Impero Otomano y la Monarquia Catélica entre Ad®os 1520-1535 y el Papel de los Estado Satélites
(Estambul, 2003).

%0 BelenguerEl Imperio de Carlos \pp. 325-6.

1 nalc k, “Avrupa Devletler Sistemi”, p. 129.

%2 Gilles Veinstein, “Charles Quint et Soliman le Mifue: le grand défi”, irCarlos V. Europeismo y
Universalidad. Actas del Congreso Internacionaleteado en Granada. Sociedad Estatal para la
Conmemoracion de los Centenarios de Felipe Il yl@xa¥ (S.E.C.C.F.lIl y C.V), lll (Madrid, 2001), pp.
519-29.
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In the first chapter, the period between the commencement oisBpgperations
in North Africa and the establishment of an independent corsaristdtigeria will be
analysed. The main characteristics of the geographical araacgbainap of North
Africa with the nature and the roots of the conflict will be dssed in this introductory
chapter. Moreover, this chapter covers a period before the Ottonizsbuitg rivalry.
Yet, the history of the Spanish kingdoms after Rexonquistaconstitutes important
aspects on the subject, since the roots of the conflict could be fodack libe
commencement of the Ottoman-Habsburg rivalry. Fernando of Aragoniscadol
agenda is not irrelevant to our topic. Furthermore, reasons behind theflan
adequate response to the Spanish aggression on behalf of the local a®wels as
behind the inability of Spaniards to follow their victories are irtgodrenough to be
included in this thesis. This chapter also describes the first gé8arbarossa’s activity
in the region; that is to say their activities under the aegis of the rulemas.

In the second chapter, corsairs’ bid for Algiers will be disaisBarbarossas
would gain the control of Algiers in 1516. Yet, they could not consolidatepgbeer in
the city until the conquest of the Spanmiesidiq Pefion of Algiers. Corsairs struggled
after this quick acquisition of the city. Spanish expeditions in 1516 and 1518, O
Re’ls’ death (1518), Khayr al-Din’s second conquest of Algiers (152&) fvhich he
previously retreated (1520) and finally the conquest of Pefion (152%endliligently
described. In the meantime, both the Habsburg-Valois and the Ottonbabttig
rivalry would be outlined in order to put the North African politics ingeneral
framework of a broader struggle in Europe. The incessant nitANars that had

commenced in 1494 and disputed territory of Burgundy would then resalcamflict
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between the two most powerful Catholic dynasties of the tinkewlise, the Ottoman-
Habsburg rivalry would start in the same period due to Hungarian defeat of 1526. While,
Khayr al-Din was busy with consolidating his power in the detrimbétdcal forces, his
fate was more dependent on European politics than on that of North African.

In the last Chapter, we will withess Khayr al-Din’s elevatioran eminence of
an international actor. He did not only consolidate his rule in themggut also was
elevated to a high rank in the Ottoman military hierarchy. Tesans behind his
appointment in such a task and the effect of the changing priorit@gahan foreign
policy on such a decision would be discussed in this chapter. Fudieerbased on
Ottoman sources and foreign correspondence, it will be tried to reetmuextent of
the growing importance of Khayr al-Din in international politicsaedl as to illustrate
how he was perceived by the Ottoman decision-makers. Furthermaiés dbbut the
promotion of Khayr al-Din will be analysed. What is more importarthe fact that, a
long and detailed discussion on the Tunis campaigns of 1534 and 158%& wdhe in
this chapter. Based on the narrations of Sandoval and Illescdbeatsdters of Charles
V to Spain, important details can be outlined concerning mildaryvell as political
history.

Finally, in the Conclusion, the place of Corsairs in the Ottoman-Habsburgrivalr
will be discussed. This leads us the researcher to the inevgabktion of whether the

emperor had relegated Mediterranean to a secondary importance or not.
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“Non possono i fulmini, la rabbia de’ venti
La morte I'amor, sviarmi dal mar”

Un Ballo in Maschera

Giuseppe Verdi (1803-1911)

CHAPTER 1 (1505-1516):

THE WAR COMMENCES

1.1.Introduction

The war against Islam had not crossed the strait of Gibialtae 18' century.
Portuguese had already begun to capture enclaves in the NorthnAbteests in
accordance with the needs that their desire for geographigédration set forth.
Furthermore, at the end of the centuRgconquistavould be concluded in the Iberian
Peninsula. This paved the way for two basic developments. First, dhelé was an
opportunity to export this holy war to another continent. There were \egttem
supporters of the continuation of the expeditions. As a resileocbnquistathe idea of
a crusade was already deeply rooted in Castile; it waateemof economics rather of
devotion. The aristocrats considered the war as a means to enncdelies through
the booty of war. In addition, the Church saw it as an opportunity to coatpetie
Ottoman menace which was felt everyday more and more espetiar 1453. The
same feelings were shared by the Castilians. Fuller dscdthe expansion of the

Ottoman Empire had awakened distant memories of 711 and the manyomsvasi
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since”® That was the reason why as soon as Isabella ascended the éhhmhe war

was proclaimed against the Muslims in the peninsula. True itthasin 1492, the
conquest of the whole peninsula was finalised; yet would that suffi¢gbether to
continue Reconquistawould always be a matter of discussion among the decision-
makers of Spain. Did the strait of Gibraltar constitute aiphl/boundary that could not
be overcome, or could the expansion go on as Andrew Hess claBes®ndly, on the
other hand, Muslims of North Africa reorganised themselves in oaleedist the
Christian expansion. With the help of the exiled Muslims of the Palainthe corsary
would target Iberian Coasts. Abdeljelil Temimi also accensutiteir importancé> He
records “the perfecttonnaissanceof the enemy land, of which they speak the
language™® As would later be called, this “exile’s vengeariéetreated concerns for
the policy makers of the continent and decided their course of action.

In this chapter, theuvertureof the game will be presented. The main goal was
to concentrate on the Ottoman corsairs and their place within #meerork of
Ottoman-Habsburg rivalry. Thus it would have been natural to dggeea®us as 1516,
if not the 1520s, instead of 1505 when the Habsburgs power axis was in no way
confronting the Ottoman Empire. On the other hand, even though irasuehrly date

there was not such a rivalry, for the continuity of the subjectp#ni®d should also be

covered. After all, the Spanish existence in North Africa wesped in these years.

% J.F.C. FullerA Military History of the Western World Volume Irdfn the Earliest Times to the Battle
of Lepanto(New York, 1987), pp. 531-2.

% Andrew C. HessThe Forgotten Frontier: A History of the Sixteer@kntury Ibero-African Frontier
(Chicago, 1978), p. 4.

% According to Temimi, number of the Moriscos figigiagainst the Spaniards in 1516 with Orug was
500. This number would increase under the admatistt of Khayr al-Din. See Abdeljelil Temimi, “Le
Gouvernement Ottoman face au Probléeme MorisqRe¥ue d’Histoire Maghrebin€3-24 (November
1981), p. 256.

% Temimi, “Le Gouvernement Ottoman”, p. 256.

37 Stanley Lane-Pool&he Barbary Corsair¢London, 1890), p. 8.
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More surprisingly, an incessant series of expedition between 15071311 was
realised; the only time when the Spanish ambitions were pursued iredlmn so
consistently. In addition, the characteristics of the Muslimpaese were shaped in the
same period. Finally, the establishment of the Ottoman coraairgn efficient and
independent political entity which was realised in 1516 marked the end of the chapter.
Two points are worth mentioning when speculating on the preferencgsiof S
First of all, a united programme for both of the kingdoms canngtrbrounced. It
should clearly be indicated that the union between the crow@astilla y Leonand
that ofAragonwas based on a marriage agreement rather than institutional bodies. Spain
was consisted in two separate kingdoms with two separate rolstems and set of
preferences. Castile was governed by a more authoritarian ithe awrelatively
suppressed aristocracy while in Aragon the effect of Gloetes and fueros were
significant. Aragon was a Mediterranean state whose policy healys focused on
Italy, while Castile had not only conquered Granada (and later i¢avarl512); but
also monopolised the trade with the New World. The aristocracy sfil€avas a
military one, a social class eager to prompt incessant expafsidhe other hand since
the 13" century, Aragon had enriched a merchant class thanks to the aaeahtrd the
wealthy urban class’ priority was the continuation of a naaaletr contrary to wage war
against North Africa. Their concern for the North African cossdiad a defensive
character. The fallibility of the political unity appearedpadile following the death of
Isabella when Philip of Habsburg and Fernando of Aragon challengkedtser for the
regency of Castile. Having always disliked the Habsburgs, FesnafidAragon

concluded a marriage with Germaine de Foix in order to assurgeffagation of two
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crowns; a goal which could not be realized due to a dead-bori®HEus, while
explaining the decision-making process, Spain cannot be consideredeausitigour
model will be a dual one, at least in this period and while explaitiegdecision-
making process and the set of preferences behind it.

Isabella as was explicit in her testament had always b&enrfble to the idea
of a crusadé® It was not surprising that the later champion of the North Afric
expeditions, Cardinal Jiménez was her confessor. On the other hamahdeerejected
the idea of a furtheReconquistasince this would not suit his policy. He was not so
much eager to jeopardize the maritime trade on which the ricloiedsagon traders
was built. He had several times tried to restrict the Aragopascy in the Western
Mediterranean; a fact that shows his attention for a peacatié’f Furthermore, even
had they wanted so, he would not have been able to do so with popular supplousand t
parliamentary-approved funding. Moreover, the realization of such agpnepuld be
harder a few years later when the Italian wars had recommenced.

Secondly, the decision-making process in this period cannot be depicted as
consistent. The resources of a state in th& téntury could hardly meet the
requirements set forth by the international politics. Thus, acehbad to be made
between different war fronts. At the dawn of the geographical extmas and in the
middle of complex balance of power politics whose theatre was theitdid Italy, both
kingdoms of the Iberian Peninsula had to reshape their preferegrgegritly. Hence,

international balance of power should also be taken into account. Three yeai< a2,

% Brandi, pp. 59-60.

% Hess,The Forgotten Frontier, p35.

0 Godfrey FisherBarbary Legend: War, Trade and Piracy in North &&j 1415-183@Westport, 1957),
p. 30.
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Fernando was dragged into European politics; the invasions of Itairdmeh kings
Charles VIII and Louis XlII had triggered an international war whastrs were
Aragon, Papal States, France, Naples, Holy Roman Empire, VeMilan, Florence
and other small duchies and city states of Italy. Meanwhilejl€ags busy with the
re-organization of its kingdom. The end of the Muslim rule and the disco¥¢he new
world coincided in the same year and both required attention. Furttegrisaioella died
in 1504, leaving her kingdom in disarray as a result of the strdgglgower between
Philip of Habsburg and Fernando. With the death of the former, Fernamuedghe
upper hand in the administration of the kingdom; however, still theeaxistof the
aristocrats should not be discarded.

As for the Ottoman Empire, during this period, it was not an actdhism
struggle. Bayezid Il had always been a pacifist ruler whenpeaoed with his
predecessor Mehmet Il and successors Selim the Grim and Silélyen&lagnificent.
At the first one and a half decade of Bayezid II's rule his Eemoppolicy was
shadowed by the fact that his brother and the contender for the&t throneDjem
Sultan(d. 1495) was a prisoner in EurdfeHis existence has always been leverage in
the negotiations between the European poWeSince there is no law other than the
“God’s will” regulating the dynastic inheritance in the OteamEmpire, his pretensions

for the crown were as legal as those of his ridfortunately for the Ottomans at a time

“1 For a monograph on the issue, see Nicolas Y&tiltan Djem: un prince Ottoman dans 'Europe du x
siecle d'apres deux sources contemporaines:Vak @mtan Cem, Oeuvres de Guillaume Caoursin
(Ankara, 1997).

2 See Halil nalc k, “A Case Study in Renaissance Diplomacy: Ageeement Between Innocente VIII
and Bayezzid Il on Djem SultanJournal of Turkish Studies3 (1979-80), pp. 209-230; Halihalc k,
“Djem”, EI“.

“3In the Turkish tradition, there was not a law flagng the matter of inheritance. According to this
when a ruler was deceased, each of his descentargsthe right to claim for the throne since thaner
would be granted by the God. Thus, the civil was \jsstifiable and the outcome of the war was aazkpt
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when Charles VIII was planning a crusade with his presence, [Feltan died.
However, this did not change the fact that the Ottoman Empire did nolepamsactive
policy of Western Mediterranean. Halihalcik accentuated Kemal Re’is’ activities in
the Western Mediterrane&h.Still, the Ottoman Empire, in that period, could not
efficiently extend its influence to the Western Mediterranétahad other concerns. It
had fought against Venetians for the maritime domination in Lewarit499-1503.
Furthermore, with the appearance of the Portuguese in then IGdi@an and Red Sea,
another problem arose for the Ottoman Empire. Finally in 1511, a cwilwke out
which was finalised in 1513 when Selim the Grim had securechtbed after he had
eliminated his brothers and possibly his father which he might hawened. His
immediate action would be to prepare an expedition against tlwidadtaderShah
smail (r. 1501-1524) whose policies disturbed the balance of power in the BekilylL
for the North African Muslims, Selim succeeded in his bid for Middle Eastern
hegemony in 1517, and thus expanding his sphere of influence up to thernVes

Mediterranean. This issue will be dealt later.

since it was considered the will of God. For furthieformation on the issue, see Halihalc k,
“Osmanl lar'da Saltanat Veraseti Usulli ve Tirk Halgiet Telakkisiyle Igisi”, Siyasi Bilgiler Fakultesi
Dergisi, X1V (1959), pp. 69-94.

“ Halil nalcik, “Osmanl Deniz Egemenir, in Tiirk Denizcilik Tarihi,ed. Bilent Ar (Ankara, 2002),
p. 55.
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1.2.Reconquistaand its aftermath

In January 1492, the last Muslim state in the Iberian Peninsuiahesl as a
result of a treaty of surrender between the last Muslim ruler of Graiadabdullan(r.
1482-1492)° and the Catholic kings, Isabella and Fernando. The remnants oficee
powerful Muslim State in the region had already been weaken#uelpternal strives
which the cunning Fernando did not hesitate to take advantage of. One of the
contenders, Abu Abdullah appeared as the agent of Spain in the dwtasiigle. In
1487 Malaga was captured by the Spaniards, only to be followed hytéheubmission
of Abu Abdullah in 1489. Nevertheless, due to the unrest among the population, he
reversed his policy whose repercussions sealed the fate ostidualim kingdom in
Iberian Peninsula. Fortunately for Muslims, the treaty betwberpeople of Granada
and the Catholic Kings allowed a certain level of tolerancer{tjint to retain property,
free practice of religion, the acceptance of Islamicsgliction, etc.). The same year, it
would be decided to expel the Jews from the peninsula if they chooseject
conversion. Nonetheless, Muslims did not suffer the same fabestasihce they were
granted religious freedom. Unlike Jews, the Muslim communitjénReninsula made
up a large community whose economic importance was blatant. Fuotiegrtimey were
spread throughout both kingdoms. Thus, instead of expulsion, a policy of conversion
would be followed”® Conversion was a goal of the Church; thus a campaign for the
conversion was launched as a natural consequence. However, ajitirenge this was

done with educational and evangelistic means. Faced by a sesmstance by the local

“5 Boabdil in Spanish sources.
46 Andrew Hess, “The Moriscos: An Ottoman Fifth Coluiis the Sixteenth-Century Spair&merican
Historical Review[ . XXIV (October 1968), pp. 3-4.
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Muslim population, these efforts would be proven useless. When ineC@stthbishop
of Toledo, future Cardinal and Grand Inquisitor, Jiménez de Cisnerodedetd
accelerate the conversion process, his acts contrary to thg imea&ffect created
problems. Against the advice of Hernando de Talavera, archbishop of &nrahad
wanted to convert the Moriscos of Granada slowly by education, Jmétmeduced
forced mass conversions. The Moriscos, although now nominally Christiare, w
neither willing to be assimilated by the Christian Spaniardswase they accepted as
equals by the latter. Jiménez’ intervention was the directecafua Morisco revolt in
1499-1500, and he was largely responsible for making the Morisco problelbias
The punishment of the insurgence was the annulment of the 1492 treaty inhBb5l%,
to the efforts of Jiménez. It was now obligatory for all Muslifo convert to
Christianity and leave their customs and traditions. The edict Waat originally
promulgated by the Kingdom of Granada was introduced in theddimgof Castile a
year later. Muslims of Aragon would face the same fateaydtle later. The diverse
nature of the population in this kingdom facilitated a co-existenteest two religions
and thus such an experience was not as new as it was in .Céstjlen the revolt of
Valencian Hermandad in 1520, rebels enforced the forced conversion amslubi
1525, Moriscos of Valencia had also rebelled. Following their suppresan edict
extending the forced conversion to the kingdom of Aragon was also watadlin
1526. The overt Muslim existence in the Peninsula was over, even thaugldt exist
covertly until the seventeenth century, when Moriscos were finally exiled in 1609.
However, Muslims had already started to migrate to the Nidriba as early as

1493. Nevertheless, a natural consequence of the annulment of the pabtsrarice

25



was the acceleration of this migration. Even though the number ef ithesigrants has
always been speculated, Fisher indicates that in no document a nhasbdreen
spelled?’ These immigrants constituted the major part of what later dvbatome a
serious trouble for the Iberian coasts basically for two reasorss. of all, they were
forced to leave their homeland and the result of migration wasneoéssarily
satisfactory. Naturally, their co-religionists welcomed thaometheless they could not
offer sufficient economic means for the well-being of the newecsnsence a mass
migration in the 16 century would result in severe socio-economic problems. Secondly,
they were suitable to operate in a corsair ship because oktleiledge of the coasts
and the area. They were also skilled in naval construction to thetekat Pfeffermann
notes that after their departure, this industry in Catalufia ytotallapsed?® At this
point, Lane Poole adds a possible third cause, the “exile’s vengédnce”.

The indigenous Muslim population that still resided in Spain also suppbeed
Muslim corsairs and was later considered a “fifth coluthfdr the Ottoman Empire.
Naturally as a result of the intolerant policies of Jiménbe, tremaining Muslim
dwellers constituted a dissident social group. The edicts for thed@onversion could
never fully be enforced; Moriscos always remained what they.wEneir nominal
Christendom was nothing but a chimera; they retained their cult@@itidn and
religion>* However, thigle factosituation had always been considered temporal for the

Spanish bureaucracy, who found itself in the middle of the presstine &hurch and

" Fisher, p. 34.

“8 pfeffermannRonesans Papalar n n Turklerlebirli i, trans. Kemal Beydilli gtanbul, 2003), p. 119.
“9Lane-Poole, p.8.

¥ Hess, “The Moriscos”, pp. 5-6.

*L For the level of their acculturation see J. Maiswl R. Mario Blasco, “Aproximacién al grado de
aculturaciéon de algunas comunidades moriscas eeclaa de la expulsion” imReligion, Identité et
Sources Documentaires ser les Morisques Andolgue. Abdeljelil Temimi (Tunis, 1984), pp. 71-90.
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that of the landlords who were defending mild policies since taeds were mostly
cultivated by Moriscos. Moreover, Spanish bureaucracy had alwaysdf@ possible
cooperation between the Muslims and Moriscos and such fear was byeaas m
unrealistic® From the beginning of the Muslim invasion in the seventh centurye ther
had always been close connections between Al-Andalus and Maghrib; @siomi]
being aware of the problems of the vigilance of coastal line, did not hesitate toateoper
with their co-religionist. The fall of Granada did not rule out plessibility of another
Muslim invasion of the Peninsula since North African support provedtekevice in

the past’

This inflow of Moriscos, eager and suitable for recruitment, chattgethce of
the struggle in the Western Mediterranean. It had always bef@uldifo differentiate
war, trade and piracy in the regidhYet, in the previous centuries, a certain level of co-
existence and mildness could be observed. After all, Spain and tlo¢ Basbary could
be considered a single unit for practical purposes of sea ftaffi@udel indicates the
noteworthy presence of Christian merchants in important trade centrestiofAffia.>®
It is true that piracy existed, yet they were not state-speds Hence they were pirates
instead of corsairé whose effect also cannot be matched with that of the fAttar.

Western Mediterranean, cooperation was vital for economic purposespe&aar

2 For details see Francisco Marquez Villanueva,Mib de la Gran Conspiracién Morisca” Religion,
Identité et Sources Documentaires ser les Morisduredolous,ll, ed. Abdeljelil Temimi (Tunis, 1984),
pp. 267-84.

>3 Hess, “The Moriscos”, pp. 1-2.

* Fisher, p. 24.

*5 Fisher, p. 25.

* Fernand Braudel, La Méditerranée et le Monde Médinéen a I'epoque de Philippe Il (Paris, 1966), |
p. 425.

>’ Braudel differentiates these two notions. Brautlelp. 191.

%8 Lane-Poole, p.25 indicates that acts of Chrisimacy which was more effective until the fifteenth
century had always been repudiated by the Italmegments to the extent that they executed their o
citizens.
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industries were in constant need of furs and raw materials amilee other hand North
Africans were eager to have the products of these industries.ofigoing economic
cooperation resulted in several treaties and the “fairness, niodeeand probity of
African princes”. In Tunis and Ceuta, Italian city-states hldady established their
consulates in the f3century, and furthermore, the existence of a private church for the
Christians in Tunis as late as 1530 provides the air of tolerance in the Yegion.

Nevertheless, with the approach of the sixteenth century, a pttamizzad
commenced. According to Fisher, while in 1485 peace prevails in thdeWves
Mediterranean and the merchant ships were the major power tia dhresge occurred
as early as 1487: The conquest and the consequent exile of the pedplags and the
establishment of the Inquisition in the region. “The civilised pecastiof war and the
laws of humanity were severely shakéf.The clouds of intolerance were darkened
day-by-day especially after 1492 with the migration of the Moriste primary
victims of intolerance.

The policy of tolerance was revoked with the annulment of the 14@®tre
however this was not the only consequence. Realizing the dangeanée started to
pay attention to the issue. In Castile, the situation was alf@agsirable. Not only the
aristocracy, but also Isabella herself was willing therpation of Islam in North Africa
as was explicit in her political wiftt Furthermore, the revolt of the Moriscos has been
considered an alarming situation in Valencia and Andalusia wiheie number was

considerablé? It was a result of the efforts of conversion. Church was trgnzpnvert

% Lane-Poole, pp. 22-23.

% Fisher, pp. 28-29.

®1 Hess The Forgotten Frontierp. 35.
%2 Fisher, p. 33.
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people and the extreme deeds had provoked the populace. However, it afestadhni
the menace which an insurgent society might generate this foméoth of the
kingdoms. In addition, there were evidences of increasing aid froghiitato these
area® Hence, with the explicit and valuable support of the Catholic Chuhith had
always paid special attention to the issue, a more aggressive ipolie area could be
introduced.

As for the situation in North Africa, internal warfare thaid commenced in the
middle of the 18 century had weakened the political coherence in the region. Triba
affiliations replaced the loyalty to the state in the Iran@as while semi-autonomous
cities had the opportunity to consolidate thde facto independence. The royal
dynasties lost control over not only the agricultural lands, buat @lses itself. The
Hafsid Dynasty was no longer omnipotent in the region. Alreadyngduhe reign of
Muhammed bin al-Hasafr. 1494-1526); the southern part of his state was defying the
central authority while a member of the same dynasty hadotiteot over Constantine
and Bon&” The interior plains were ruled by Arabs while the mountains weder the
control of the Berber sheikhs. The other important dynasty ofettjerr, Zayanids of
Tlemsen could neither resist the challenge. They would adoe@gdanish vassalage. In
Algiers, an independent city state was established under the goseraf Salim al-
Tami. The only part Hafsids could control was the northern part of Twithscertain
debility as the fact that Spanish protection was sought proves.

In addition to these internal weaknesses, it has to be pointed atufoth

economic reasons North Africa was not apt to resist a possidsyve that a further

%3 Fisher, p. 33.
% |smaél HametHistoire du Maghrel{Paris, 1923), p. 259.
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Reconquistawould inflict upon them. At this point, the importance of the military
revolution should not be underestimated. Spanish army had already adegifetd the
needs of a modern warfare since they experienced the use ohfirest the last years
of Reconquistaat a time when the Spanish armies had to face the tougagéy of
Granada, they reformed their army and detached it from thdeb@ystem to a
centralized army® “Reconquista. implied new styles in the armed fight, this scenario
being a real laboratory of experiences for the Christian troompply later.®® The
introduction of gunpowder and cannon and most importantly improvements in their
utilizations changed the warfare strategies. The cannon teclnelag gradually
adopted in the fourteenth century; yet it took at least another ceatdeywelop it. From
1430 onwards, they were used in the sieges in order to crumbig@etbeces. The
improvements in its design and range made commanders of Europetoesannons
more frequently in the sixteenth century. In order to provide atiegifidefence against
the destructive effect of the gunpowder, bastion system was introgtuttaty in which
fortifications were not only equipped with its own artillery, lalgo redesigned. The
depth of the walls was increased while its height decreaseith@mnolwers and gateways
were reshaped into bastiotsn addition to the changing formations and bastion-based
fortifications, the composition of the armies also changed when igfaeplaced
cavalry.

However, new technology created its own problems. Simply, it was too

expensive. It increased the longevity of skirmishes and the numbexopttdeployed

% Hess,The Forgotten Frontierpp. 19-20.

% BelenguerEl Imperio de Carlos Vp. 137.

®7 Geoffrey Parker, “The Gunpowder Revolution: 1300500”, inThe Cambridge lllustrated History of
Warfare: The Triumph of the West]. Geoffrey Parker (Cambridge, 1995), pp. 106-117.
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on the battlefield. Moreover, the expenditure for the war equipment lsanba
considered a heavy burd®hlt was what lacked the North African states more than the
access to the new technology. Their economic power was cutbgikeir lack of unity
in a political environment of incessant internal struggle. This ¢dainity had its effects
on not only political, but also economical basis. Due to cohesive kmpgrwith no
political centre, this structure hindered the central governmentgdose its bureaucracy
and to create an efficient taxation system over the tasabée Decrease in the revenues
made the military reform impossible. Neither the tribes Swwes could realize such a
reform. Even though tribesmen enjoyed great prosperity, their egowasalso fragile
against the possibility of a bad weather or contagious animakdselam addition, they
could not unite themselves such that a sufficient sum can be edft2dt should be
remembered that Braudel considers the emerging of the laages & the 18 century
as a product of the need for more efficient financial system since a siggitate could
not afford the basic financial requirements of its time. “Thel mfahe city state, the
territorial state, rich of space and people, proved itself theaaggble who can satisfy
the enormous costs of the modern warfare; it maintained the maeycamies, supplied
costly artillery materials and would soon enjoy the luxury egnaval wars™ It was
still valid in the sixteenth century at a time when Europe \Wwastheatre of conflicts
between these large states.

When the modernized Spanish troops arrived, traditional armies dgneral

consisting of tribal soldiers were the response of North Africansis Temimi would

% parker, “The Gunpowder Revolution: 1300 — 1500"1}6.
%9 Hess The Forgotten Frontiemp. 21.
O Braudel, II, p. 8.
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prefer: “their own means of defence, practically nothiflg'in addition to the
technological inferiority, there was another difference between gowers. Spanish
troops were strictly disciplined and had the ability to operate umdatitary hierarchy.
On the other hand, loyalty of the tribesmen was precarious; addrésgheir tribes
rather than the army itself or the state. In addition, such ay iaewitably would suffer
from the supply problems since they could only fight in particulas®ea basically
spring and summer. Afterwards, they were leaving the armyuoreo their homeland,
not necessarily with permission from the central authority. bastnot the least, the
lack of an institutionalized military hierarchy curtailed tlfceency and coherence on
the battlefield. An army deprived of proper discipline, and of thetyalod complicated
manoeuvring could not compete with the regular and disciplined European &rmies.
On the other hand, the real response would be given by the cattsaiks.
Muslim sailors now with the expertise of the Moriscos on the dbecoasts benefited
from the opportunity. North Africa had always been suitable foracprdhere existed
natural harbours and lagoons which the latter helped the cdrgerte more easily flee
from enemy ships. In addition, there was no deep port through the NoitharAlittoral.
Hence, big ships could not approach to the shore easily, an advantayeaticnsfor
the small corsair ship$.The land production sufficed to feed the population, and thus
the Muslim cities were self sufficient unlike the Sparmpsbsidics that had to depend on
imports from Spain. Even though there was no navigable river, thensb®rof the

watershed counterbalanced that disadvantage since it precluded sh®liposf great

™ Abdeljelil Temimi, “Lettre de la Population Algése au Sultan Selinf'len 1519”,Revue d’Histoire
MaghrebineV (January, 1976), p. 95.

2 Hess The Forgotten Frontiempp. 22-23.
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streams. Finally mountains rise steeply behind the shore. So, #reyhigh enough

such that Corsairs could detect the approaching ships from a long di$tance.

1.3. Spanish attacks to North Africa: 1505-1511

Fernando had finally given in the warfare lobby and consented fories sér
expeditions on North Africa. In 1505, he was triumphant after yeansadére in Italy,
having not only recovered the kingdom of Naples from French but also adadelis
dominions after 9 years of warfare.

Younger branch of his family was ruling the kingdom of Naples sit®8
when his grandfather Alfonso of Aragon decided to leave it to lagitimate child
Ferrante, uncle of Fernando. However, the crown was not uncontestedourtgeand
reckless French king, Charles VIII had decided to push for Angdaimg for the
crown following the pretensions of the House of Anjou over the heritaQei@én Jane
of Naples. He was waiting for a suitable opportunity to interventhe meantime, the
Duchy of Milan was contested by two contendénsgovico Sforzgr. 1494-1500) and
Gian Galeazzo Sforz@. 1476-1494). The latter was married to the daughter of the King
of Naples, and thus ensured his support. Ludovico was already a usadpgiven the
balance of power, he had no option but to call for French interventione€héll had
already succeeded to buy the neutrality of Emperor-Eleaximiilian, English king
Henry VII (r. 1485-1509) and Fernando thanks to a series of treaties throughout 1493.

Thus he could respond to the call. French army crossed the Alpssartimer of 1494

" Lane-Poole, p. 20.
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without even a serious resistance. He conquered the whole peninsiyla¥edssuch a
quick victory had upset the balance of power in the region. In April 148Bwaanti-
French league was established due to the “the duplicity of Ludovictue, the
complicity of Alexander VI, the encouragements of Fernando of gkragnd of
Maximilian””®. Even though the French king succeeded to cross the Alps with his army
intact, the French presence in the Italian Peninsula was condiydixe end of 1496.
Status quo-antevas established.

Yet, a second round was soon to follow. Charles VIII died in 1498, ledveng
crown to Louis XlII of Orleans whose claims to the duchy of Milare far stronger
than those of Charles VIIl on Naples. He was the grandsoraleintina Visconti(d.
1408) and thus had the right to retain the Duchy from the usurpezaSf Taking
advantage of anti-Milanese feelings of Venice he assuredstiygort. Later, he bought
the Pope by offering to his s@esare Borgiad.1507) the hand of Charlotte d’Albret
and the Duchy of Valentinois. In August 1499, Italian peninsula once agaiosting
French troops. Milan was conquered twice while Ludovico was takeongr and sent
to the castle of Loches where he will spend the remaining gegrs of his life. Up to
this point, the war was trivial for both branches of the House ofdraYet, the
conquest was easy enough to inspire Louis for desiring more. In 1501tabked
Naples; Fernando had to intervene in 1502 even though he formerly consemedsto
XIl. The situation was worse when the pro-French pope, the famousi&&deja’,
Alexander VI(r. 1492-1503) died suddenly in 1503. Louis Xll, by 1504, had to accept

that Naples was lost for good. The kingdom would be the part of Aragon.

S Histoire de France Vol.| : Des Origines a 1788l. Marcel Reinard (Paris, 1954), p. 332.
® Often referred as Rodrigo Borgia.
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In North Africa, Spanish operations started in 1505. Regiments that se¢
loose from the ltalian wars were prepared and the Spanish navy eshchdiront of
Mars al-Kabir, the port of Oran. Corsairs that were situatae thed been attacking the
Iberian coasts. They had attacked Valencia, Elche and Alicante\enrd penetrated
through the port of Malaga and burned the merchant ships in thé’ geetnando
decided to send 10.000 troops to the region under the command of Diego Hengndez
Cérdoba. 7 galleys with 140 small ships would be at his sef¥i¢¢hen the Spanish
contingents arrived, the garrison commander in Mars al-Kebizeebthat there will be
no relief forces from Tlemsen and there was nothing to do but surrdreleity. The
ruler of Tlemsen would arrive when it was too |&tddowever, this expedition was
proven fruitless. Like the conquest of Melilla in 1497, its succese wet tried to be
furthered. The supply problems also aggravated the situation dif phepared Spanish
expedition. On the other hand, back in Spain, the fate of the crusadst a&jaca was
a matter of tricky intrigues. Isabella had died a year kgwjng a political will whose
primary advice was the continuationRéconquistaHer death was followed by a power
struggle between her husband Fernando and her son-in-law Philip of Halvsbrolgr
to gain the regency which was left vacant due to the mentalddisof Juana, the
heiress to the crown of Castile. Thus, this expedition should be cretsite deed of
the Castilian war party whose priorities have been addressect bievertheless, even
under these circumstances, Fernando did not refrain from interferirigis semi-

autonomous initiative and forced the appointment of Diego Hernandez de Cordoba as

" Aziz Samih Iter, imali Afrika’da Tiirkler( stanbul, 1934)p. 61.
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the general commander of the army. By no means, he wishddwoGardinal Jiménez
to undertake such a project independently.

Apart from the idea of the forced conversion of the Muslim mass&pain,
Jiménez had already been a fervent supporter of the idea @frtisade. He was the
guiding spirit behind the Spanish campaigns in North Africa, whichhdichot only
help finance from his archiepiscopal revenues, but also participat@dmpaigns
personally. Jiménez spent the last years of Isabella's nedgtly at her court as her
principal religious and political adviser. It would not be very ilbaditherefore, to
speculate a certain effect of him on her thoughts. However, adevipointed out,
Fernando’'penchantowards Italian politics hindered the full realization of his projects.

In 1506, Philip of Habsburg died and the new regent of Castile was Fernando
thanks to the efforts of Jiménez who stood against an intriguingcpblgroup that
aimed to hand over the regency to the Emperor-Elect Maximilianfather of the
deceased Philip. Fernando was wise enough to have him on his siighange with a
cardinal seat that he would assure in 1%0¥ow the situation had been tranquilized,
yet the aristocratic war party was still pressuring Feiloawhose Italian dominated
foreign policy was not useful for Castile. Fernando gave in and @a#doa North
African expedition under the command of Pedro Navarro.

This Spanish commander had fought in important wars in North Italyylyma
recruited as a mercenary. Furthermore, he was in the armyprofa® Hernandez de
Cordoba who successfully campaigned against French troops thakedn\Waples.
Being probably one of the finest military engineers of i} his appearance in North

Africa would not be for the first time; he also participatech@®ndottierein the war

8 Brandi, p.60.
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between the Genoese corsairs and the North African Muslims. Bedidefought
against the Ottoman Empire; he helped the capture of Cephalotagibg mines to
breech the walls.

The first expedition of Navarro was against Pefion de Velez @Goitaera in
1508. This place was a corsair nest, mostly supported by the Morodea$®. Their
target was mostly the Iberian shores, and thus their extirplationthe North African
shores was the main objective of the expedition. Navarro not only ceadgther area;
but also built goresidiq a typical Spanish fortress.

Presidics would appear as the common defensive bastions that Spaniards would
prefer in North Africa in the future. They would always remainthes proofs of the
hesitant Spanish policy concerning North Africa. Spaniards chose abligistthese
garrison posts and leave the interior lands to the indigenous péoPlemary
responsibilities of these bastions were to protect the coastidecommerce through
them. They were also expected to intervene in the North Afpeditics playing one
tribe against anoth&fAccording to Abun-Nasr, economic goals were also intended
from thepresidics, that is active participation in the Sahra triddowever,presidics,
let alone profiting from this tra8@and provide its own supplies, proved itself costly and
highly dependant on the Iberian Peninsula for supplies and ammunitions.

Correspondences between thpeesidics and Cardinal Jimenez depict their problems of

8 Fray Prudencia de SandovHlistoria de la vida y Hechos del Emperador Carlgd,\ed. Carlos Seco
Serrano (Madrid, 1955), p. 33.

82 Jamil Abun-NasrA History of the Maghrib in the Islamic Peri¢@ambridge, 1987), p.147.
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8 Braudel, Il, pp. 185-6.
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supplies. They record the supply of cannons fromptiesidio of Oran®® ammunitions,
axe, ladder and bread from Mallgawar equipments like sword, spear, lance and
muskets from Valenci4 for the ill-fated expedition of Diego de Vera, an ex-lieuténan
of Pedro Navarr§® against Algiers in 1516. Moreover, their lack of control over the
hinterland made them remain isolated enclaves whose effecvemassreduced, given
the fact that most of the North African shores remained ath#mels of Muslims.
According to Braudel, it was even hard to find soldiers to setigesepresidics due to
the supply problems. For this reason, soldiers were not informedewnf destination
before their arrival. Thegaresidics were places for exif&.

As indicated earlier, these expeditions started at a tima wieeother powers of
the Mediterranean were busy with the possible repercussionseofPdituguese
appearance in the Indian Ocean and the Red Sea. Memluks and thiarVBegiublic
diverted their attention to finding a solution with the Portuguese ddiomia the Red
Sea, while the Ottomans were also prompting this cooperation. Even thioegh
Ottomans did not discard the situation of the Muslims, their maicecorwas either the
Knights of St. John in Rhodes, or the alarming situation in the eastern frontier.

In 1509, according to Sandoval, Fernando considered personally leading his
troops to the North Afric&: However, it was impossible due to the war in Italy. Yet,
still such rumours would be spread in order to debase the moraiee otnemy.

However, Jiménez insisted on such an expedition and Fernando had tozauihori

8 Muzaffer Arkan and Paulino ToledIV. — XVI. Yiizy llarda Tirkspanyol li kileri ve Denizcilik
Tarihimizle Igili spanyol Belgeleri: Las Relaciones Turco-Espafiolas les siglos XIV y XVI:
Documentos Esparioles relativos a la historia n&@mana(Ankara, 1995), pp. 148-9.
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Surprisingly enough, the expedition of this year was financed bgirGarJiménez, at

the expense of the Chur¢hOn August 20, 1508, Cardinal Jiménez had been appointed
“for the service of God and in order to prevent the evil and the danihgeshe
Moriscos beyond was doing everyday in these kingdoms, especiallyadaraand
Andalusia”?® However, Pedro Navarro was still the commander of the troops. 89 ship
and 10 galleys transported 8000 foot soldiers and 3000 cavalry for the confuest
Oran?*

The expedition was a total success. “For justifying the warefftbrJiménez
offered terms of surrender to the Muslims which dictated that sheuld convert in
return for retaining their liberty. Once rejected, troops under ah@r@and of Navarro
had conquered Oran on 18 May 1509. The result was 4000 dead and a further 5000
brought to Spain as slaves with the booty totalling half million diéaliménez made
his entrance to Oran and made some regulations which would enligbteeader for
the motives behind the North African expeditions at least at thily estage. He
established two churches for the Catholics, two monasteries faiomasies, and
appointed an Inquisitor. It was palpable that his former policies vadsitdbe implied in
the region. Also logical it was, since the basic reason behindetsiee of Jiménez for
these expeditions was explicitly religious more than politicalfirknced a private war
not in order to glorify the reign of Fernando; but rather to followGherch’s interest
and for that purpose to furthéReconquistabeyond the strait of Gibraltar. The

extirpation of Islam from North Africa was the natural goal of such a policy

2 Fisher, p. 34.
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39



However, Jiménez immediately returned to Spain and left Navartbeasole
commander of the troops. At first glance it might appear thaba# due to a struggle
between the Church and the State. However, it was due to thetogfinterests of the
two kingdoms. Jiménez was representing the interests of thdigbasbbles, while
Fernando who was more driven by Aragonese motives did not want tingiveéhese
demands. He might be forced to interfere in North Africa, yet tvéldvdo it according
to his own agend¥. There had always been a disagreement between Navarro and
Jiménez. Actually, Fernando like he did it in 1505, appointed Navarro agéris in the
expedition since he did not want to lose control of the border warfanen\WWPedro
Navarro indicated that the control of Oran would belong to the Statenot to the
Church, the disagreement was aggravated. Furthermore, Navarratigxptimted out
that the expedition will not be extended to the hinterland, spoiling tleamdref the
war-loving aristocracy for new lands. The result was the operictdoétween the two
figures. Naturally, Fernando backed Navarro and called Jiménez back to Spain.

Algerians wisely accepted to sign a treaty which reducedithénto vassalage
to the Spain on January 10, 15%0According to the treaty, Algerians would
immediately return Christian slaves at their possession. Theydvadsb promise to
prevent the corsair raids and deny them entrance to their paddlhon, they would
pay tribute for 10 years. Spaniards would also like to assure thelcohthe city by
requesting one of the four rocky islands of Algiers. They wotdgdteapresidio there
whose effectiveness cannot be doubted since artillery’s rangkl weach the quarters

in the city. This Pefion de Algeiill later appear more frequently in this study.
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Pedro Navarro, now the sole commander of the Spaniard troops, wiitiered
Formentara with his troops including those of the Cardinal. In thiegsghe headed for
Bougie with 15 ships and 14000 soldi&tsdis instructions were to force an agreement
upon the ruler of Bougie in order to prevent him from shelterindvihglim corsairs in
his ports. There would be resort to arms, only unless such an agresmn&htbe
concluded. However, Pedro Navarro had second thoughts when he learned the
pestilence, dissention and internal strife from which the cityesedf There was a
struggle for the crown between the two contenders, Abdurrahman and Abdullah.
Navarro did not hesitate to take advantage of the situation andthatthelp of
Abdullah, who accepted the Spanish vassalage, conquered th& éfyerwards, a
treaty was concluded by which Spain did not only secure two feelseis the region
that would be erected by the Bougians themselves; but also foeegw king to send
two of his sons as hostages to SgafrBougie had to welcome the Spanish suzerainty
which would last until 155%%

The next target was Tripoli. The city was informed about thefd@ran and of
Bougie by Genoese agents and thus was occupied with the defaregpaeations, while
some of them preferred to transfer their precious belongingseomountaind®
However, the fortifications were in a poor position and the soldiere unaware of the
advantages of the gunpowder. Navarro, encouraged by the simple cdefjugspoli

on August 28, 1510, heading for the island of Djerba., a small island orasherre
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section of the Barbary Coast. His aim was the same “tempt fhepeace™* yet his
three ambassadors had been slain. He arrived to the island on R2Q0gyst his army
“for not obtaining drink and food®, remained exposed to the mercy of the summer

heat and thus was defeate@atile conque&t*®

was over and the prestige of Spain
suffered a heavy blow in from this disaster. Meanwhile, Ottonoasaas had already
established a base in Djertf4.The presence of the Ottoman corsairs in the island and
the relatively better situation of the defences proved effeegaenst the ill-supplied
contingents of Navarro.

In 1511, Spaniards furthered their successes by reducing some mhpires
like Tenes, Cherchel and Mostaganem to tribut¥hy.et, on the other hand, Spaniards
decided to halt their expansion, which appears to be due to thee fafl@apturing of
Querquenes on February 20, and the loss of several ships includingeieas a result
of two tempest$?® Nevertheless, given the fact that Navarro would be sent yooltaie
again, it is rational to conclude that the new pace of the Italiars had induced
Fernando to concentrate all of his forces in the region.

The war had already begun in ltaly in 1509. The new phypes Il (r. 1503-

1513) had decided to punish Venice. Italy had been divided into three witthHrethe
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in the island; yet not necessarily including Barbasas. Sandoval records: “There were in Djerbaesom
corsairs who were damaging Sicily, Corsica and I@&aa lot” see Sandoval, I, p. 40. Also, according
Gazavét Oru¢ went to Djerba when he decided to sett/astern Mediterranean. Seyyid Muradi Re'Ts,
Gazavat- Hayreddin Pa, ed. Mustafa Y Id z, (Aachen, 1993), p. 59, fola3 This also proves the
existence of corsairs before the advent of Barlsas

19 Gaid,op. cit.,p. 16, Iter, p. 73.

1% sandoval, 1, p. 45.
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north and Aragonese in the south. Between the two there were room yfasnenand
that should be Papac¢{ In December 1508, the anti-Venetiaeague of Cambraivas
concluded between Louis XlI, Maximilian and Jules Il. Fernando would @mtihe
project in April 1509. The same month French declared war and in Meayice
suffered a terrible defeat at thattle of AgnadelloYet, Jules Il was satisfied with her
humiliation and decided to pardon Venice after the conclusion of a htinglimeaty
concluded in December 1510. Now the Pope decided that the French king Louis XII was
much more troublesome for his policies. “Powerful he was useful, canmguebecame
dangerous®!

A Holy League was concluded in October 1511 between Papacy, Aragon,
Venice England and Swiss cantons. Fernando once again had to be invahedvar,
an important point seriously affecting his ill-willed North Afin expeditions. A turning
point occurred in 1512. At thieattle of Ravennayoung and able French commander
Gaston de Foix died even though French army enjoyed a clear viceEryhaevSpanish
troops. Yet, with his death, Fernando’s wife Germaine de Foix appaaréa rightful
heir of the Duchy of Navarre. Fernando did not hesitate to resartns; he invaded the
Duchy in 1512. Back in Italy, French was already defeated by 154 3hansituation
was finally fixed in 1516 thanks to a series of treaties. Fragblsrover Milan and the
Aragonese rights on the Kingdom of Naples were mutually recadynlzes struggle for
Italian hegemony was not over; another round would sure follow; yetothtr rulers.
On the first day of 1516, Louis XIlI died leaving the crowrFtancois d’Angouleme

Fernando would follow his example, and in the complex system ohgerithe most

110 3ohn Julius NorwichA History of VenicgNew York, 1989), p. 395.
1 Reinard, p. 334.
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resourceful ruler since the times of Charlemagne would bddas grandson Charles of

Burgundy. However, this is the subject of another chapter.

1.4. The advent of Barbarossas: 1513-1515

According to the western sources, the arrival of the Barbarossas &gibe can
be dated back to 1534% They were natives of Mytilene, ancient Lesbos, a Greek island
in the Aegean Sea. Their mother, Catalina was the widow otekGriest while their
father Yakub was an Ottoman officer in the region. Their date tf bas always been a
matter of discussion. The name Barbarossa was originally us€ardg, the allegedly
elder brother according to the Western sodréesvhile Gazavatdeclares him as the
second elder of the four brothéfé There are claims that the name Barbarossa was due
to his red beardb@rba rossa while some claim that it was a distorted version for Baba
Orug. After the death of Orug, the same name had also been ushis forother.
Probably it was also used as a family name by the Westemees. Both brothers were
occupied with navigation in the Aegean Sea under the aegis oftthmdd prince
Korkud who was then the governor of Manisa, Afterwards, Selim the @rionder to
prevent the flight of his brother Korkud prohibited navigation in the Ae§eanwithout
his authorizatiort™® In the last years of the reign of Bayezid II, there occurrstiuggle

for the imperial throne among the candidates. There was no filetbr the heritage of

2R, Le Tourneau, “Arudj” EI°.

113 5oucek, “The Rise of the Barbarossas"249.

14 Gazavat p. 47, fol. 5a.

115 Gazavat p. 60, fos. 30b-31a. Furthermore, semail Hakk Uzuncarl, “Il. Bayezid o ullar ndan
Sultan Korkud” Belleten XXX(1966), 583-90.

44



the imperial crown in the Ottoman Empire. According to Halidlc k “a tradition
limiting succession to the throne to a particular member ofiyhasty never existed in
Turkish states” since the issue of succession “should be left toediv$pensation. In
other words, the outcome of the civil war was considered the wiaxf and there
would be “no further theological or legal question of his legitimatyEven though
another OttomanehzadeAhmed was the favoured one in the capital, Selim succeeded
to prevail over him and secure the throne for himself by compeliis father’s
abdication from the throne! Even though Ahmed was removed, there remained
another contender, Korkud, with whom Selim reached to an agreemepiteDie
agreement between two brother according to which Korkud was assheed t
governorship of the island of Midilli; Selim considered his presasca threat at a time
when he was preparing a major campaign in the*®amnd secretly surrounded his
palace in Manisa. Even though he managed to escape, he would bearalighécuted
in 1513M°

At this point, it should be noted that Soucek challenged the general itlea in
Western sources that the advent of Barbarossas can be dated as early aschsOhgA
to him, these sources were written decades after the evedtsthay include
contradictory information even though indicated with considerableimgtta hus, he
argues that these sources confused the activities of anotlmenadttcorsair, Kemal

Re’ls with those of Barbarossas. Hence, it must have been him ettiedsin La

118 Halil nalc k, “The Ottoman Succession and its Relatiothto Turkish Concept of Sovereignty”, in
Halil nalc k, The Middle East and the Balkans under the Ottommpite: Essays on Economy and
Society(Bloomington, 1993), pp. 40-1.

1 Halil nalc k, “Selim 17, EF.

18 Halil nalc k, “Selim I, EF.

19 M. Tayyib Gokbilgin, “Korkud”, EF.
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Goletta. Soucek asserts that Piri Re’ls, in Kiab- Bahriye does not indicate the
presence of Barbarossas in the Western Mediterranean. Thiernestirig since Piri
Re’ls travelled not only with his uncle, but also with Barbaroa$ias the death of the
former. In addition, he indicates thaazavatimplicitly asserts that Barbarossa’'s advent
was in 1513. It was a book that was written at the request of tloen&t Sultan
Suleyman and there was no reason to misinform him in this mannéuallfc
Barbarossa brothers were operating under the aegis of theofi&illeyman’s father.
Thus it would be wiser to indicate an earlier date rather them wersa in order to
conceal the unpleasant fact that they were once at the sesfidéorkud. **°
Furthermore, Sanuto, whose records were contemporary, did not indicate the ppésence
Barbarossas until 15158" The argument that the late-fabricated Western chronicles
confused these corsairs is thus plausiffét is also logical since given the active role
they played in the region during the second decade of theetury; the silence of the
same chronicles on their activities until 1512 provokes suspicion. Hengeuld be
fair to conclude that they arrived before the first siege ofgigoand probably after the
civil war started in the Ottoman Empire which their protector Korkud lost.

However, at this point, it should also be added that such a theory does not
actually belong to Soucek. Four decades ago, Aziz Sdimitspeculated the same issue
with basically similar arguments. He defended the validity led year 1513; by

analytically discussing the different versions of Piri ReKstab- Bahriye'*® What

120 50ucek, “The Rise of the Barbarossgis"246.

121 Marino Sanuto| Diarii, XX, eds. Federico Stefani, Guglielmo Berchet, and Nid#rozzi (Venice,
1879-1902), p. 309.

122 A good example for the confusions of the Westenrees is the narration of Sandoval. He records an
agreement between Charles Quint and Suleyman i, IWshile the latter was not on the throne. See
Sandoval, |,p. 142-3

123 Jter, pp. 70-71.
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Soucek added to this theory is the overt reference to the Wesierces including
Sanuto and the assertion that the activities of Kemal Re’istaken for those of
Barbarossa.

The absence of Spanish pressure would facilitate Orug¢’s operatiavisigHust
arrived, he started to play a more active role in the regiorefficsency soon improved
due to the halt of the Spanish expansion. Allied with the other Ottooraairs in the
region, his power grew ostensibly to the extent that he would attempapture a
fortified city and dethrone a king as would happen in 1516.

Even though Orug¢ went to the Djerba at first, later he sailetl Wessought the
protection of a North African ruler whose ports he could use. The dilérunis,
Abdurrahman, was happy to accept Oru¢ aplotegé,as long as he consented to pay
one-eighth of the booty he brought to his ports, in addition to a two percent for the fee of
the port:?* The agreement was beneficial for both sides; Oru¢ wouldresex shelter
and a market place for his navy while the Tunisian Sultan wouldy eagiditional
revenues. Thus, he granted Oru¢ the castle of Halk al-Vad,appasrs in the Western
sources, La Goletta. Unlike Tunis, this place was located on thé Rértan coast,
and was well suited for corsairs.

The first Bougie expedition should be dated summer 1%140ruc’s

intervention was requested by the Hafsid governor of the city. Hedwenijoy a

124 Gazavatp. 61, fol. 33b.

125 According to Lane-Poole, corsairs were laying siég Bougie in 1512. See Lane Poole, pp. 40-44.
However, he is mistaken since their arrival in tbgion has already been dated as 1513. Hence, we ma
either accept the dates that Hess and Fisher tedica those that Abun-Nasr did, both contrary &mé
Poole. According to first claim, the first siegesmeonducted in 1514, while the second in 1515. Abun
Nasr with a slight difference placed the first gigg 1513. See HesBhe Forgotten Frontierpp. 61-63;
Fisher, 47; Abun-Nasr, 148. There is a unanimousiop that the second siege was in 1515, this time
with Sandoval’s approval. See Sandovah.198. Sanuto’s record for the event is dated 1&g, yet this

is the date of the receipt of the information, tAugtard is acceptable. Sanuto, XXI, p. 381.
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generous reward if he succeeded in eliminating the Spanish yokeh@&happeared in
front of Bougie with 12 ships with cannons and thousand soldiers. He dextkhe
port, while the deposed ruler of Bougie, Abdurrahman besieged thewdatvr8000
Moriscos also supported by Orug’s soldiEfsHowever, the attempt was unsuccessful.
After 8 days of siege, corsairs had to withdraw after Oreitgsfhad been shot from his
arm. His brother Khayr al-Din took him to Tunis where his arm would be amputated.

The second round would be due to 1515. This time backed with a Hafsid land
force from Tunis;?’ Oruc once again decided to respond to the call. Khayr al-Din, on
the other hand, on the way to Bougie with 7 ships, having informed #raieSe had
conquered Dijidjelli, succeeded to liberate the city. Meanwhile, ém¢ an envoy,
Muhiyiddin Re’ls, to Istanbul with presents for the Ottoman SulteimSthe Grim as
well as the high Ottoman officials in the capital. This was ftre indication of a
communication between corsairs and the Constantinopler#tégé of Selim’s rival,
Korkud, they had to leave the Aegean Sea when Selim ascended the Howeeer,
Selim did not mention the incident and cheerfully welcomed thioficbediencé?®
Apart from supplying Muhiyiddin Re’ls’ galleys, he awarded himhwitvo war
galleys:?®

The second round in the Bougie siege started successfully, sarsamaged to

take the castle thanks to the help of the soldiers of Ahmad Biadi*R On the other

16R Le Tourneau, “Arudj” EI°.

127 Abun-Nasr, p. 148.

128 “Hak Te'ala dinyada ve ahiretde miicahidin lalannyiizlerin ag eyleyiib d&'imi’d-dehr a’da-y
hasirin Gzerine klclar n keskiin eylesiin ve heldéaAllah- zu'l-Celal kuffar- héksar makhir u
mudemmer eyleyup berde ve bahrde ‘asékéldm lzerlerine mansir u muzaffer eylesi@gzavat,p.
77, fol. 63b.

129 Hess The Forgotten Frontierp. 63;Gazavat pp. 76-8, fos. 63a-66b.

130 Bin al-Kadi was a religio-tribal leader in Grana@tglia, which Oruc had to ally himself in order to
find local support. Kabylian tribes were dividedarthree in the period, and Ahmed bin al-Kadi waes t
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hand, the inner castle resisted. When 5000 Spanish troops arrived unaenthanc of
Manchin de Ventura®, all Oruc could do was to ask help from the ruler of Tunis for
gunpowder- Yet, the response, there was none, and corsairs had to withdréve fo
second time. Bad weather and desertion of local troops had alresatedc enough
problems; there was no chance to resist the Spanish squadron without denpsva
consequence, Oru¢ decided to withdraw. It should be added that this wahdrasva
hasty one, since there is a possibility that he burned severs ekssels in order to
prevent their capture by the enerhy.

However, there is an important question which should be addressed: Why did the
ruler of Tunis refuse to help? He was their protector and heeshemlingness in the
realisation of the first siege. The answer is that things dieanged; he was already
uncomfortable because of the active and aggressive policy that Oltoged.
Additionally, he might have calculated that it would no be wise to proBganish
aggression at a time when the pressure was lessened. Sheltgsags was another
thing, taking up arms against the Spaniards another. Also theéh&icOru¢ did not
return to Tunis and settle in the newly conquered Djidjelli mgbwe that the strife
resulted in the termination of their mutual cooperation.

Orug established a noteworthy prestige among the population of Bougie.
Especially after 1512, he tried to win sympathy in the region. &egly it could be

observed that in the narratives, the insolence of the undisciplinedrsonsal been

ruler of one of them, Kuku. This tribe was situaiedhe eastern part of Bougie and played impontalat

in corsairs’ expedition, especially given that thther two tribes sided with the Spaniards. See ®. L
Tourneau, “Kabylia; EF.

131 According to Sandoval, his name was Machin de &&ntSee Sandovap. 98.

132 Hess The Forgotten Frontierp. 63.

13 R. Le Tourneau, “Arudj”’ EI*; lter, p. 74.
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underlined. Probably these narratives were true since the |mfaltye population was
not always favourable on Orug¢’s account. For instance, the Algerauis @row weary
of his soldiers and try to expel them by a secret plot des@tevords of praise and their
depiction as saviours in a letter dated 1519, written by the Algerio the Ottoman
Sultan'®* They were the ones who invited Orug at the first place. Funtre, it should
be pointed out that Oruc did at least try to establish goodmesiips in the region. He
supplied corn to the neighbouring tribes in order to appease themisélacted as a
mediatory between the conflicting tribEs.

Despite these unfortunate Bougie expeditions, Barbarossas wenegpartant
power in the region. Their force grew ostensibly and surprisinglualyg, interestingly
enough, Spanish expeditions in the area had not been so costly. Acdcor@ndfrey
Fisher, the three expeditions in which three important citiegpdly Oran and Bougie)
had been conquered by the Spaniards did not cost more than two and ay$ahdia
350 casualtie$®® This alone might explain the reason why the Ottoman corsairs
appeared so strongly to the extent of establishing their own kingstmmething they
could not even dream of in the Levant. The local population of North Africa was not in a
situation to defend themselves and the ruling dynasties chose ta solihe growing
Spanish influence in the region in order to refrain from their aggmesAs will be
demonstrated, local forces of these pro-Spanish rulers did not wigle lsattle against
the Ottoman corsairs unless backed by the modern Spanish troops. These corsairs should

have never challenged a regular state, no matter how decenttatsédulers were.

134 “Nagah- nasr- din ve hami-yi miislimin ve muddlfii sebilillah olan Oruc Beg”. Temimi, “Lettre
des Algérois au Sultan Selirfién 1519”, p. 98.

1% R. Le Tourneau, “Arudj” EI°.

1% Fisher, p. 35.
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Therefore, corsairs appear as the hope of the local population whegréfmeyweary of
the Spanish pressure. As their power increased, local rulerdhbke df Tunis and of
Tlemsen would be restless and not hesitate to plot against Wegnthey would never

contemplate to confront them on their own.

1.5. Settlement in Algiers: 1516

In 1516, another call from another city had changed the course of events
drastically. As had already been noted, since 1510, Spaniards redgpex Alto the
vassalage under heavy conditions and furthermore erect@esadio in Pefion of
Algiers. Finally the new governor of this city-state, Salimrami gave in to the
pressure of the local population and sent a delegation to Djidgellidemanding
assistance against the Spaniard pressure. On the other handdéeshaot believe that
Salim himself initiated such a project since also the immedianflict that arose
between him and Orug prove so. According to him, such an invitation canohave
reason: the tension between two factions, partisans headed bya8élicountry Arabs
including those belonging to the faction of bin al-Kadi. He describlh 88 a Spanish
agent based on the fact that De Vera addressed him in a lettardaflence for his sons
as honourable and loy&l’ Lane-Poole argues on the other hand, that this offer was

made when the tribute was rejected by the Algerians followiegdeath of Fernando,

137 Fisher,p.48, for the afore-mentioned letter, see also @t land Toledo, p. 146. However, in my
opinion, this last idea that Salim was a Spanigitnaghould not be solely based on this latter. BeaV
was writing at a time when Salim was killed by Oand Spain was preparing an expedition in order to
conquer the city. Thus, it was natural that a Sgfamjeneral wishing to use Salim’'s sons for politica
purposes would address them with a delicate manner.
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and thus a causal relation is likely. Despite Fisher's contegyment, | agree with
Lane-Poolé>® While Sandoval repeats Lane-Poole’s story, Fisher refraiom f
explaining his argument. “Fernando was dead, with whom they —i.e.i&tgeheld the
peace for 10 years, they rose against the Spaniards of Pefiongaryimgf the tribute as
they were obligated... and told Horruc Barbarossa...for him to libehsm tfrom
servitude and the tribute which they were paying to the Spaniards”.

Orug again with the company of his local ally bin al-Kadi ¢chad to Algiers.
En route, he attacked Cherchel (Roman city of Caesarea) whisichaianed to be
occupied by a corsair named Kara Hasan by several sourceswlwugere disturbed
by his activities did not want to leave his flanks defencelegguced the city and
decapitated the corsdft’® However, Iter claims that there was confusion in this
statement?* As will be seen Khayr al-Din would attack Cherchel in 1525 in otder
eliminate his ex-lieutenant who rebelled against him who wascalded Kara Hasan.
Thus even though it has to be acknowledged that Cherchel was conquenedamthe
offered may be erroneous due to anachronism.

Naturally, Orug did not face any resistance and entered theveitomed by the
population. The first thing he did was the destruction of the tra¢eSpanish
domination on the city, such as insignias and dffnidowever, the real mission was not
their destruction but that of Pefion. Even though unlike the Algerians, Oduthéa
opportunity to utilize artillery, their range was not sufficienbugh to damage the walls

of the fortress. On the other hand, response to this ill-fateckattas more effective,

138 ane-Poole, pp. 45-6.

%9 sandoval, I, p. 99.

10 Gaid, p. 21.

%L Jter, p. 75.

142 sandoval, Ip. 99, Fisherp. 49.
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the range of the Spanish artillery could reach until the exteemgnes of the city. This
failure did not contribute to the popularity of Oru¢ among the local pbpual¢hat had
already been damaged by the irresponsible acts of the Ottmrsairs. Once welcome
they were; yet soon Oru¢ was to discover a plot against him provok#e [§panish
agents in the aré4’ Salim was executed by the order of Orug. Hence Orucheasthe

ruler of Algiers.

3 Gaid, p. 21.
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CHAPTER 2 (1516-1528):

STRUGGLE FOR ALGIERS

2.1. Introduction

Corsairs were elevated to a status of independence. This coohaeged the
balance of power in the region and transformed the Barbarossansrétbhm simple
corsairs to a more menacing threat for the Spanish coasts. Wérey now self-
sufficient; thus they could perform their actions without the shelteNorth African
ports and the whims of their owners. It is true that they wleeady effective under the
aegis of the Tunisian Sultan when they were allowed to use Lett&als their base.
Also after their change of base, Djidjelli and the island of Djerba which isagented
to corsairs by the Hafsid dynaly appeared as important bases for the corsair
activities. On the other hand, the settlement in Algiers provetf agvantageous for
corsairs. Now backed with important local allies like Ahmad IbiK&ali, their prestige
increased in the region as well as their sphere of influencs.ifigriease can be easily

observed since Oru¢ and Khayr al-Din could and did consider the establishment of a

144 3. Despois, “Djarba”, El
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quasi-kingdom in the area where they would conduct not only theiargiliperations,
but also diplomatic maneuvers.

This settlement also re-triggered the attention of the Spana@tte region. The
expansionist policies of Jiménez had been halted in 1511. Pefion’s gl@wsition, on
the other hand, would compel Spain to take a stand against the growinggiawer
Barbarossas. Even though these brothers were a matter of comoerrisi3; a more
aggressive action than sending a relief force was not consideredsagcesince
Spaniards proved themselves resistant in 1514 and 1515. However, as saérbe
below, the situation can be depicted as critical, based on the corresperktween
Peflon and Spanish officials. Hence, between 1516 and 1520, Spaniards would launch
four expeditions to the region whose results cannot be considered cailjeettan
though not decisive either. They challenged the corsair bid for rAlgwice and in
another expedition succeeded to eliminate the elder of the two brothers.

However, after the introduction of Habsburg-Valois rivalry, Spain eragged
into the European wars once again. The whole third decade of theycewwid be
spent under the shadow of this rivalry. Furthermore, there wer@ahteroblems for
Charles V not only in the Empire, but also in Spain itsedmmunerogavaged the
Iberian Peninsula in 1520-1522 and even succeeded to capture the \@taaries V.
Under such circumstances, a holy war was a luxury.

On the other hand, Ottomans had its own plans. Having been replacathérs f
Suleyman chose to attack west; yet his immediate naval conceuid vbe the
extirpation of the Knights of St. John from the island of Rhodes. Examgth Algiers

would nominally be under the aegis of the empire after 1519 when lKh@yn sent an
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envoy to Selim; there was no direct military cooperation excegiin grants that will
be mentioned. Even though the effect of the contribution is impossickdolate, it

can be concluded that Algiers at that time was not seriouslydayedi a province of the
empire.

Barbarossa’s expansionist policy was not successful in this pé&ieg. would
be able to repulse two Spanish attacks to the city and expandedidh@imance to
Tlemsen. Yet, Oru¢ died in 1518 and two years later Khayr aMi2is forced out of
Algiers, this time not by the Spaniards directly, but the comlmnadf local allies.
Khayr al-Din had to wait for another five years to return tgiéds gloriously and
eliminate his local opponents. However, his bid for Algiers wdk cintested and
unless he conquered the Sparpsésidioin Pefion, he would not consolidate his rule in

the city.

2.2. Spanish response (1516):

On the other hand, the bid for Algiers was not an easy task. A@erxtecution
of Salim, his son Yahya was rescued by certain Algeridnmmsswere wise enough to take
him to Oran and submit to the governor, Diego de Cérdtb&paniards would not
neglect to appreciate the value of such an opportunity.

How the new situation was perceived by Spain is a difficulstiore to ask. On
January, Fernando died leaving Cardinal Jiménez as the regent for both of the kingdoms

The new king will be a young Habsburg prince from Flanders tkdatal haste to take

15 Gaid, p.22.
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over the rule. Until his arrival, it was Jiménez who ruled Spain lemte a quick
response Barbarossas had to face. Jiménez planned a naval expegditish A&lgiers.
He probably calculated that it would be easy to recapture Algigh the help of the
artillery force of Pefion. Given the fragile loyalty of the popatatsuch a task was not
a chimera. According to him, “no one will be able to be powerful ortdtrain unless
so on the sea*® The cost of the preparation of the new fleet also proves his dedicat
to the issue of North Africa, 53.000 gold pieces per mbtth.

The corsair presence in Algiers was a blow to not only the Spanestige, but
also the security of itpresidio in Pefion. The situation was considered alarming. Its
commander Sefior Quiiit had already started to write letters to all governors oinSpa
indicating the supply problems from which his troops suffered, addind¢éhldad to go
to Majorca in order to provide food for theesidia*® Sandoval also records the cry for
help!*® The tone of Diego de Vera in one of his letters addressedfitmRe Algiers
already confirmed the pessimistic perception. He wanted ths@amo hold for 10 or
12 days since he wished to arrive for the reinforcements baskis @alculation that
2000 soldiers would not suffidg" Since he saw the necessity to encourage them for
resistance, the panic on the Spanish side can be deemed flagraofticer wrote to
Diego de Vera, the commander of the expedition, that the situataitical since there
Is not enough water, soldiers or ammunition. Furthermore, he estithatesne or ten

thousand soldiers would suffice for a successful expeditfo.certain Caprio depicts

146 Brandi, p.62.

47 Brandi, p.62.

148 His name was Nicolas even though not mentionebdrdocument.
199 Ar kan and Toledo, p. 144.

%0 sandoval, Ip. 94.

31 Ar kan and Toledo, p. 145.

132 Ar kan and Toledo, p. 157.
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better the harsh conditions from which the Spanish garrison wasisgff There was

only one month of food supplies, with no ammunition, and 80 soldiers who were not
paid in the last two year would not be able to defend the castlessumie
reinforcements arrived immediateéf}? In another letter Agustin Velasquez indicated
that there remained 4 quintals of gunpowder and food for 40'tfayesan de Tudela
wrote to De Vera that they were not paid for 18 months and infolmmadthat the
expedition will not be a surprise for Barbarossa since he alrstadyed to strengthen
city's defences> Hence, Braudel is sound in depicting the harsh conditions in these
presidics due to the problems of salary, provisions and transportation.

The campaign itself was not perfectly planned. First of adllsib suffered from
problems of supply. As late as September, Del Rio warned Jim@aethéy could not
move since the supply problem could not be sofvéde Vera had to ask for the
cannons in Pefion claiming that theesidio could not utilize them since they do not
have ammunitiod®® A logical solution would be to provide ammunition instead of
taking cannons away; De Vera’s choice should have been motivated mgntieeliate
need for cannons for the navy. Also from the letters addressedchémeli, it can be
deduced that there were disagreements among the commandersegpedédion. Del
Rio did not hesitate to complain about De V&tawhile Quinto expressed his total

dissatisfaction with the decisions that had been taken. According to him, De Vera not

133 Ar kan and Toledo, pp. 158-9.
134 Ar kan and Toledo, p. 163.
135 Ar kan and Toledo, p.161.

%6 Braudel, II, pp. 185-7.

57 Ar kan and Toledo, p. 170.
138 Ar kan and Toledo, p. 180.
139 Ar kan and Toledo, p. 172.
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only failed in bringing sufficient amount of troops but also deprivedptiesidio from
artillery and soldier-®°

There were problems. Moreover, Jiménez pursued an obsessive policy of
controlling everything. Given the average velocity of communicatiohdrié’ century,
such an attitude would cause problems. From the correspondence, be cdearly
understood that, the commanders of expedition, had to address every problem t
Jiménez himself. De Vera sent the letters he dispatched tdohifeedback’; such
letters are also indicated in another docum&nHe asks for his permission to take
priests to the expedition with hifi® Another document would appear as a more blatant
example. In this letter De Vera requested from Jiménez te warietter to the General
Captain of the Galleys in order to ensure that he allows hmentove cannons from the
galleys which would set sail for their winter quarters. Givert thase ships would
winter in their ports, he wanted to take the cannons which his slciedf&* Finally
from another document, it can be conceived that even for basic finamaitdrs like
salary payment, the approval of the Cardinal was essétitial.

This expedition should not only be considered a response to the instatition
the Barbarossas in Algiers. It is true that, as also theesmwndence prove, it was
provoked by the event; yet on the other hand Jiménez’ policy wasnritgd to the
expulsion of the corsairs from Algiers. One of these documendslyclstates that he

also planned another expedition to the island of Djerba, another lratfee fMuslim

180 Ar kan and Toledo, p. 179.

181 Ar kan and Toledo, p. 148 records: “I am sending ¢opies of the letters that | will send —i.ethe
king of Tenes and the son of Salim al-Toumi- ineoridr you to see them and correct if necessary”.
162 Ar kan and Toledo, p. 166.

183 Ar kan and Toledo, p. 152.

184 Ar kan and Toledo, p. 167.

185 Ar kan and Toledo, p. 169.
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corsary. According to this, De Vera and Del Rio instructed @aioy for Jiménez that
in case an expedition of Djerba would follow, letters should be addresteel viceroys
of Sicily and Naples for the supply preparatioffs.

Spaniards did not lack the local support on the eve of the expeditiniasit
natural since the presence of Barbarossas was not a relidfiefdocal rulers. The
discomfort which the ruler of Tunis had displayed against the groanmgtions of two
brothers had already been indicated. The ruler of Tunis did noateesat write to De
Vera in August to assert his loyalty for Sp&ihFurthermore, De Vera did not vacillate
to apply diplomatic manoeuvres with the son of Salim, Yahya. Ittex leddressed to
him, he indicated his willingness to punish the murderer of his faahdrasked him to
cooperate in such a tas¥. The disloyal population of Algiers should also be added.
Even though another document asserted that Barbarossas had won tlyeoloyfadt
populatiort®®, it should be discarded since the plot against them in the past would be
repeated in the future. Finally, the ruler of Tenes agreed to digganst the corsairs
upon Spanish requeSf Even though such an attack should be dated after the
expedition itself, it proves the pro-Spanish agenda of the local rulers.

Finally, the navy arrived to Algiers on September 30, 1516. Theye w
composed of 60 ships carrying 8.000 soldiers as well as Yahya alT{ifine result
was disastrous for the Spaniards. Upon their arrival, they thoughththasoldiers

outside the city would fight with them due to Yahya’'s presence. Menwhen they

186 Ar kan and Toledo, p. 175.

187 Ar kan and Toledo, p. 153.

188 Ar kan and Toledo, p. 146.

189 Ar kan and Toledo, p. 157.

R, Le Tourneau, “Arudj” EI°.

"1 Gaid, p. 23. Sandoval also records: “8000 menaagdod fleet”, Sandoval, |, p. 94.

60



landed, the situation was far different than was assumed. When guasfived by
soldiers outside the city which Spaniards considered their aliieg, tad to encamp
unfavourably:’? Further disgrace was bad weath&Oruc divided his forceS,* and on
October 4, attacked their encampment and inflicted a severe de&dDiego de Vera.
The repercussion of such a stern defeat was 3.000 dead and 400 ¢&piatsa,

according to Gaid, was never heard of anynifte.

2.3. The conquest of Tlemsen and the death of Oru¢ (1517-1518):

After this victory, Oruc¢ decided to enlarge his newly acquiredgdom. In 1517,
he occupied Tenes and Miliana. The nephew of the king of Tlemsen, hadeaccupi
Tenes with the help of the Spaniards. Yet, the fate of this Spagéstt’’ was sealed
when Oru¢ decided to remove him after having received the ofalbhe local
178

population.”® According to Gazavat firstly Khayr al-Din descended upon the city

where he met no resistance. Yet, as soon as he left the city, leavingraalie}itthe

12 Gaid, p. 23.
173 «Karanuluk bir baran f rt na kalkutbyle k gdz gozi gérmeyiib kafirleriin baa boyle bir taya d ki
p. 90, fol. 88b. However, Sandoval does not resmich a tempest for 1516 expedition. It is posditde
there was a confusion between two expeditions @6lanhd 1519Gazavatindicates the decisive role of
the tempest in both of these expeditions. SeeGésavatp. 105, fol. 117b.
1" Gazavatp. 89, fol. 88a.
5 sandoval, I, p. 94. HoweveBazavamnumbers the captives as 27@3zavatp. 90, fol. 89b.
76 Gaid, p.23.
1" Gazavataccused him to serve for Spanish interests. “Viehde zad u zahire gemilere yiiklediib
spanya yakas na gonderir idGazavat p. 92, fol. 94a.
178
Iter, p. 79.
19 Gazavag p. 94, fol. 97a.
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former ruler reinstalled his ruf8® Oruc in a second effort would occupy the city once
again®®!

Another call for help fitted the growing territorial ambitions@ifuc¢. There was
a dynastic struggle among the Zayanid princes in Tlemsen faljothe death oAbu
Abdullah Muhammedn 1517. He was the one who accepted Spanish vassalage
voluntarily after having considered that the growing Spanish influemdbe region
might be dangerous for his reign. His humble voice proves his camepti “I consider
myself your servant to a greater extent than any other Moauisr... | consider all the
time that | have not spent in your service wasted”. Upon the seqti¢he king, he did
not only release 130 Christian slaves; but also sent 22 horsesesti#iin gifts and a
tribute of 60.00@oblas, taken by a certain Muhammed, his an ambassador to Bfifgos.
His successorAbu Hammou Illaccepted Spanish vassalage and harsh economic
conditions. The population requested from Orug to remove the Spanish yoke. First of all,
the tribute paid to the Spain which was equal to 1.200 ducats wasbaoinae for them.
In addition, with this deal, they lost the revenue from the custonesdon Oran’s
external tradé®® Even though Andrew Hess adds that the religious class of the town
was favourable to the idea of gaza, the holy war®* this assertion is not backed
sufficiently by the author himself. Given the nature of diplomacthe region, where
the loyalty of the local inhabitants was on a daily basis rotlean that of Renaissance

princes, such an affirmation might be problematic.

180 Gazavatp. 95, fol. 99b.

181 Gazavatp. 96, fol. 100b.

182 For Spanish original and an English translatiorhef letter of the ruler of Tlemsen to Fernande, se
Colin Smith,Christians and Moors in Spain Volume II: 1195-1§Warminster, 1989), pp. 156-159.

183 Abun-Nasr, p. 149.

184 Hess The Forgotten Frontierp. 64.
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Orug succeeded in capturing Tlemsen and another important city &alla
without affronting any armed resistance. According to Sanuto, healithave more
than 350-400 soldiers. Even though such a number might seem as an undervaluation,
still it might reflect the weakness of the city to defendlitsThe ruler of Tlemsen first
withdrew to the inner castle. Having realized that it would not bsilplesto resist, he
fled. Oruc Re’ls with the support of the local population seizeditg® On the other
hand, naturally, the local ruler sought help from his protector, Spéoulay Abu
Hammou went to Oran, where he was welcomed by the garrison commander Marquis
Comares, afore-mentioned Diego Hernandez de C6r#dbt was not only concerned
with the growing prestige and political power of this simple cgrsat also disturbed
when Orug prohibited to the city of Kal'a providing supplies for Gf4riwe have
already noted the problems of supply that Spanish enclaves awaytHeoiberian
Peninsula were facing. 300 soldiers from the garrison of ‘raiith the participation
of some local mercenari®8 launched an expedition for the relief of the ¢ity/At that
time, according t@&azavat Orug had already sent three-quarter of his forces to Algier
based on the assumption that this new kingdom might need a bettisomarr

However, this assertion can also be a late fabrication in ordiepiot Orug as a man of

185 Sanuto, XXV, pp. 279-805azavaialso records the popular support. The notabléseotity addressed
Oruc as follows: “Ho geldintiz safa geldiniz ya Re’isi’l-mivahidin zgtéina mibéarek ehlen ve
sehlen”,Gazavat p. 97, fol. 102b; “El hamdu’l-illahol z&limin errinden bizi halas eyleyib beledimizi
ndr ile minevver eylediniiz.Gazavatp. 97, fol. 103a.

18 sandoval, Ip. 100.

87 Gazavatp. 97, fol.103b; p. 99, fol. 105b.

18 sandoval, 1p.101.

189 Gazavatnumbers them as 20.000; a number which | wouldagmh with suspicionGazavat,p. 99,
fol. 106a.

190t should be added here that the loyalty of tHesal mercenaries was fragile. Thus, the commaatier
the garrison of Oran, Marquis de Comara had reqddsbm the local mercenaries “33 noble childres” a
hostages since he did not want to rely on theialtyy Sandoval, Ip. 101, also seGazavat,p. 99, fos.
105b-106a.

191 Gazavatp. 98, fos. 103b-104a.
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courage, as well as re-portraying his ultimate defeah&yChristians which would cost
him a life.

Khayr al-Din, on the other hand, was anxious in Algiers. Heimfasmed of the
situation. What he could do was to send a relief force numbering 2.000 tineder
command of his younger brotheshak'®? However, Khayr al-Din preferred to remain in
the city, probably given the loyalty of the population. Sandoval comntbatshe
wanted to make sure “if Orug falls, this kingdom does ht.”

At this point, there are two different narrations. AccordinGé&zavat Oru¢ was
besieged in Kal'a instead of Tlemsen. According to this, the amdbenemy forces
first conquered Kal'a. Orug Re’is decided to relieve the city laft Tlemsen while the
former ruler of the city had re-occupied it at the absencéefcorsair. Orug, on the
other hand, succeeded to capture Kal'a from the Spaniards. Hisantevds to spend
the winter in the city. Yet, Spaniards sent another force agamst, ®@xaggeratedly
numbering “30.000 — 40.000". Attackers had granted him safe conduct in retuhe for
castle. Yet, when Orug left the city, they followed and defk&im in a battle in which
he was also slaift* On the other hand, Spanish documents present a different story.
According to Sandoval’, it was the reinforcements who were besieged in Kala.
Spaniards tried to deny to corsair reinforcement passage towkmasen. So, they
besieged the contingents shak. Yet, thanks to a double spy, the beleaguered corsairs
defeated them. They had succeeded to lift the siege thanksitprises attack upon the

attackers. On the other hand, another relief force was expeditedl't whder the

192 Gazavatp. 99, fol. 107a.

19 sandoval, Ip. 101.

19 Gazavatpp. 99-102, fos. 106a-112b.
1% sandoval, Ipp. 100-101.
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command of Martin de Argote. This force was relatively strangensisting of 2.000
infantry with some cavalry. He succeeded in capturing the ciganwWhile, Orug, with
his ally, Ahmed bin al-Kadi, was in Tlemsen, against the combineskdoof the
deposed ruler of Tlemsen and 300 Spanish soldiers. After the conqueat'af e
Argote decided to join them with his forces. Having been infornyetthd recent defeat
of the reinforcements, Orug decided to flee the city in order td fogaAlgiers. He left
his men in the castle while he escaped secretly with feavessl The ruler of Tlemsen
was re-established in the city with the obligation of paying 4difilas as a tributé?®
Spaniards followed Oru¢ since he was carrying his treasitinehim. Finally, he was
trapped with his 30 men against 45 Spaniards. Garcia de Tinedo killed him in 1518.
On the other handzazavatdoes not record the presence of two armies and
insists that the death of Orug took place after he left Kallae reinforcements
succeeded in meeting with the army of Oru¢ and the united Yeaisebesieged not in
Tlemsen, but Kal'a. They were able to defeat an enemy army of 18c0diers before
they finally settled in the city. However, they were not poulegihough to resist the
Marquis’ army. They accepted the offer of safe-conduct sincadladive is better than
being dead®’. However, Spaniards did not respect the treaty. In my opinion, the
Spanish narration is more plausible since it was based on not @lgctiount of
Sandoval, but also a letter of Charlesf.In addition, the notables of Algiers, in a
letter dated 1519 and addressed to the Ottoman Sultan Selimitihew®uld mention

that Orug was killed in Tlemsen. However, at this point, it shoulahdieated that their

1% sanuto, XXV, p. 498.
197 Gazavatp. 101, fol. 111a.
19 Ar kan and Toledo, pp. 185-6.
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version of the story indicates that Orug attacked Bougie instelédl'af**° Probably, in
Gazavat it was intended to distort the fact in order to lessen thelilation of not only

a defeat, but also an escape from the city. Instead of accepan@®tuc left the city
secretly with his treasuré&azavatpreferred to assert an agreement of safe-conduct to
which the infidels were not loyal. Hence, Oru¢’s dead was ader@®; he was slain
since he did not want to surrender his arms after he left thle.ddsvertheless, he was
actually caught by a Spanish contingent of 45 soldiers, afterdestee the city and left
most of his men inside.

Surely, it was a heavy blow for Khayr al-Din. His situation wasconsolidated
even in Algiers itself; his forces were small. However, ¢bhaquerors of Tlemsen did
not extend their expedition to Algiers. Troops were shipped back to 8pdi€omara
headed for Oran. This, Lane-Poole argues, was a “lost opportuniti.“@he steady
march” to Algiers, it would be possible to eradicate corsairs from Noriba\ft such a
fragile time when the founder of the miracle had perished. Yetredible folly”, was
repeated agaiff’

Meanwhile, back in Spain, the new king, Charles V had second thoughts. He was
pleased with the result when he was informed in Zaragoza; howevevas aware of
the fact that as long as Algiers remained under the soveredfmorsairs, the victory
was not a complete on&* An expedition was authorized against Algiers under the

command of the viceroy of Sicily since 1509, and “Captain GenerdieofSea and

199 Temimi, “Une Lettre des Algérois”, p. 98.

20 | ane-Poole, p. 53. Not only Lane-Poole, but alssnBnd Braudel considers the failure of the
Spaniards to implement a consistent policy of esganin North Africa, following the conclusion of
ReconquistaAccording to him, “once lost, the occasion wilver present itself again” See Braudklp.
181.

21 sandoval), p. 138.

66



Captain General of the Maritime Army and the Conquered TeyritoNorth Africa™%?

Hugo de Moncada. In 1519, he started the expedition with 4.500 soldiers; hokhisve
army was reinforced in Bougie by Perafan de Ribera and in @yathe marquis of
Comares. Iter records that he also took veterans from Mars al-K8balotta records

80 sails and 6.000 soldiers based on Mafroni thus based on Spanish doéliments.
Sanuto’s record is 10.000 Spanish soldiers; yet this round number islieste?®
When he arrived to Algiers, he wanted to attack as quickly as poskibieever, a
certain Gonzalo Marino de Rivera insisted that they should watihéoking of Tlemsen
since he would come with “many Arab cavalry and foot soldiens&s€ soldiers would

not be useful for the siege work; however, their contribution would bé wta
skirmishes against the local contingents of Algiers. Spanish fo@®abarded the city

for eight days. On the™day of the expedition, an unexpected storm changed the
course; a striking north wind stormed the navy. Sanuto claims that they had adleeady
embarking to the ships in order to led%/&As a consequence, 26 ships and 4.000
soldiers were los’’ Soldiers who could survive from the ships that sunk were further
surprised by Moorish attack; there remained only 600 of #{&ffhere was nothing left

to do but to lift the siege. So did Moncada and set for Ibiza withetimaining of his
forces. The defeat was a relief for Khayr al-Din, apart feohuge blow to the prestige

of the new king who identifies himself as the protector of ftith, Defensor Fidei.

Lane-Poole argues that the failure of Moncada had actualhg#tened the position of

292 Fisher, p. 55.

293 Jter, p. 85.

204 A, Galotta, “Khayr al-Din” EI%.

2% Sanuto, XXVI, p. 58.

2% sanuto, XXVI, p. 58.

27 sandoval), p. 138. Sanuto records the loss as 20 ships af@ &dldiers. Sanuto, XXVI, p. 58.
2% sanuto, XXVI, p. 58.

67



Khayr al-Din, and paved the way for his expansion in the Middl&@gar The result
would be the conquest of Collo, Bona and Constarfthelowever, as shall be seen,
their conquest was hardly caused by this victory, if dated 15811822 as Galotta

assert$X° Khayr al-Din would have already lost Algiers by that time.

2.4. Incorporation of Algiers into the Ottoman Empire (1519):

In the last few years, the map of the Middle East had cldasmgmificantly.
Unlike the pacifist policies of his father, Bayezid Il who wapased in 1512, Selim
was a belligerent ruler. As soon as he ascended to the throne,deehimacharacter
flagrant. Before his ascension, he was the Governor of Trebizond, Wwaednad the
chance to observe the deeds of a newly emerged leader in Iran, sgih Thus,
Selim’s primary target would be Safavids. After suppressingkiadba rebellion in
Anatolia, he headed further east to confront Stshail. The Ottoman army backed
with the gunpowder technology, managed to resist the cavalry chafrge®mail. The
result was a defeat for him from which he could never recover. asiera parts of
Anatolia as well as northern parts of Iraq were seized. How&edim could not follow
this victory. During his campaign against Shamail, Memluks and their ally
Dulkadiro ullar threatened the rear of his army. Selim first incor@orathe
Dulkadiro ullar territory to the Ottoman Empire and then attacked the pMemwyluk

State. As a result of two wars, the Ottoman army had succézdedide a wide region

299 | ane-Poole, p. 55.
20 Galotta, “Khayr al-Din” EI°.
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from Syria to Egypt. It was a quick conquest in terms of Ottopse, given that the
conquest of the Balkan Peninsula would take more than one and a haleéslecad
Following this victory, dependent Arab lands includingrifs of Mecca and Yemen
changed its protector and accepted Ottoman suzerainty. Memlekhathtdisappeared
and the Ottomans were now the only significant power not only iMttdle East; but
also in the Islamic worl@**

In 1519, alsode factovassalage of the corsairs to the Ottoman Sultan was
legalised. Khayr al-Din sent an ambassador to the Ottoman SuliantBe Grim, to
which he responded favourably. Barbarossas had already sent two esvaysact of
submission to the Ottoman Sultan. The first one, Muhiyiddin Re’is wérd @ Edirne
where he was warmly welcomed by the Ottoman Stiffaand the second, a noted
corsair, Kurdolu Muslihiddin who obtained audience in Egypt.Gazavat records the
name of the third envoy as Hac Hiiseyina&'* Sanuto also gives the account of the
arrival of an envoy from Algiers. However, he notes that his nama®e Sinan Re’ls
instead of Hac Huseyift> On the other hand, Temimi published the letter written by
the Algerian notables in which the deeds of the corsairs waigegdt This letter clearly
indicates that Abu’l-Abbas Ahmed bin al-Kadi was sent as an erf¥ary.my opinion,
it is not also possible to rule out the possibility of a joint envoy.

This way or another, Algiers had become an Ottoman province nomimnhgy.

incorporation of Algiers to the Ottoman Empire was completedimSekent an

2 Halil nalc k, “Selim I”,EI%.

212 Gazavatpp. 76-8, fos. 63a-66b.

13 Gazavatpp. 87-8, fos. 84a-85a.

2 Gazavatp. 114, fol. 135a.

215 5anuto, XXIX, p. 286.

#1® Temimi, “Une lettre des Algérois”, p. 98
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investiture decredhatt- erif and a standardandjak,while in Algeria; the Ottoman
Sultan would be accepted as the overlord of the city. Selim als@ €84 janissaries,
artillery and granted the privilege of recruitment of volunteers hviiould enjoy the
same status with the janissarféSIn exchange, the name of the Ottoman Sultan would
appear in the Friday prayditsutba),while his figure on the minted coins.

Selim was probably pleased to see that such troublesome elenszataway
from his lands, conducting a holy war against the infidels. Yavuznaasnly pleased
to see corsairs harassing the Christian coasts instead of cpushgms in the Aegean
Sea, but also aware those corsairs’ conquests would be a usefibutmm to the
Ottoman Empire. It was not only a matter of prestige; Badsas had succeeded to
establish his rule in North Africa which now the more prudent Ka&izin offered it to
the Ottoman Sultan. Selim, after the conquest of Egypt, had alstadgd to consider
these corsairs under his aegis and the lands they had or would conhisesphere of
influence. That is why he pronounckthghrip as one of his lands in tHietihnamethat
he wrote to his son, Siileymaii.

The reasons for Khayr al-Din’s choice of submission were obviots. i all,
the Ottoman Sultan was the most prestigious ruler in the Ishawnicl. Their prestige
had increased as a result of the recent conquests. On the otherBhamahossa
brothers, or any other corsair in the region, were not only fonegtee the local
population, but also ordinary soldiers of fortune with no legitimacy. &adsas could
invade the whole North Africa; however, these successes wouldremder the threat

of a sudden collapse as long as they remain usurpers in thefdaliedocal population.

217 Galotta, “Khayr al-Din” EI* based on Haedo.
218 smail Hami Danimend, zahl Osmanl Tarihi Kronolojisill ( stanbul, 1971), p. 48.
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In North Africa, where the social composition was mostly reltgbal, corsairs from
Levant could not compel people to full obedience. Neither did the attaideme
insolent corsairs help the situation. Even though in their letter,riAfgge praised the
efforts of the Barbarossa brothers to Selim, this was mostlyodine imminent Spanish
threat at that moment. Their attitude proves their disloyaltyy Hael plotted against
Orug soon after they had invited him to the city. The reason whyrkdtddin could not
leave the city in 1518 in order to help his brother against the Spanigis fwas the fact
that he could not rely on the loyalty of the majority of the popariatA year later, he
would have to withdraw from the city since he considered his situation was puscari
Another reason for that cooperation was the situation of Khayrmakbithe

region. He was well aware of the blurriness of the future. SpEnwere still extant in
the region; they were the rulers of important places like Orangi®, and Tripoli. The
new ruler, Charles V was far more ambitious and rich than hisdfmther was. At the
moment, he was busy with consolidating his rule in the Iberian Peningetahe
inherited not only his grandmother’s aspirations of a crusade, but alsonpesial
crown from his other grandfather Maximilian in 1519. Khayr al-Din,ledther hand,
was not in an excellent situation. After the recent defeatrat @ the region, local
rulers were against him and he was having a hard time to fonthwhile allies in the
region. The rulers of Tunis and Tlemsen were eager to extigtadenan corsairs from
the region since they considered him a more serious threat th&paherd aggression
was. Furthermore, they were provoking Spaniards. Moreover, in Algiersortlye
problem was not the loyalty of the population; a strong Spapiekidiq Pefion of

Algiers was facing his headquarters.
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2.5. Redefined Foreign Policies:

2.5.1. Spain’s decreasing interest in the region:

After the victory of the corsairs in 1518, Spanish pressure woulceaser
gradually. The sole exception would be the expedition to Djerba in18a¢*° under
the command of Hugo Moncada. He arrived to Djerba with 13 galleyship@ and
10.000 infantry, according to Sando%l.Hess, on the other hand, numbers them as
13.000%*! It is interesting to see such numbers since it would not be ldgitink that
an expedition of this calibre will be conducted with 10.000 infantry whiare
important expeditions with lesser soldiers. For instance the diqredgainst Algiers in
1516 was undertaken with 8.000 soldiers. The reason might be the discaamagém
the last two expeditions against Algiers, if not a common faltddiie afore-mentioned
sources. As a result of this expedition against Djerba, the tisaf was forced to

222 However, this

surrender and pay tribute, which Sandoval records as 12dlilas
important succe$$’ could not be consolidated.

This was most probably due to the complex problems that the gyvestd
empire of the new ruler of Spain, Charles V. He appeared as the most powerfiliatuler
Europe had seen since Charlemagne; yet he had inherited vasti¢srutith serious

problems. The arrival of the sixteen-year old king to Spain woelddayed for some

time. When finally he arrived in the Peninsula in 1517, rivalry betwmeis Flemish

29 Fisher, p. 53.

22 sandoval, Ip. 141.

2 Hess,The Forgotten Frontierp. 67.

222 3andoval, Ip. 141.

2 Brandi considers it “a great success againstangaas”. See Brandi, p. 137.

72



court and the local nobility expecting to fill the high ranks in Gdsasl court created
further problems. As soon as he was proclaimed the king of Ceamtitleof Aragon
separately by respective national parliaments, the death ofdmslfgther had paved
way for another challenge: imperial election. As indicated betbianks to the decisive
argument of money Charles inherited his grandfather’s imperial crown in 1519.
However, with the imperial election, Charles’ problems were nat @ganiards
did not welcome a foreign king with a foreign agenda and a Flemish court. In addition to
a late arrival, soon the king would have to abandon his new kingdoms mtoskgtle
the religious disputes in the Empire. After all, his reign wouldnmmeked with a
universal agenda in the future. The result was the rev@bofunerosThe menace was
serious; it was not a bunch of rebels, but the towns who had turned againsii king.
On April 16, a popular rebellion commenced. They have expelled rggatsafrom the
city and elected a city committee. The movement did not renmaitetl to Toledo, it
spread to other cities. An alternative Corles,Santa Junta de las Comunidadess
created. Charles’s viceroy, the future pope, Adrian of Utrechtdel@do suppress the
movement by arms, a task which he failed in accomplishing. Heakas prisoner by
the rebels. The threat was growing everyday, rebels de@ddthtienge the legitimacy
of Charles and offer the crown to its rightful owner, Charlesthar, Joan. She was
already legally queen of Spain; yet due to her mental probfér@harles was the ruler
in force as the co-king for both of the kingdoms. However, she refebsiist offer.
Finally, Charles gave in to the demands of the nobles and thestsysiicceeded in

separating the noble support behind the rebellion. Rebellion was suppressed in 1522.

224 she was named Juana la Loca, Joan the Mad.
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At that moment, theTreaty of Noyonof 1516, which was nothing but “a
deceiving appearancé® failed in keeping peace and open hostilities re-started between
Habsburg and Valois. The imperial forces were more successful thter rivals.
Habsburg contingents succeeded in expulsing French from the Dudhyaof while
on the other hand, French expedition to Navarre ended up fruitless. Fmategein
December 1521,.eon X(r. 1513-1521) was dead and his successorAdasn VI (r.
1522-1523), Charles’ tutor. Both the secular and spiritual authority of Ewagpe&ow
united under these two Flemish. Charles succeeded to form a Europadadee
against France in 1523, consisting of his brother Ferdinand, HenrWéhice, Adrian
VI, and other ltalian states like Milan, Florence, Genoa, Siena larmta®?®
Furthermore, he gained the loyalty of the FrenchnétableCharles de Bourbon who
turned against his king due to a dispute over his dominions. In 1524, Frenclvasm
pushed back in Lombardy and the way to invasion of France was open ifoptrals.

Yet, instead of following the route of Lyon where Charles de Bourbtmrdassure the
loyalty of his former subjects, Charles preferred to &tfaocm Provence. His armies
were stopped in front of Marseilfé” Francois, on the other hand, marched beyond the
Alps with a new army and besieged Pavia. When the Habsburg contingeves an

25" February 1525, the battle was decisive. The French king would heisiomer of

his formerconnétableand would directly be transported to Spain.

The emperor was now stronger than ever; however, the peace would not be
assured so easily. In France, the regéntjise de Savoiéd. 1531), the mother of

Francois, had nothing to do but to ask help from the Ottomans on tloé eedecisive

% Brandi, p. 65.
226 Brandi, pp. 196-7.
22 Reinard, p. 375.
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Hungarian campaign of 15268 Finally, an agreement was reached between two rulers
in January 1526. Yet, the more thiseaty of Madridwas favourable to Habsburg
interests, the harder it was to execute it.

At the beginning, Francois left two of his sons to the emperor anédyfor
Paris where he promised to ensure the return of the contesttatiesyof the Duchy of
Burgundy. Nonetheless, such action would result in the disappeavhreceoherent
kingdom. Thus, the execution of the agreement was not plausible. Futkethings
had changed. The Ottoman pressure would soon be felt on the eastern fieontheA
battle of Mohacs, the death bbuis 1l of Hungary (r. 1516-1526) enabled Ferdinand as
the husband of the sister of the last king, to have claims on theaHamgrown.
However, a direct threat to the Archduchy of Austria was also ohviqpest from this
Ottoman pressure, Charles had lost his support in the European Eingllish Prime
Minister Wolsey was not sharing the unrealistic dreams of Henry VIl @paltition of
France with the emperor. His primary objective was to hirfteegtowing power of the
master of the Low Countries and of Sp&ihMoreover, desire of Henry VIII for the
annulment of his marriage would create enmity between two dgsasiatherine of
Aragon was the aunt of Charles, and the emperor was by no meanscesge that the
interests of his family be challenged. In addition, Wolsey wash@obnly one who felt
challenged by the growing power of the Habsburgs. Italianssédse considered that a

Habsburg control in the South as well as in the North would upset the balances-of-power

228 ghe wrote in her letter: “Confugimus ad Te magrDaesarem, ut tu liberalitatem tuam ostendas et
filium meum redimas”, Hammer, V, p. 118 French ambassador reached Constantinople irnl&28.
See smail Soysal, “Turk Fransz Diplomasi Minasebetigri [k Devresi”, stanbul Universitesi
Edebiyat Fakiltesi Dergisi3 (1951-2), p.66. For the reply of the Ottomant&ul see Halil nalc k,
“Hagl lar ve Osmanl lar: Barbaros Hayreddin 8aransa’da”, iffirk Denizcilik Tarihi,ed. Bulent Ar
(Ankara, 2002), pp. 127-8. For the french transtatisee Annie Berthier, “Un Document Retrouvé: La
Premiére Lettre de Soliman au Frang6i1526)”, TurcicaXXVII (1995), pp. 263-66.

229 Brandi, p. 201.
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in the region. Finally, he had lost his support in Rome a long timeAsdyian VI died
and Giulio de’ Medici replaced him &emente VI(r. 1523-1534) in November 1523.
He did not lose time to express his anti-Habsburg intentions.

Thus, the_eauge of Cognawas signed in 1526 among lItalian states, Henry VIl
and Francois. Francois refrained from respecting the clausime ®featy of Madrid
Thus, a new war started in 1528 with a joint French and EnglisbkatBaench
contingents headed for South Italy where the Spanish viceroy coulgeniarm a
proper resistance. He would soon be killed in a naval battle and leakengdom in
disarray. Naples was besieged by the French and the entire kingaoabout to fall to
the French control. Yet, Charles succeeded to remove the naval ddobitabribing
Andrea Doria and ensuring hi®lteface on June 4. Next month, on August 16, the
siege was lifted when the French commander Lautrec was dead on theelzhttlef

The result of this round of Habsburg-Valois rivalry was the comfilon of the
Treaty of Madridexcept the restoration of Burgundy to the Habsurg dynastyT idagy
of Cambrai,this Paix des Dammewas signed in 1529 between the mother of Francois,
Louise de Savoie and the aunt of the emperor, Margareth of Alstaae was restored

in the heart of Europe at a time when the Ottoman armies were threatézmmg.V
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2.5.2. Ottoman’s foreign policy analysis in the third decade of the

century:

Despite the diminishing Spanish threat and his recent victory agtias
Spaniards in 1519, Khayr al-Din faced serious problems in the third elexfathe
century. Even though the classical narrations indicate that Algias now a part of the
Ottoman Empire, during the period under examination, there was notaoaphration
between Khayr al-Din and Constantinople. Selim the Grim had ackcejhte
overlordship offer; neither his son Sileyman was indifferent tcctingairs. However,
the Ottomans were also busy with other projects. Hence, theraotasconsiderable
support to Khayr al-Din, even when he had to abandon Algiers. Fishertewiaa
Ottoman help in the re-conquest of Algiers in 1325onetheless, this idea is without
foundation. Relationship between the core and periphery developedsiailky, to the
extent that it can be concluded that Algiers’s incorporation in 1519 avaymbolic
gesture to the Ottoman Sultan in return for afore-mentioned grasten®y enlarged
Ottoman Empire and re-defined Ottoman ambitions who would find its cardadhe
personality of Stleyman the Magnificent created a suitable envatnior such a deal.
Selim was soon dead in 1520, yet only to be replaced by his equalingstson,
Suleyman. He was one of the most illustrated Ottoman Sultan kno®al@gman the

Magnificentin the Western sourc&$ and Kanuniin those of Ottomaf? Siilleyman

20 Fisher, p. 54.

231 Gilles Veinstein, “SiileymanEI%

32 Cemal Kafadar indicates that such a title wagestaio be used in the late Ottoman historiograptey.
pointed out that the earliest use was in Dimitrignt@mir’'s History of the Growth and Decay of the
Ottoman Empiretrans. N. Tindal (London, 1734-35), part I, bookp3,174. Cemal Kafadar, “The Myth
of the Golden Age: Ottoman Historical Consciousniesshe post-Suleymanic Era” iBlleyman the
Second and His Timeds. Halil nalc k and Cemal Kafadarstanbul, 1993), p. 41.
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decided to confront the Western World; most probably alerted by tensen of
Charles to the imperial throne. Not only the usage of imperid; tiiut also the
possibility of the realisation of a united Europe forced Suleymamtésviene in the
West. “For the Ottoman rulers before Sidleyman [, the Habshegs one of several
forces®* yet the new Ottoman emperor did not fail to renew his agenda. His
immediate expedition was in 1521, against Belgrad, a key point focaihguest of
Hungary. Unlike his great-grandfather, Mehmet Il, he succeededpturing the city.
This has been followed by the extirpation of the Knights of St. Jaim Rhodes and
thus assuring the security in the Aegean Sea. At this poirttoitics be stated that the
Ottoman expansion was probably discussed among the decision-maker®oftire in
1525%** Surely, there would be an expedition to the West; but which réwtalds be
followed?

At this point, it should be indicated that such a decision might bega taken
prior to 1526. Already in 1521, Sileyman was hardly persuaded not toheliffiege of
Belgrad in order to attack Hungary directly. The five-year gatvéen two expeditions
should then be considered due to the conquest of Rhodes in 1522, and the rebellion
Hain Ahmed Paa in Egypt in 1524. The rebellion will be supressed in the same year
following a reform program which was executed by the GrandeWibrahim Paa
himself who resided in the region for 5 months.

There were two basic options. With the advantage of the newly conquered
Belgrad, Hungary would be an easy prey. The kingdom was decesdralisose king

was not even grimus inter paresthe frailty of his father was the reason of his

233 palmira BrummetQttoman Seapower and Levantine Diplomacy in the éfgBiscovery(Albany,
1994), p. 10.
4 Halil nalc k, “Hagl lar ve Osmanl lar”, p. 128.
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ascension to the thro& The glorious days of the kindlatthias Corvinus(r. 1458-
1490) was gone. Thanks to him and his fatltedm Hunyad(d. 1456) Hungarians have
resisted successfully to Turkish invasions in the fifteenth cefAtbiut things had
changed. After Corvinus’ reign the nobility had succeeded to get@mcession from
the elected king. The special military tax that was introdubg Corvinus was
abolished; a careless step which resulted in the disappearatheestfong army which
was the backbone of resistance against the Ottoman tftéatl514, a serious peasant
rebellion had devastated the country. The response of the nobilithevastitoduction
of an unlikely harsh code of laws, call&@dpartitum. This proves the upper hand that
the nobles had in the country. According to this, nobles would not pay thxess or
tolls and have military obligations only in times of defensivesw#ing appeared as
their superior; nevertheless, only as long as he respectedrtieseof decentralised
nature?®

On the other hand, another possibility was an expedition from thecséa, t
directed against the kingdom of Naples, under the authority of Habsbergysc There
was no unity in North Italy and possible alliances can easilyobducted. Italy has
been a scene of war since 1495; an Habsburg rule had been luasiidated in the
region. After all, was it not what Mehmet Il would have done, had hedreut
suddenly?*® He already considered hims&layser-i Rumthe Roman Caesar, after the

conquest of Constantinople and he further desired to capture Romermooutdy and

2% Denis SinorHistory of HungaryNew York, 1959), p. 134.

2% For details see Kelly DeVries, “The Lack of a WestEuropean Military Response to the Ottoman
Invasions of Eastern Europe from Nicopolis (1396Mohéacs (1526)"The Journal of Military History,
63 (July 1999), p. 545.

3 Sinor, p. 136.

28 Sinor, p. 142.

29 Halil nalc k, “Mehemmed II"EI°.
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revitalize the Roman Empif&® 1480 expedition might have failed because of the
unexpected death of Mehmet Il, the following civil war and the eigpf Sultan Djem

in Europe. Gedik Ahmed Pa had succeeded to invade Otranto; and unless had the
afore-mentioned events taken place, Ottomans next target would hawvédbgeYet,

nalc k indicates that the conquest of Italy at that time waga®y due to the Venetian
defences in Dalmatian coasts and fleet in the Adriatic Seeae\Mr, Italian coasts were
also fortified***

The choice was an expedition to Hungary, probably because of the weak
situation of the decentralised kingdom. In addition, Halglc k indicates that this was
due to the position of the French king in the international &€msccording to Nasuh
Matruki, a contemporary source, the reason for the Hungarian @rpedithe French
king who sought shelter from the Ottoman Sultan vidtrar- ub(diyyet*® We had
already mentioned that the mother of the French king had requested the Ottoman help b
writing a letter. In the response, Sileyman’s tone was promising:

mdi padiahlar s nmakve habs olunmak aceb delir, gonluntzi ho tutup

azurde-hatr olmayas z. Oyle olsa bizim abay- kiram ve ecdadm m z

nevverallahu merékidehum daima def-i dian feth-i memalik icin seferden

hali olmayub biz dahi anlarun tarikine salik olub her zamanda metheleke

sa’b ve hasin kaleler feth eyleyub gece gundiz at nedenmi ve klcm z

ku an Imu tur. Hak subhéne ve ta’ala hay rlar miyesser eyleyib veyyet ve

iradeti neye muteallik olmuise husile gele. Baki ahval ve ahbar ne ise mezklr

ademinizden istintak olunub ma’limunuz olayle bilesiz**

The calculation was correct. Nobody responded to the call of theaHang

crown except Pope Clement VII, who was not powerful enough to contribuge

240 Halil nalc k, “Hagl lar ve Osmanl lar”, p. 128.
21 Halil nalc k, “Hagl lar ve Osmanl lar”, pp. 128-9.
242 Halil nalc k, “Hagl lar ve Osmanl lar”, p. 128.
23 Halil nalc k, “Hacl lar ve Osmanl lar”, p. 128.
2 Halil nalc k, “Hagl lar ve Osmanl lar”, pp. 127-8.
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decisive extent?® The situation of Hungary as the defence of Christianity against
Ottoman expansion was no longer important in the newly defined pobiiEada in
accordance with the Valois-Habsburg rivaif§ Thus, even Charles V did not exhibit
the concern of his ancestors for the defense of HurfgaAfter the battle, the last
Jagellonean king, Louis died, leaving no heir but his brother-in-landirfand, the
brother of Charles and his lieutenant in the duchy of Austria andHdhe Roman
Empire.

This death created a struggle over the Hungarian crown. There twer
pretenders. One was the brother of Charles V, Ferdinand who wasc#isfor the
Empire?*® His legal situation was complicated. According to a treatyvéen the
penultimate king of HungaryJlaszl6 (r. 1490-1516) and Emperor-Elect Maximilian in
1491; in case there remained no heir to the throne, Maximilian woulbebesgient.
Even though not ratified by tHaiet, this agreement could have functioned as a pretext
for Ferdinand’s claims to the throne. Nevertheless, there weryagst claims; the
double marriage made also Ferdinand heir to the throne. In 1515 amagtdetween
the same actors was concluded. According to this, Ferdinand waany tire sister of
Louis, while Louis would take the hand of Ferdinand’s sister, Mary of Hurfga8jnce
Louis was dead, the crown would pass to Ferdinand. However, there rwas a

impediment. In 1505, anti-Habsburg clique succeeded to pass a lawdhiditpd the

245 For reasons of the failure of European Statesduigle help to Hungary, see DeVries, pp. 544-45.

4% pa| Fodor and Géza David, “Hungarian-Ottoman Peédegotiations in 1512-1514", inlungarian-
Ottoman Military and Diplomatic Relations in the &gf Sileyman the ,Magnificeet]s. Pal Fodor and
Géza David (Budapest, 1994), p. 38.

247 Dukes of Burgundy has always paid a special atterio the issue. Duke of Burgundy, Jean sans Peur
fell prisoner of war in Nicopolis in 1396. Moreoyé&thilippe le Bon, in 1454-6 considered participgtin

a crusade against the Ottoman Empire.

248 Also, Charles granted his Austrian possessionsigdrother due to treaties of Worms in 1521 and
Brussels in 1522. For Ferdinand’s office in the Empsee BelengueEl Imperio de Carlos Wpp. 194-5.

49 Even though the agreement was signed in 1515, rhathiages were consumed in 1521.
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election of a foreign king to the throne. Furthermore, custom wasd¢bgon instead of
inheritance for the royal tiara. The second contender wasdaterlef the anti-Habsburg
clique, Voivode of Transylvania since 153bhn Zapolyair. 1526-1540). His position
was far better than that of Ferdinand. He was the richest nolhe afountry with an
intact army since he did not participate in Mohacs. He weastexl by the Diet on
November 1526; yet only to be followed by the election of Ferdinand bjembtet a
month later. Had he not hesitated, he would have crushed the hopes of Fertlinand.
However, he gave his opponent time and the next year, Ferdinand netiooéeded in
appearing with new forces but also repulsing Zapolyai out of higlaing Zapolyai had

no option but to search for allies. Ottoman Empire was also an optilmasata realist
one, if not the most desired. Zapolyai thus resorted to this option and theunide
gradually reduced to an agent of the Ottoman diplomatic manoeuveesn¥bys were

in Constantinople, asking the protection of the Ottoman Sultan in 327 .return for

the dismissal of Ferdinand from Budin, Zapolyai accepted to payuetrand become a
vassal of the Ottoman Sultaif.However, this alliance had its own advantages. In 1528,
he had already regained the recognition of nobles in Transylaadi&astern Hungary.
After all, Ferdinand had its own problems. German princes weunsingfto participate

in a war of aggression whose sole aim is to enhance the spharuehce of the
Habsburg dynasty, the last thing they would desire. CharlessMnw@o position to help

his brother, either. In 1528, he was the one who was requesting helpNaplels was

20 Sinor, p. 152.

I Hammer, V, pp.62-3.

252 «Byyle ol cak Yanu Voyvoda dahi Sultan Siileymana haber godetiyle ki Padiah- slam Beg
kraln Budimden ¢ karub krallwn bana birecek olursa yldan yla Engiris memielen harag
tarikiyle bu kadar bin alt n vireyim dedi.” LitfigPa, Tevarih-i ‘Ali Osman( stanbul, 1341), p. 333.

“Ana binden padéhtan temennd ideriml artla beni Budime begleytub Budim icinde olan Finemashu
adamlar n ¢ karub bana teslim idecek olursan zaplg la bu kadar bin altun harac tarikiyle vireyim.
Latfi Pa a, p. 336.
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besieged by the French army. The real contribution of the Ottoman Empire vi&2¢he
campaign. Not only did Ottomans besiege Vienna, capital of Ferdinandalsmt
crowned Zapolyai as the king of Hungary in Buda on their return to Constantinople.
The Hungarian problem would not be solved in the time period whichbwill
studied in here. Ottomans would pressurize Ferdinand once more in 1532. Tleenprobl
always remained one of the most important foreign policy issdiethe Ottoman
Empire. After all, as will be seen, also this confrontation pldly a significant role in
the career of Khayr al-Din. His elevation to the Grand-Adnyiraf the Empire was

related to 1532 expedition. But this will be discussed later.

2.6. Khayr al-Din’s retreat from Algiers (1520):

Algiers would not be the subject of inter-state relations forestme. Neither
the Spanish pressure, nor the Ottoman help was there; corsaitgmpuas still not
consolidated. Khayr al-Din was aware that he was encircled by hostile laral Mihat
he did was to intervene in the dynastic struggle in the kingdonteaiSEn. According
to Gazavat two brothers of the king of Tlemsen had arrived from Morocco
accompanied with an army in order to gain the crown. However, they defeated.
There was not much to do, but to take shelter in one of the two ptve¢nsere trying
to increase their sphere of influence in the region. Abdullah wedtéan in order to ask

for Spanish help, while Mesud was at the court of Khayr al-Din. Ka&in acted
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swiftly; as his troops approached to the city, the ruler of Téenited from the city>>
However, within a couple of months relations between Mesud and Khdym al
worsened, mostly due to problems of tribtfeMesut started to act like a “second
Pharaoh®® and it was the time for its replacement. Khayr al-Din, tine, helped the
second contender, Abdullah in return for a tribute of 10.000 ducats pery/&asud
followed the example of his dethroned brother and the troops of Kh&yn akplaced
him with Abdullah?>’

In addition to the Tlemsen expeditions, Khayr al-Din retook Tenéseispring
of 1520, where his fleet also succeeded to defeat a 15 sailedstsggniadron which
was trying to reinforce the town°

After these conquests, Khayr al-Din divided his kingdom into two maidtrative
bodies like once Oru¢ ditf, to which he appointed two local chiefs as governors.
Ahmed bin al-Kadi, the long time ally of the corsairs, was gitteneastern part, of
which Khayr al-Din had the responsibility in the past; while Muhacdhrba Ali,
became the governor of the western part.

The king of Tunis was not discouraged by the defeat of Tlerkeehad already
allied with the ruler of Tlemsen and was actually tryingeéduce the most precious ally
of Khayr al-Din, Ahmed bin al-Kadf’According toGazavat bin al-Kadi refused the

previous offer and it was his son who accepted the Bfferet, such a claim went

3 Gazavat pp. 118-20, fos. 144b-149a.
%4 Gazavatp. 121, fol. 150a.

2% Gazavatp. 121, fol. 150b.

2% Galotta, “Khayr al-Din” EI°.

%7 Gazavatp. 123, fol. 153a.

28 Galotta, “Khayr al-Din” EI°.

29 Gazavatp. 95, fol. 99b.

20 Hess The Forgotten Frontiemp. 66.
1 Gazavatp. 125, fol. 157b.
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unnoticed in other sources. In one way or another, such an alliancencisded to the
detriment of Khayr al-Din. It is not certain why such a clappeared between two ex-
allies, apart from a speculation from Sandoval. According to him,ashin al-Kadi
deserted Orug¢ on their retreat from Tlemsen. Thus, Khayr ralddnsidered him
responsible from his brothers’ death even though he did not expresserily for a
while. One day, when he accused him of deserting his brother, bin al-Kad1 lefytfe c
and naturally responded favourably to the tempting alliance offdéreofuler of Tunis.
However, this story cannot be considered reliable since Sandaealsint generally
tends to rely on legends and fiction when dealing with the internaicsadf the region.
Furthermore, were it to be trudazavatwould touch upon the subject.

Another blow for Khayr al-Din would be the desertion of one of his Ireutts.
Kara Hasan, who was also the garrison commander in Cherchel, duagbiakd the
alliance. There are two versions for explaining yofe-face One version claims that
this was due to a personal clash between Khayr al-Din and KesanHvhich occurred
after a discussion in the Divaff On the other hand, Sandoval claims that this clash was
due to the fact that Khayr al-Din imprisoned Kara Hasan aegusm with cowardice.
Even though, he later pardoned him, Kara Hasan did not forget the’fsuilt.

Khayr al-Din found himself in a difficult situationGazavatrecords many
victories he managed to have against this alliance; yet thedityails conjectural.
Probably they were once again created to lessen the humiliatitre ofithdrawal.

Khayr al-Din was not defeated in an open battle. Bin al-Kadiemded in besieging

%2 3andoval, Ip. 139.
263 Gazavatpp.130-1, fos. 168b-169a.
%4 sandoval, Ip. 139.
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Algiers; yet since “the war of castle is not like the wahorses*®, he had to come to
terms with Khayr al-Din and to withdraft® However, Khayr al-Din decided to leave
the city, discouraged especially after discovering a local ploinstghim at the
provocation of bin al-Kadi.

The withdrawal from Algiers should be dated 1%20while Gazavatclaims that
three years passed between the withdrawal and the re-cofffuistording to this,
since the re-conquest dates 1525, thus the withdrawal should be in 152%ariiée
account is repeated in Katip Celé®l.However, in this contextGazavatcannot be
considered reliable since his chronology is already full oftakes. Moreover, it is
known that Khayr al-Din had launched expeditions against Collo in 1521, and

Constantine and Bone in 1522 from his base at Djidjelf’*

2.7. Re-consolidation of Khayr al-Din’s power in the region (1521-1528):

He decided to settle in Djidjelli with his navy of 9 shipsnfrwhere he would
lead his men for the following half decade. There he continuecbmapete for the
hegemony of the region. In 1521, he conquered Collo and 1522 Bona and Constantine.

In 1523, he met with other corsairs like Sinan the’fewand Ayd n Re’i$ in Djerba.

25 Gazavat p. 130, fol. 167a.

% Gaid, p. 30.

%7 G, Yver, “Djidjelli”, EI2.

%8 Gazavat p. 130, fol. 167a.

289 Katip Celebi Tuhfetir’l-Kibar fi Esfari’l-Bihar,ed. Orhan aik Gékyay (stanbul, 1973)p. 54.
20 A, Gallotta, “Khayr al-Din” EI2.

21 G, Yver, “Djidjelli”, EI2.

"2 Epreo or Judio in western documents.

213 Cacciadiavolo or Cachidiablo in western documents.
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With these new allies, he increased his power drastically. Nav & navy of 41
fleet?"* he was ravaging the coasts of Western Mediterranean.

In 1525, he decided that he was then powerful enough to bid for Atmers
again. Apart from the afore-mentioned military successes, @egsiened his position
with a local alliance he made with another Kabylia tribe. AbAzt of Banu Abbas
was now allied with Khayr al-Din. The scene was set anebitld be once again the
population of Algiers who decided the time for the action. They didheg lhad once
invited Khayr al-Din to Algiers since they were not contenthwite diminishing
revenues as a result of the lack of corsair spoils. When birgdl Erohibited the
entrance of corsair ships to the port of Algiers, Khayr al-Dindgecto attack. Bin al-
Kadi did not prefer to be besieged and decided to challenge KhByn aldtside the
city. The battle was decisive. Khayr al-Din enjoyed an eastpnyi while bin al-Kadi
was slain by his own soldiers who in return for 4.0@blashad betrayed him. Khayr
al-Din was once again the ruler of Algiers. Yet, even though Blitadi was removed,
his accomplice might cause problems in the future. Khayr rale@cided to show no
mercy for his ex-lieutenant and descended upon Cherchel immidiatedypdpulation
responded to his offer and submitted Kara Hasan with his 13 men andréd #iea
same fate with his ally.

The next thing he did was to make sure that the ruler of TlerAbelullah pay
the tribute that he did not pay during his exile from Algiers. léel to resort to

aggression, since Abdullah whose loyalty to Khayr al-Din was not more than his other

2" Galotta, “Khayr al-Din” EI°.
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two brother refused to pay it. As a result, Khayr al-Din &#dcTlemsen and not only
secured the tribute, but also doubletlit.

Khayr al-Din spent the following years in consolidating his position in themeg
by re-conquering the cities of Tenes and Constéffhie. addition, Sanuto records that a
lieutenant of Barbarossa conquered Bona once again, based on a tette3afstember
3, 1525%"" Also, the same year, there might have been a failed expettitibjerba?’®
Furthermore, his lieutenants in the sea were ravaging G@misbasts. He was well
aware of the fact that his position would never be secure asatohg was not immune
to the Spanish pressure and a possible cooperation between Spaniards laodl the
population. And it was obvious that he would not be able to secure this ingnagnit
long as a Spanigbresidiowas facing his base in Algiers.

It is hard to say how the return of Khayr al-Din was evaluatdtie Habsburg
decision-makers. Yet, given the start of Ottoman aggression tkattegk in the
disappearance of the last Jagellonean king of Hungary and pavedyer incessant
incursions and political interventions of Constantinople, North Africa wets the
primary issue. Charles V was in a relatively favouralileaion thanks to the capture of
the French king Francois in February 1525 and the consedueaty of Madrid®"®
According to this agreement, he did not only force Francois ty fagfdynastic rights
over the disputed territories including Burgundy, but also had him atx@gairticipate

in his future schemes against the Ottoman Empire. In tfleaile of the treaty, this

5 Galotta, “Khayr al-Din” EI°.

7% Jter, p. 89.

2" sanuto, XXXIX p. 464.

28 According to this, the Sheikh of the island wapapular and the corsairs wanted to use the dissenti
and division in the island. Having firstly retreat® the inner lands of the island, the Sheikh tiaally
prevailed since he was able to attract the supgfdiie local Arabs. Also, corsairs had no expergeimnc
the land. Sanuto, XXXIXpp. 464-5.

219 For the full text of the agreement, see Sanddgip. 138-159.
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help was written down in details. Its aim will be accordingh® 28" and 22 articles
will be to “reach universal peace... and consequently intend an underizangst
Turks, other infidels and heretics.” Even though the mention to infabelkl certainly
be considered that corsairs were also acknowledged in the wbaigyusly the primary
preoccupation of the emperor was the Ottoman Empire at that moatieeit than the
petty state of the corsairs. The agreement also intended to inatbhde Christian
powers, a common attribute of a Crusade plan. With the mediation &fojhe, their
participation should be encouraged and a call for a crusade should benhealks for
the following three years.

However, it should also be added that these two were not consideesdardy
separated. Even though the level of cooperation between Constan@tmolpt®orsairs
were not to a serious extent, the text implies the foresedirmgrtain collaboration
between corsairs and the Ottoman Empire. Actually, by tme tihe treaty was
conducted, Ottomans’ next target was not obvious. Whether they wouler poef
pressurize Habsburgs from Southern Italy or whether to abusestilesituation of the
kingdom of Hungary was not definite. Consequently, tHé &icle indicates a possible
joint attack of corsairs and the Ottoman Empire againstifaly

Yet, such an operation was not realized. Ottoman Empire wdcbepied with
the destruction of the kingdom of Hungary and later intervening iesdhsequent civil
war between Ferdinand and Zapolyai. On the other hand, the rivalryepefwancois
and Charles V could not be prevented after the release of thenRterc Treaty of

Madrid was never implemented; its clauses being unrealistic. Asaitadicearlier, a

80 Even though it does not indicate so, obviouslyhsan attack was expected to address the Southern
Italy.
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peace could not be consolidated until 1529, the year Khayr al-Din condeeiied of
Algiers.

Yet, thanks to his rivalry, Charles V succeed to find himaelfew ally that
would prove helpful in the naval balance of power of the Western bftealiiean. In
1528, at a critical moment of the war, he assured/difte-faceof the Genoese admiral
Andrea Doria from his employer Frangd?$.Just like Charles de Bourbon a couple of
years ago, the French king had lost an important ally; withowtllmsice, French naval
power would not cause any concern for Charles V in the Meditemareside from the
naval support, this agreement “had reopened to the imperials also tlé¢ Genoa, re-
conquering the dominion of the citf?*

According to Sandoval, Andrea Doria had already problems with &issfic He
was not satisfied with the amount as well as the regularity of the paymeriterimore,
French king chose a certain Antonio Rupefocaldi as his Admirali@efog the navy
instead of the Genoese admiral. Moreover, he did not keep his priometern Savona
to Genoa. Under these circumstances it was hard to resisertipgirtg offer of the
Habsburgs. According to hasientowith the emperor, Genoese independence would be
guaranteed with the restored Savona. Doria will receive 6.000 docagsdry ship in
exchange with the obligation to man each of them with 37 soldiers. Mpstrtant of

all, Genoese merchants were given the right to trade everyw¥idrm Habsburg

81 Doria was born belonging to a small branch of oh¢he four important families of Genoa. After
having served to the Papal States when he was ybengrned out to be a mercenary-captain and daine
a considerable reputation by fighting against teelg emerging Muslim corsairs in the area. He ditl n
accomplish much, due to the limited resources ofidage yet his role in the Habsburg-Valois rivalry
cannot be underestimated.

282 Brandi, p. 261.

283 sandoval, I1pp. 316-7.
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dominions?®*

This would help the situation of Charles V against corsairs dis Me was
suffering from the lack of a sufficient number of galleys.thisi had he the expertise
and resources to build a new fleet especially given the dedboesbf the Western and
Central Mediterranean and the consequent timber proBf8ibus, such a help would

also help to the defences of the Iberian littoral.

84 sandoval, Ilpp. 316-7.
285 José Luis Betran, “La llegada de los Austriasraha”, Historia de Espafia Siglos XVI y XVII : La
Espafia de los Austrigdladrid, 2003), coord. Ricardo Garcia Carcel, p. 76
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CHAPTER 3 (1529-1535):

AT THE SERVICE OF THE SULTAN

3.1. Introduction:

Two important events took place in 1529 that paved the way for a neiw era
which the place of Khayr al-Din should be redefined. Firstly, Kh&aiim succeeded in
removing the Spanish pressure on Algiers by conquering the SgapsHdiq Pefion.
Following this success, he would not only rise to the prominence aftamational
actor in the sixteenth century international balance of poweemysbut also be
appointed as the Grand Admiral of the Ottoman Navy in 1534. Second!y2D, direct
confrontation between the Habsburgs and the Ottoman Empire commeribethevi
siege of Vienna. Before that date, the Ottoman Empire had wlceashed the kingdom
of Hungary, the buffer state between the Ottoman Empire and theomatiHabsburg
province, Archduchy of Austria. Yet, for the first time in 1529, tHisiggle was
transformed into direct confrontation. This would affect the fatdhefcorsairs in two
ways. Firstly, since the core lands of Charles V are far ftben Ottoman lands,
assistance of the corsairs became more valuable than éhehw/iaugmentation of the

conflict. They would be useful for the interests of the Ottoman Empire singargavas
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creating serious problems for Habsburg dominions in South Italy andbénian

Peninsula. Thus, what might have happened in 1526, happened in 1529: Corsairs

became an active and important part of the Ottoman-Habsburg rig&dgondly,
corsairs did not only prove themselves useful inRbeente Behind the appointment of
a simple corsair like Khayr al-Din to an important rank likeu@r Admiral, there was
not only a signal of growing Ottoman ambitions concerning the Welstediterranean,
but also a simple necessity. The Ottoman fleet failed in comfigpimhperial fleet in the
Adriatic Sea and the able corsair would be called to the capital for thahreas

In 1535, the corsair power in the region became a serious tbhre@hérles V.
Even though the Ottoman pressure was contained and a truce betw8eitaheand at
least emperor’'s brother Ferdinand was concluded in 1533, corsairsug@esas
troublesome. The Ottoman Empire might have diverted its attentidre tBast, but its
decision-makers were wise enough to not only entrust the impk&ltb a man of
calibre, but also order him to continue his operations in the Westeditdvtanean.
While the Ottoman armies were occupied with the affairs o, its reconstructed
navy under the command of Khayr al-Din enjoyed a quick victory dwerrdler of
Tunis and conquered the city.

This was one of the most important moments for the corsairs. Tugagical
situation of Tunis was more menacing than any other city in Naftica. Charles
whose hands were relatively free felt obliged to undertake an éxpedespite the
negative attitude of his advisors. The importance he attributed to¢hé was obvious

by the fact that he led his imperial troops in person. Apart from this attitude, umis fut
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plans also demonstrated his intentions and long-term policies thad e hia mind for

the region; yet European politics would delay the execution of such a plan.

3.2. The conquest of Pefion of Algiers (1529)

In 1529, Khayr al-Din finally decided to attack Pefion of Algiergeg&
commenced, when the commander Martin Vargas rejected to surteedérsupplied
fortress. A relief force was expect&d.At that moment, Charles was relatively in a
better position in Western Europe than he was in the last yeaallidisce with Andrea
Doria would relieve some of the pressure in the sea, whilpehee with the Valois
would ensure his formal coronation. Yet, the organization of a propetaressagainst
the Ottoman Empire which was besieging Vienna at that momasita hard task. In
consequence, reinforcements did not arrive; neither the expectedtexpetliiAndrea
Doria was realized even after the fall of the fortf@6©n May 27, the fortress could no
longer resist.

Barbarossa had now removed Spanish pressure on the city ensuraig a s
harbour for his nav§?® He also consolidated his position among not only his subjects,

but also other Turkish corsairs in the region. They had already attended to the siege of

% sanuto, LI, p. 77.

87 Sanuto, LI, pp. 11-12 indicates the possibilityaof expedition by Andrea Doria following the fafl o
the fortress.
8 Gaid, p. 32.
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the fortres®® and with that victory they will start to operate under the saeii
Barbarossa. Khayr al-Din was now the centre of the Western Meditenrpinaey”®°

The conquest of Pefion will not be the only corsair victory in 152%e4 tinder
the command of Captain-General of the Spanish Fleet, Rodrigo de dtomdno was
returning from Genoa where it had disembarked Charles, encounteoesh@ fleet of
14 ships under the command of Ayd n Re’ls whose destination was teariBal
Islands®®* The result of the conflict was disastrous for the imperiatflortundo died,
6 of his 8 galleys were caught including the Spanish flagShiptang while another
one was burnéd Spanish fleet was stronger at the beginning, yet 5 of itsygalle
remained in the rearguard and this denied them a uniform &tfdekrthermore, Lane-
Poole indicates that Portundo did not use his advantage of fire acomdig to him,
he did not fire a single gun for he did not wish to sink any shipsvaited to have the
prize money for the fugitive Moors which he presumed that they were on thé%hips.

In the Iberian Peninsula, a state of panic prevailed. Empm@sisl admonish his
husband that the balance of power in North Africa was changing, andhieotberian
coasts and the Spanish fortresses like Oran and Bougie would behadersair threat

were serious precautions not introduced. She added that Barbarossa hadgtgyoger

29 Gaid, p. 32.

2% Gaid, p. 33. Sandoval also records the commendemirthe cooperation. According to him,
Barbarossa invited Sinan and Ali Caraman and theyea with their fleets. The result of the invitai
was the arrival of 70 ships. See Sandoval, 11,37®-380.

2911 ane-Poole, pp. 57-8. Even though Katip Celebicads that Khayr al-Din sent the fleet after hgvin
been informed that Charles was being transportes;i$ unlikely. He might have been informed since
Charles did not leave the Peninsula secretly. Hewesuch a daring expedition could neither be etegt;u
nor be worth the risks taken. See Katip Celebb5p.

29According to a letter written by Duc of Calabriattee Empress, see Ar kan and Toledo, pp. 200-1.
Even though Lane-Poole indicates that the peoplalgiErs saw seven royal galleys; according to this
letter, this number should be six since the sevgatley was burned. Lane-Poole, p. 58.

293 Ar kan and Toledo, pp. 200-1. Sanuto indicatesnimaber of ships that remained in the rearguadtl as
instead of 5. Sanuto, LII, pp. 208-9.

294 | ane-Poole, pp. 57-8.
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than ever with ships he gained “from us” and the contributions of othe&aiothat had
now rallied around Barbarossa’s fl&j.The defeat was truly disastrous; it was “the
most signal and notable victory that Barbarossa has had over @igania battle®®, if
not “the greatest defeat that has ever been suffered by Spain in a galtéy/ war

The following year, Andrea Doria’s most expected response would come.
Instead of attacking Algiers, he descended upon Cherchel wherashable to surprise
the fort and liberate the Christian slaves in the city. Dorieendmarked 1.500
harquebusiers and corsairs numbering 500 had to withdraw to the intlerleaging
the city defenceless. He entered the city, liberating 1.000 Ghristave and acquiring 9
corsair ships. However, imperial soldiers did not obey the sifprabnboard and
continued ransacking the town, creating a suitable opportunity for aaiicor
counterattack. When this was realized, Doria refused to takerenders to the ships
and left them to their destiny. 314 of them would fall into the handseaddrsairs while
Doria with the booty he gained decided to return to GéffoRarbarossa, having had
the recent news was waiting for the imperial fleet inigtend of Provenza where he
calculated that Doria must have come in order to re-supply Hsygal® Yet, Doria

preferred to return to Gend¥.

2% Ar kan and Toledo, p. 2. Also for an example afrémsing corsair pressure on Habsburg dominions
during 1529-1530, see Lucilia Tomas Dias, JuliosLQuilez Mata, and Ana Maria Buil, “La Pirateria en
el Litoral Tarraconense Durante el Siglo XVI” El Mediterraneo: Hechos de Relevancia Histérico-
Militar y sus repercussiones en Espafia, V Jornadasionales de Historia Militar (Sevilla, 9-12 de
Mayo 1995) dir. Alberto Diaz Tejera (Sevilla, 1997), pp. 582

2% Fisher, p. 59.

297 Henry Kamen)mperio: La Forja de Espafia como Potencia Mundidadrid, 2003), p. 85, fn. 32
citing Roger Bigelow MerrimanThe Rise of the Spanish Empire in the Old World ianthe New/lI
(New York, 1918), p. 296.

2% sanuto, LIII, pp. 286, 325.

2% sanuto, LI, p. 322.

3% sanuto also expects him to descend upon Algietshg did not risk such an expedition. See Sanuto,
LI, 286.
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3.3. Ottoman Habsburg rivalry: 1529-1533

The rivalry between Francois and Charles had ended in 1529 wilhvglhgy of
Cambraiwhose clauses were similar to those of Madrid excluding thelisticalause
on the restoration of the Duchy of Burgundy to the Habsburgs. Asdhee time,
Ottoman armies, relying on the alliance with the contender foHthregarian crown,
John Zapolyai, were invading Hungary once ad¥irHe received the crown of St.
Stephen from the Ottoman Sultan in Buda. Ferdinand could not provide a serious
resistance. Yet, soon it was discovered that the restoration ofaive to the favoured
candidate was not the only objective of the campaign. Ottoman awodsl soon
appear in front of the gates of Ferdinand’s capital.

Charles could not offer much help for his brother. Despite the conclokibe
Habsburg-Valois War in 1529, there were other issues. In 1530, he assuc#fictal
coronation in Bologna by pope Clemente VII; being the last esnpowned by the
Pope. Then, he tried to resolve the religious dispute that had shakdreduy &ragile
unity of the empire for more than a decade. AfterDinet of Spireof 1529, protestant
princes were growing restless than ever;ltkague of Smalcaldeould be signed in

1531. Under these circumstances, now relieved by external strdgglesvhile, what

391 Here it shall be noted that the real intentiorthef Ottoman Empire was not to conquer the kingdém o
Hungary directly; but to contain Habsburg’s ascem$o the throne. Yet this should not mean thay the
not have long term plans on the future of this Kimy; however, they might have chosen to rule over t
kingdom indirectly by reducing it to the statusao§emi-autonomous tributary state as was the ciake w
other Ottoman provinces like Wallachia and Moldaviawas considered that it would be difficult and
expensive to establish direct control on the otiide of the Danube. See Halilalc k, The Ottoman
Empire, Classical Age: 1300-16@Rondon, 1973), p. 35. The real incorporation wiohé realized after
Zapolyai's death. Halilnalc k also considers the Hungarian policy of Siilap one of the two-phased
Ottoman conquest. Halihalc k, “Osmanl Fetih Yontemleri”, irS6 Utten stanbula,eds. Oktay Ozel and
Mehmet Oz(Ankara, 2000), 447. For the original version oé thrticle, see “Ottoman Methods of
Conquest”Studia Islamica? (1954), pp. 103-129.
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Charles could do best was to consolidate his brother’s position witaierhpire. In
1531, he induced the electors to elect Kimg of the Romansis second and heir in the
Empire.

The result of the siege of Vienna is uncertain. For the Ottonfamsi¢ge was
lifted because the campaigning season was over. Yet, atiledsiuld be accepted that
necessity was acknowledged at that time that the public opinion sheugpeased.
Next year, there will be no more campaigns; but feasts icapéal®>*> On the other
hand, the Christian world considered the event not a relief, butayitfictory or not,
Ottomans were expulsed, and the immediate danger was contairnveevetpin 1532,
the decision-makers in the Ottoman capital decided to confront Habsburgs once again.

The aim of this campaign was not the conquest of Vienna, but toeriCharles
for an open field battld®® However, armies did not face each other. The Turkish
incursions succeeded to ravage the Central Europe until Lieclterystethere was no
response on behalf of the emperor. The Ottoman armies had toramthdthout
gaining a decisive victory.

In 6 years, 3 campaigns were directed against Hungary; anslititess of the
last two was open to discussion. If the aim was to inflict asoecidefeat over the
Habsburgs, it failed; since neither was Vienna taken nor did Ghagdpear on the

battlefield and thus suffered no more than humiliatfgn.

%92 Cemal Kafadar, “The Ottomans and Europe”Handbook of European History 1400-1608]s.
Thomas A. Brady Jr., et al. (New York, 1994), p161

393 Hammer, V, p. 98.

304 Cemal Kafadar, “The Ottomans and Europe”, p. 610.
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In 1533, Ferdinand’s envoy in Constantinople had finally succeedessimirag
a truce between two powel®. The stalemate in Hungary was satisfactory for the
Ottomans, since not only the Habsburg expansion in the area wasedntaut also
was the majority of the kingdom assured for the Ottoman candm#te throne. Since
the emperor did not wish to challenge his rival on the battlefieleletwas not much
need for another costly, yet fruitless campaign against Hungarye Wms also an
eastern front. Thus, the Ottoman armies will molest the Safavid borders, wehderitre
of the Ottoman-Habsburg rivalry will shift from Central Eurome the Western
Mediterranean, elevating Khayr al-Din to a high official in the Ottoman Empir

Khayr al-Din’s elevation to an important international actorlwadated as early
as 1510s, when he was sending envoys to the Ottoman Sultan, conducting diplomat
manoeuvres in the region, hurting Spanish reputation by the défeatdlicted upon
them. Yet, this importance shall not be exaggerated. After the deattudj in 1518,
corsairs in the region were mostly concerned with local afféddhayr al-Din had to
leave Algiers in 1520 to come back five years later. Corsaunlscbatinued to cause
problems on the sea, yet, during this period, they had no role of whichd todil
documentation, in high politics, properly speaking in neither Habsburg-Vialaisy,
nor that of the Ottoman-Habsburg.

Yet, this would change with the conquest of Pefion of Algiers. Nowoimplete
master of Algiers, his power increased immediately. As Wwél seen below, his
lieutenants inflicted a defeat upon the same fleet that trandgbgemperor to Italy for
his coronation, on its return. Furthermore, within a few years, Basbamwould initiate

cooperation with the French king which would be followed by another oneéetthe

395 Even though Brandi asserts that it wgsae perpetu#Brandi, p. 348), it was a truce.
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latter and the Ottoman Empire. Actually, he was the one whuogatsd the
correspondence between the French King and the Ottoman $6ledter his conquest

of Tunis, he would send another delegation which also carried thedeg&éiteyman to
Francois. In exchange, the envoy of Francois, Jean de la Maéld reach
Constantinople via Algiers. All these can prove the intermediaryiposif Barbarossa

in this alliance of utmost importance. Again, Barbarossa wouldfbened by Charles’
intensions in 1535 by French agetfitsCharles was also aware of the situation. Francois
had always tried to conceal the fact that in spite of beingRue Tres Chrétien” he
was actually collaborating with the infidels. However, he wasuaotessful. Would the
emperor not have to ask from Pope to pressurize Frangois to giver ghather to
Barbarossa, nor to his men in his ports and not to provide them witlsipres? Again,

did he not ask Pope to do so in order to realize the “bad intentiorssnestdr deeds” of
Francois, rather than actually hoping to achieve such help, thus ingigassimistic
view of Francgois’ intention§?® EvenGazavatindicates a letter written by the emperor
to the French king supplicating to stop collaborating with the cofSaihe French king
might have contributed to the imperial fleet in 1530, when Doria wegsapng to attack
Cherchef*® But this time, Francois left no room for doubt. He refused to help the
emperor for the Tunis expedition, “because of the treaties he hhdhe Turk and

Barbarossa®!!

%% smail Soysal, p. 71.

%97 sandoval, Il, pp. 488-9. This information is pmtl by the French ships that the imperial fleet omet
its way to Tunis. Sandoval, Il, pp. 499.

%% sandoval, II, p. 484.

%9 Gazavatp. 177, fol. 259a.

310 Gazavatp. 1777, fol. 259b.

11 sandoval, I, p. 488.
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According to Brandi, this cooperation between the corsair and thehFkamg
had forced Charles to recast his Mediterranean pdifa@harles V himself accepted the
growing importance of Barbarossa in this period. “Barbarossa etlerimity he has to
our kingdoms and coasts, particularly more than any other infideés sabject of the
Turk (i.e. Ottoman Sultan), and sent by him with the navy which Ids las his Grand
Admiral, with the intelligence that he has with the king oarfee” was harder to
reconcile since it would be “necessary to offer and certify thiat we would help and
favour him to become the master of Africa, especially thetstesparts.*** Charles
would come to an agreement with the pope for the defence of then Itadasts in
1533"* yet would that suffice to contain such a perilous collaboratiomBaBassa was
surely a more serious concern for Charles than he had ever been before.

Increasing importance of the corsairs and their elevation tteval of
international attention can also be observed in international treaties. In botiediye of
Madrid and that ofCambrai, there was no explicit indication of the corsairs as a
common enemy. The term used is “turks and other infid&lsOn the other hand,
during the Habsburg-Ottoman negotiations in 1533 betwaahim Paa and the envoy
of Ferdinand, Cornelius, Algiers and corsairs became an impodsue.i Cornelius
offered brahim Paa an interesting exchange. Coron could be returned to the Ottomans
if Ferdinand’s rights over Hungary were acknowledged and Algietsned to its
former owners™® brahim Paa also acknowledged the importance of the corsairs. From

his attitude, it was explicit that during the negotiations, dresicered them as useful

%2 Brandi, p. 341.

3 sandoval, II, p. 481.

1 Brandi, p. 339.

315 sandoval, 11, pp. 149, 339.
3% Hammer, V, p. 110.
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tools for his ends. He claimed that he could neutralize Barbams8anionths in order
to make sure that Charles could send separate envoys to Cioogiarit’ He further
claimed that Barbarossa was ordered to act in obedience toethehFing, thus using

him as leverage in the bargainitg.

3.4. Khayr al-Din’s promotion:

When the Ottoman forces were penetrating through Central Eurofb3i2,
what Charles would do at least was to try to divert warfaseurees of the Ottoman
Empire. Habsburgs were already expecting a naval frontier thheinadversaryt®, thus
Charles ordered Doria to undertake an expedition in the Adriatica8amst the
Ottoman possessiof® Doria, after having failed in conquering ModSnh successfully
invaded Coron, Patras and Lepanto. The Ottoman Sultan had alreadgricsesé a
possibility and sent a fleet to the Adriatic S&aYet the Ottoman navy could not
impede the imperial fleet since they had to return to theatdpgicause of the lack of
provisions. An Ottoman source indicates that the admiral of thevile® “a frequenter
of the tavern and a drinker of wine”. This comment might be a diogtlon; still its
tone proves that the Ottoman decision-makers calculated thaefhet dvas due to the

lack of skill on behalf of the Ottoman admiral. It was after akcause of his

3" Hammer, V p. 115.

318 Hammer, V p. 115.

%19 sandoval, II, pp. 430-1.

30 sandoval, II, p. 452.

321 peceviTarih-i Pecevi( stanbul, 1283), p. 172.

322 «padi ah- slam Sultan Sileyman dahi sefere gitmeden bunuérikéa itmi idi. Ya'ni bir ulu
donanma denize géndernidi.” Litfi Pa a, p. 343.
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“stupidity”.>*®* This defeat also demonstrated to the Ottomans their fragifitthe
Ottoman supremacy on the sea. The next year Ottomans sé¢ief foree as well as a
navy in order to re-capture Coron. Yet, another failure would folféwence, the
decision was made in the Ottoman capital: Khayr al-Din should be called.

Khayr al-Din received an imperial letter sent by the&@u#énd brought by Sinan
A a.®*He left Algiers in August 1533 with the company of Moulay Rashiel brother
of the ruler of Tunis?® He left the administration to his adopted son, H¥3amith a
garrison of 4.000 soldier8® En route,he did not miss easy preys. He sacked Alba and
gained 8 of 13 wheat ships that were heading to Sfcilypon his arrivat®, he enjoyed
a grand ceremony and an audience by the sultan to whom he offefmédasts: “21
male slaves, Pavashs, silver artefacts such as decanters and mugs, coloured ¢lathes
crown of coral, two clocks, and velvet, satin, woollen, and brocade clailties Sultan
on 12Cemziyelevwed40 (29 November 15335 He introduced Rashid to the Sultan.

Sileyman gave him 20.000 akce and a robe of honour (Hi*aHe was not only

323 «| akin ba ve bug olan kimesne har'abat ehli v&ibir'l-hamr olub gemilerin tedarikin idemeyiib
hamékat ndan gemileri bozub kendiambola dénmduidi. Ana binden ka&fir dahi meydan hali bulub bu
hadiseleri itdi.” Ltfi Paa, p. 343.

824 «padiah- ‘alem-pendh evvel nahar ol cak nice pare gdomanmas n idilb dahi Koron istiine
gonderdi. Ve karadan dahi yeniceri ve beglerdee bigg gonderdi. Ta kim varub Koron kéfir elinden
alalar. Lakin alamayub vurulurd . Koron al nmayadsa@irler girii gemilerle geliib Koronda olan kéafide
z&hire ve yeni yard mc lar geturib p&di- ‘alem-penéh gemileriyle anda olan ‘asker mahmayub bir
mikdéar gemiler al ub zafer bulmad lar.” Litfi Pa, pp. 343-4

325 Gazavatp. 193, fol. 292a.

326 sandoval, 11, p. 470.

%27 sandoval, 11, p. 469

328 sandoval, 11, p. 709.

329 sandoval, 11, p. 470.

330 dris Bostan indicates that the arrival of the corisadated in a Papal document as Novembedi$s
Bostan, “The Province of Cezayir-i Bahr- Sefid"The Kapudan Pasha, His Office and His Domaid.
Elizabeth Zachariadou (Rethymnon, 2002), p. 244edan Ar kan and Toledo, p. 264. However, in the
same source, the letter's dispatch date from Caotistiple is given as November 9 — December 15. And
it is not explicit that the arrival date is Noveml® Yet it should be noted that Ar kan and Tolebes
not quote the whole document.

$1BOA, Kamil Kepeci, 1863, p. 68, cited byris Bostan, p. 244.

332BOA, Kamil Kepeci, 1863, p. 75, cited by Bostan2g4, fn. 26
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appointed as the Grand Admirdaptan- Deryd> but also the Governor-General,
Beglerbegiof Algiers®** At that moment, the Grand Vizibrahim Paa was in Aleppo
and Khayr al-Din had to go to Aleppo in order to meet him tfféren January, he
reached to his destination. Afterwards he returned to the cdpitaupervising the
preparation of a new fleet.

The expectations of the Ottoman Empire from Khayr al-Din wayeious.
Ottoman navy was not strong enough to confront the enemy. It is nthéh@ttomans’
naval power was insignificant at that moment. Ottomans were g®®&er since the
reign of Orhan I. Colin Imber might have indicated that Orhan hathmal force since
he had to resort to the help of the Byzantine Emperor in orderdweréss son from the
captivity of the corsair§® however, according to Halihalc k based on a contemporary

source, Cantacuzenus, Orhan had a navy as early as 1333 in his blotkade

333 “padi ah- ‘alem-penah dahi vafir hazz eyledi andan Hayflin Paaya kirk kaftan giydiirib
Kapudéan- Derya eyledi'Gazavat p. 203, fol. 311b. The office Kaptan- Derya shiole considered an
administrative responsibility. Its basic duties &ehe administration of the Arsenal, supervise raw
materials and supplies for the navy, to governpttezrince granted to him by leasing their tax re\ento
private tax-collectorsmiiltezims so that the expenses of the navy can be met.Saék Ozbaran,
“Kapudan Pasha’El? in addition, for a study on Barbarossa’s dutieshiat office, see Gilles Veinstein,
“La Derniére Flotte de Barberousse”, The Kapudan Pasha, His Office and His Domadd. Elizabeth
Zachariadou (Rethymnon, 2002), pp.181-200. The té&tapudan” had its Latin origin ironically while
its match, Admiral in the Western languages had tfaArabic. It derives from the Latin word
“capitanus” or “capitaneus”. Yet, it has top be eddhat the Persian origins of the word has been
speculated. See Gyodrgy Hazai, “A Propos de I'Histaiu Titre Kapudan Pa”, in The Kapudan Pasha,
His Office and His Domai ed. Elizabeth Zachariadou (Rethymnon, 200g),3-6.

334 “Hayrid-din Paa Magribden slambola geliib padih- slamn elin épib ‘ali pke ler cekti. Ve
padi &h- ‘alem-penéh ana derya beglerbegilivirib ve ad Hayri’'d-din Re'is iken Hayrii'd-diRaa
oldu.” Litfi Paa, p. 344.

%35 “Mii arun-ileyh donanmasyle rikdb- hiimay(n- patliye gelib yiiz siirdilkde ciimle ahval-i
memalik ve ‘ibad- ser'asker-slam- mekéarim-mu’tad n ara-y s&'’ibeleriyle géridinferman olunmag n
mi &run-ileyh dahi Halebe geliib huzir- mevflrlar n#&ki old lar. Bir ve sad k enva’ ihsana lay k
kimesne oldug veéhéane fahir hil'atlar giydirib dahi yine kendiyez&gr memleketin beglerbegilik
‘Unvan yla ‘inayet buyurd lar re’is iken ndm beddegi olub kadri ‘ayyuka irdi.” Pecevi, pp. 175-6.

%3 Colin Imber, “Before the Kapudan Pashas: Sea Pawdrthe Emergence of the Ottoman Empire”, in
The Kapudan Pasha, His Office and His Domaad. Elizabeth Zachariadou (Rethymnon, 2002),%. 4
This fact can only prove the debility of the nafakes of that time, not their inexistence.
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Nikomedia®*” Naval power played an important role in the Ottoman conquests. Murad |
conquered the Biga peninsula with the cooperation of the land and sea®idm
further development occurred when Bayezid | incorporated the Turkishpadities of
Western Anatolia. Naval activites dfegliks like Menteeo ullar **° Ayd no ullar,
Saruhanoullar and Karesioullar were significant since the beginning of the
fourteenth centur§’® According to nalck, their naval activity had succeeded to
eliminate the effects of the Papal blockade against the Islamorld that was
proclaimed in 1291, following the fall of AkK4' Hence, the incorporation of the fleets
belonging to these Western Anatolibagliksenhanced the efficiency of the Ottoman
navy3* Yet, samenalc k indicates that, still Ottoman navy was not able to bid for a
naval supremacy. Gallipoli, Ottoman primary naval base at thatwias protected by a
wall in order to enable Ottoman navy to undertake hit and run ta@imsously, this
proves that the Ottomans could not compete with Venetian navy #intedf* Mehmet

I would challenge the Venetian supremacy, yet unsuccessfullyroPiearedano

succeeded to destroy the Ottoman ffé&Mehmet Il would also rely on the power of

the navy during his conquests in the northern Aegeari*®¥at, his struggle to be the

%7 nalc k, “Osmanl Deniz Egemenlt, p. 52.

338 His admiral, Idutan is buried at the naval base in Ayd nc k.

339 See Paul, Wittekylentee Beyli i, trans. O.. Gokyay (Ankara, 1944), pp. 44-6, 56-7, 72-3.

310 See Halil nalc k, “The Rise of the Turcoman Maritime Prindipes in Anatolia, Byzantium and

Crusades”, Byzantinische ForschungenX (1985), pp. 105-126; Halil nalc k, “Bat Anadolu’da

Yukselene Denizci Gazi Beylikleri, Bizans ve Haal’l in Turk Denizcilik Tarihi,ed. Bilent Ar

(Ankara, 2002), pp. 73-90.

%1 nalc k, “Osmanl Deniz Egemenlf, p. 53. Also see erafettin TuranTurkiye-talya li kileri I:
elcuklulardan Bizans n Sona Eirie (Ankara, 1990), pp. 141-184.

%2 nalc k, “Osmanl Deniz Egemenlt, p. 53.

3 nalc k, “Osmanl Deniz Egemenlt, p. 53.

** Halil nalc k, “Mehemmed I"EI°.

> Halil nalc k, “Mehmed 117, A.
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master of the two sedslakani’'l-Bahyreyny*® remained unfulfilled despite his efforts
to dominate the Aegean Sea between the years 1456*1479.

The first real Ottoman challenge to the Venetian supremasytiveal499-1503
War®® during the reign of Bayezid Il, who according to Kisslingswiae first Ottoman
emperor to realize that he had to establish a naval p8fide result of the war was an
“uneasy peacé’for the Venetians.

The Ottoman decision-makers would appreciate the collaboratiormayrkal-
Din who was an expert on naval affairs since they calculatédithalliance would be
useful for the enhancement of the naval forces of the erfipifdie pressure of Andrea
Doria in 1532 proved that the navy would need a reform as well as able captaoteyin or
to cope with the enemy. Corsairs had the ability to undertake kbetioms. According
to a letter addressed to the Doge of Venice, BarbarossaalNed t the capital and
granted the office since it was expected from him the proteafitre entire sea and the

conquest of Algiers and of its vicinitié¥’

%46 Mehmed Il was using the titlBultanii’l- Berreyn ve Hakanii'l-Bahreyif,a translation is essential:
The emperor of the two lands and the master ofwloeseas. In this contexberreynwere Anatolia and
the Balkans whileBahreyn werethe Black Sea and the Aegean Sea. 3mdc k, “Osmanl Deniz
Egemenlii’, p. 55

%" Halil nalc k, “Fatih ve Ege Denizi” iffiirk Denizcilik Tarihi,ed. Bilent Ar (Ankara, 2002), p. 92.

8 nalc k, “Osmanl Deniz Egemenlt, p. 53.

39 1. J. Kissling, “Il. Bayezid'in Deniz Politikas zérine Duiinceler: (1481-1512)", iffiirk Denizcilik
Tarihi, ed. Bulent Ar (Ankara, 2002), p. 111.

%0 Norwich, p. 385.

%1 According to the version of the letter that canftiend in Gazavat,it is possible to understand the
motives of the Ottoman decision-makers for reangitKkhayr al-Din. “&yle bilesin ki eger ‘avn { ‘inayet-
i rabbani olursa murad-&ahanem spanya Kral mel'ina bir ikiamar virmekdir. mdi sen micahid
kulum ol taraflarun ahvalin bilmekle emr-ierifim vusdl nda isti'cAlen sidde-yi sa’adetime (gel
hékpayuma yuz siresin, zird bu e’imme-yi mihimmelBunda bana 14z mlu kulums nGazavat,p.
193, fol. 292b.

%2 «kiilliyen derya canibinin h fz u h raseti ve Ceirtyve kenarlar n zabt ve siyaneti”, Archivio Siai
Venezia, Sala Regina Margherifieyrchia Firmanj Seri 4 XXXVI, No: 6. Even though in the beginning
of the document, the date isMhzzio1535, it was corrected by Gokbilgin as 16M2&rt 1535. M. Tayyib
GOkbilgin, “Venedik Devlet Arivindeki Tirkce Belgeler Kolleksiyonu ve Bizimlggili Di er Belgeler”,
pp. 54-5.
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It was not the first time that the Ottoman Empire was riegptb the cooperation of a
corsair. For instance, Kemal Re’is not only participated in tggbAz campaign in
1570 under the command of Mahmud Pasha; but also did he fight with thea®ttom
navy against the Venetians during the 1499-1503 Ottoman-Venetiafr ¥Zamcerning
our period, cooperation between the core and the periphery had attesigyl. The
agreement of 1519 was mentioned before. Furthermore, even if it isohandlerstand
its real extent, the capital had always been informed bgldétaelopments in the Western
Mediterranean. Sanuto records the call for Sinan Re’is from t&umeople while
Barbarossa remained in Algiers in 1530 According to two registers in Sanuto of
February 1531, Barbarossa sent gifts to the Sultan and the Sultadwamhake him
his captain in the Western Mediterranean. Sanuto did not als® fadté that he was
told not to attack the VenetiafS. Also, it could be deduced from several entries that a
possible promotion of Khayr al-Din was already being discussed irievieEurope.
According to these speculations, Ottoman navy backed by Barbavosth undertake
an expedition in the Adriatic Sea. Its objective was uncertain pedukated. The
commander of the navy would be the “Pasha of the Galli38livho was als&aptan-
Derya), yet Barbarossa would be the commander-in-force since he was mor
experienced®’ Katip Celebi also indicates that Barbarossa plans to come to

Constantinople in those years.

%3 Nejat Goyiing, “Kemal Re'isEI2

%4 sanuto, LIV, pp. 228-9.

%5 sanuto, LIV, pp. 281, 348.

% Until 1533, Gallipoli was the centre of theeglerbegilikof Rumeli and itssandjak-begiwas the
commander of the fleet. Halihalc k, “Gelibolu”, EI*.

%735anuto, LV, pp. 615, 617-8, 692; Sanuto, LVI, @p, 207-8, 229-30, 270-1, 313, 318.

8 Katip Celebi, p. 59.

107



However, it does not mean that Barbarossa was welcome for everiybtuy
Ottoman Empire. At this point, it should be noted tharavatecords an anti-Khayr al-
Din cliqgue who was not content with the appointment of a corsair to a high rahiwi
the Ottoman administrative systéMl.These*baz miinaf kan”would not be successful
in their lobbying; however, their existence should be noted.

With this promotion, the petty corsair state in North Africaaoee part of the
Ottoman Empire to a more extent than a symbolic act of incatiparwould provide in
1519. With this promotion, corsair now became a part of the Ottoman sthatine
system. He would no longer be a simple corsair whose conduct of \Malyis
collaterally beneficial for the Ottoman Empire. Both he and Hstdinants would
become a part of the imperial ranks and play an important roleeinialry between
two powers in the sixteenth century. Since the scope and time petind tifesis is not
to cover the whole issue, the later administrative developmettieoNorth African
states (with also Tripoli and Tunis) will be left outside of the analysis.

Promotion and incorporation should have changed the core-periphery
relationship rapidly to the detriment of the latter's autonomyrésteng it would be to
note that as soon as the promotion took effect, Ottoman capiteldstarexert a certain
level of control over corsair activities. In the summer of 1534, Wame presented an
‘arz to the sultan in which they complained about corsary againsahideaamegranted
to the Serenissima Repubbli¢&® According to this, two corsair captains, Kulaks z

Ahmed and Cuhuf' Sinan’s activities in the Adriatic Sea should be punished.

%9 Gazavatp. 204, fol. 313b-314a.

%0 Topkap Saray Aivi, E. 5934, cited by M. Tayyib Gokbilgin, “VenddDevlet Ar ivindeki Tiirkce
Belgeler Koleksiyonu”, pp. 143-6.

%1 Sinan Re'ls was called the Jeludeo This should be a distorted form of the word.
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Kulaks z, who was the Captain of Modon, according to the document, hadyddstro
several ships, belonging to the Republic. In addition, he captured twhipg @0 €)

on their way to Venice carrying cereffsand other commodities. Then he took one of
the captains, a certain Agosto, to Modon and obtairtegteetfrom thekadiin order to
prove that he did not acquire anything from the captain. Even thoughoAgesaged

to escape, he would still demand compensation. The other captain, i\acki less
fortunate, he was decapitated with some of his*fidoy the corsair. Sinan Re’is’
attitude was more mediocre. He caught 13 Shipand despite the efforts of the
Venetianprovvedditoreyefused to restore the seized goods.

Ottomans’ response to the Venetian petition proves that a level ablcomer
the corsairs existed as early as 1534. Sultan had alreadydgbkerSignoria that
Barbarossa was ordered to refrain from damaging Venetiangsamsg > An imperial
hatt- hiimayurwould be sent to Barbaros8&in which he was ordered to investigate
the issue and in case of its validity, to punish the violators and coatpahg victims
since their actions would be contrary to théddamegranted to Venicé®’ Thus,
corsairs would be considered under the obligation to observe the Ottomgn fookcy

as this direct intervention in the internal affairs of KhdyDi's state can prove. They

32 Cereals were generally transported from Anataligénice. This trade became an important issue such
that separate clauses were spared in internatice@les for its regulation. In fact, Venetians vatways
concerned about such a trade. Since its importanobvious in a world in which the basic means of
substance was wheat, every state has to be codoeitieits provision. Braudel, I, pp. 300-4.

33 Nadalin nam reisin ba kesiip ve dahi gemi yazcsnn ve yedi nefercbemlerin bile bdar n
keslp”.

%44riili, uvakl gemilerimizi deniz yiiziinden basub”

35 ASV, Documenti TurchiBusta 3, no. 315.

%6 ASV, Documenti Turchi,Busta 3, no. 330. For an ltalian translation, see BB31; M. Tayyib
GOkbilgin, “Venedik Devlet Arivindeki Vesikalar Killiyat nda Kanuni Sultan Sulagn Devri
Belgeleri”, Belgeler: Turk Tarih Belgeleri Dergisi,(July 1964), p. 188.

%7 «enedik begleriyle olan ‘ahd-i hiimayinum kemakaunkarrer olup anlar n vilayetine ‘ahd-érifime
muhalif dahl olunmaa emrim yoktur.” For further documentation on tlssue, see ASVDocumenti
Turchi, Busta 3, no. 332 with its Italian translation in 883.
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were under the direct authority of the Ottoman Sultan and siroen@t Sultan “does
not have an order” for such violation, acts of this sort should be contained.

However, such collaboration would not only mean new responsibilities for the
corsairs. Ottoman decision-makers also considered them a plaeircdirmed forces and
expected from other states to cooperate with them as they tidh&iOttoman Empire
itself. The example of France is obvious. What can be added isad¢hehft it was
overtly asked from Venice to collaborate with Khayr al-Bfh.The tone of
Constantinople would become more serious six months later since nleéavs should
have helped the corsair who recently had to evacuate Tunis, ridtdersimply
informing the difficulties of him to Constantinople. Their etermarfdship should have

included the Grand Admiral of the Ottoman Empfte.

3.5. Conquest of Tunis (1534):

At a time when the Ottoman forces were engaged in the Easipaigning

against the Safavids, such an expedition would be a diversion and trouklbdides

who was not included in the truce signed between Constantinople and Vienna.

368 «gjzin gemileriniz dahi anlar ile bile olub yekkdie yek-cihet olub dimana miite’alik olan harami ve
korsan gemilerini ele getirmek bab nda hisn-i dkifve ittihdd Uzere olasz.” ASV, Sala Regina
Margherita,Turchia Firmanj Seri 4 XXXVI, No: 6; M. Tayyib Gokbilgin, “Vene#i Devlet Ar ivindeki
Turkce Belgeler Kolleksiyonu ve Bizimldgili Di er Belgeler”, p. 55. Also see ASYDocumenti Turchi,
Busta 3, no. 315.

%9 «gjziin kadimi sadakatinizden ve dostimuzdan bdyle mi umulur idi hakiki dostluk buydubkinun
gibi haber ma’lumunuz oldukda kat’en te’hir itmeypédi ah- ‘alem-pendh hazretlerinin munda kemal
makddr n z deri itmeylb gerei gibi mu’avenet ve miizdheretde bulunayd n z yomseerred haber ile
dostluk ma’lum olmaz” ASVDocumenti TurchiBusta 3, no. 343. For an Italian translation see344;
GOkbilgin, “Venedik Devlet Arivindeki Vesikalar Killiyat nda Kanuni Sultan Sulagn Devri
Belgeleri”, p. 162-3. Also see AS\Documenti TurchiBusta 3, no. 336 and for its Italian translatian n
337.

110



Khayr al-Din spent the winter of 1534 in the dockyards of Istanbalrder to
prepare the imperial fleet for the forthcoming expediti@rOn August 1, he left the
capital with his new navy that was reinforced. Bostan recthds his navy was
consisting of 100 ships: “3bastarda, 53 galleys, &alyatas and 7 rowing boats and
24.400 men, consisting efatcs, oarsmen, and warriors and 270 artillerymién.

First he attacked Italian coasts in order to conceal theotgakttive of his

expedition®’?

He first plundered San Lucido, where he had taken prisoner nbarly t
entire population. He then went to Cetraro having been informed hbet tvas the
construction of galleys. However, he found the town deserted and only thing he could do
was to burn the 6 imperial galleys he fodfitiFrom there he reached the Tyrrhenian
Sea, ravaging the Golf of Naples. In Sperlonga, the devastation neasnais. 162
houses were completely destroyed while 74 of them were damaged. figparthe

booty, a significant amount of slaves were captured; only 24 peopé&efreed due to
illness and age. In Fondi, the population was informed of the arrivakatdrsairs and

thus succeeded to place their precious belongings within the wvadlde On August

73" corsairs inflicted a serious damage on the city, burning 1.200e$oudling

hundreds of people and taking 500 slaves. From there, corsairs headed Northe

until the mouth of Tiber. According to Bono, contemporary records ireittedt he

370 According to Lane-Poole, “the period of Turkistpeemacy on the sea dates from Hayreddin’s winter
in the dockyards”. Lane-Poole, p. 83. Even thouglexaggeration, it still may be considered to wste
the importance.

371 dris Bostan, “The Province of Cezayir-i Bahr- $&fip. 246 based on BOA Kamil Kepeci, 1863, p.
204. Also he wisely adds that the Venetian documeatify the total number, 100, based on Ar kan and
Toledo, p. 265. On the other hand, Sandoval rec8@dgalleys with 20 small ships, 800.000 ducats and
8000 soldiers alongside 800 janissaries. Sanddiap. 473. Katip Celebi indicates 84 ships. Katip
Celebi, pp. 64-65.

%72 Bono, op.cit., pp. 140-2, Gonzalo de lllescadprnada de Carlos a Tuneiladrid, 1804, 41pp.,
http://www.cervantesvirtual.com/historia/CarlosVZ7 illescas.shtml

373 sandoval, II, p. 473.

37 sandoval, II, p. 473.
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would not find any impediments if he decided to attack the anciertatapthe Roman
Empire. lllescas records that there was a great turbulenite ioity since the corsair
might have sacked it. Clemente VIl was about to die and Cardindlhexhaust the
Papal treasury to finance defensive preparations in the city.théetzunning corsair
directly headed for Tunis since his intention was to deceivedversaries in order to
conceal his real objectivé®

Finally, he appeared in front of Bizerta, the seaport of Tunisugust, 15. The
port surrendered since Barbarossa declared the company of the lofotherruler of
Tunis, Moulay Rashid. The people in La Goletta had rebelled againgbveenor and
expelled him from the city. Khayr al-Din was welcome. On Au@2stthe same attitude
prevailed in Tunis. People were enthusiastic about the news of Rashitval. The
ruler of Tunis, Moulay Hasan did nothing but to kill or blind his relataed then head
for the Spanisipresidioin Oran for requiring military assistant@€.The population was
favourable to the invasion presuming that Khayr al-Din would put Mouéshid to the
throne as he promised. Yet, Khayr al-Din had taken this brother ofdyldHasan to
Constantinople and left him there. When the people of Tunis realizedhthatvere
deceived, they took up the arms. In addition, they sent a delegatioa former ruler.
Moulay Hasan also joined the rebels and Khayr al-Din found himseilédezs He
decided to confront the enemy and succeeded in suppressing this insurgemich he
killed 3.000 in addition to a 5.000- 6.080injured. It was not possible for them “to

resist cannon and musket$® Finally, the city-dwellers had to accept the sovereignty of

375 |llescas Jornada de Carlos a Tnez.
378 |llescas Jornada de Carlos a Tlnez.
37" sandoval, II, p. 474.

378 Katip Celebi, p. 66.
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the corsair under the name of the Ottoman Sultan in exchange focentaim promise
of re-establishing Rashid in Tunis very sé6hKhayr al-Din also did not punish the

population since he was in need of local assistance. He would need stifplies.

3.6. Charles’ Tunis Expedition (1535):

It was a serious blow to the Spanish prestige in the region. Wadée the
conquest of Tunis more perilous such that the emperor himself wouldtakelan
expedition was the geographical proximity of the city to the Halgsdominions in
Southern Italy, namely the kingdoms of Sicily and to a lessenextat of Naples.
Algiers was also an important foothold in North Africa, but the cortqufeBunis would
facilitate corsairs’ operation significantly since it wagey point controlling the trade
between the Eastern and Western Mediterranean. That wakmdlyts of St. John in
Malta was lobbying for such an expeditidh. Charles himself indicated that
Barbarossa’s leaving this kingdom “would not be a little refioef our kingdoms of
Sicily and Naples and coasts of Italy and other islaffsAccording to him, if Tunis
remained to Barbarossa, all the shores from Messina to Gibwadtsld be under the
corsair threat “unless they are of Freri€f”If he was left alone there, he might increase
his power in the region by concluding alliances with the localrsuéad with the

support of the newly gained Turkish forces and n&vgsidics would be in danger, and

379 |llescas Jornada de Carlos a Tunez
%0 sandoval, II, p. 474.

1 Dani mend, II, p. 175.

%2 5andoval, I, p. 477.

33 sandoval, 11, pp. 498-9.
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an expedition should be carried out as soon as possible, especiatl\sulegman was
busy in the East with the Safavids.

The importance of such an action should be considered carefullyasinceme
of financial problems, Charles forced every possible resource gr ¢odbe able to
launch this expedition. Tunis could be a second Algeria and given tligagécal
proximity, it could be very harmful to the Sicilian coast whose proolniof grain is of
utmost importance in a world where issues of grain trade is axtraiieid by clauses of
international treaties. In addition, as thefensor Fideiand the champion of a religious
propaganda, in a time of relative stability when Ottoman exparslted in the central
Europe as a result of the 1533 armistice, he needed to fulfil hgatbhs. “...not only
the imperial idea, but also the more elementary sense of obfigaif a sovereign and
of the humanity imposed on Charles the necessity of fightftigCharles himself
declared that “the honour of a tribute to God, the well-being of tHmity, the
necessities of his states, his own honour, and reputation demanded frosndmimn
expedition®® Karl Brandi insisted on his eagerness for this expedition asge¢hiat he
was not so eagerly interested in repulsing the Turkish pressure gentral Europe in
1532. He was on the field in 1532, “in retard and nearly unwilliffyBrandi even
concluded that the emperor demonstrated special attention for theuatioh of the
peace with France in order to be able to undertake this expetiitible would not

follow the advices of the Archbishop of Toledo, Cardinal Juan de Ta%era.

%4 Brandi, p. 348.
%% Brandi, p. 354.
%% Brandi, p. 355.
%7 Brandi, pp. 351-2.
38 Brandi, p. 354.
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Charles was relying on local elements. The first thing he d&lter send a spy to
the city, called Luis de Presendes, whose fate was executioa tie Morisco that
accompanied him from Spain informed him to Barbard¥sslevertheless, instructions
given to him would blatantly demonstrate Charles’ prioritieh@region. His primary
aim was to be familiar with Barbarossa and the ruler of Tunils the help of his
disguise as a merchant. If the ruler of Tunis was in the aityshould invent a way to
provoke enmity between him and the corsair and try to induce him & Bapbarossa
from the city. He should create “dissention, suspicion and other forrdsaintent”
between Barbarossa and his entourd§én order to divide their opinions and create
discord. Such discord would result in his destructidAs a result of it, Barbarossa
should be expelled with the most possible damage to himself, his forddss navy in
order to facilitate his destruction later. On the other hand, ifrakex of Tunis was
expelled from the city, he should be encouraged to invade it. Helptfreremperor
should be guaranteed; yet the ruler of Tunis should be reminded thatvasnisbutary
to the emperot? When success was realized, a further cooperation between him and
the corsair should be prevented. He should guarantee that the ports ©ivbuld be
closed to Barbarossa. These negotiations should be done discreetlyBarbeeossa
might come to terms with Moulay Hasan if he realized a passisbperation between
him and the emperor.

Additionally, he might try to induce the local population to turn against

Barbarossa. Such a task would be easy given their fragiléylolke was instructed to

%9 For instructions given to him, see Sandoval, pl, 477-482.

$90«Those who were most acceptable to him, whom heuvad the most”. Sandoval, II, pp. 478.

#¥1«due to the little faith, affection or constanayfidlels demonstrate to each other”. Sandoval,fil,478.

392 4t would be necessary to ask from these kingsetmain our tributaries for such an aid and help”.
Sandoval, Il, pp. 480.
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offer Christian renegades residing in the city a good treatrmpardon for their great sin
-i.e. renouncement of Christianity- and a safe return to Europe umnréor their
cooperation. Also bribing the local population would be usatgil.

Charles started preparations as soon as possible. He serst fetitaly to his
Genoese admiral, Andrea Doria and the viceroy of Naples, PedroldéoTordering
that they work in collaboration in order to provide food provisions andeaytifbr the
navy3®* Furthermore, he wrote to the Pope and the French king askintheir
participation in this expedition “with the most possible speed anduarht’®> Pope
should write to Francois, for the acquisition of 6 galleys and an oparakson of the
cessation of cooperation with Barbarossa. Frangois should declabar®@ssa his
enemy. The French king rejected both of the proposals while Popel dgrgeve 12
galleys and a quarter of theneficiosrom the Church revenué®

It would be an international expedition, yet with a predominantlyiatal
character since the defence of the Italian coasts wasbjketive®®’ The imperial fleet
would consist of 82 galleys according to Sandoval. Alvaro de Bazagdimenander-
General of the Spanish Fleet, would bring 15 galleys, while thadGkamiral of the
Imperial Fleet, Andrea Doria would attend with his 19 and his cousitomo’s 5
galleys. Pope, as he had promised, would contribute 12 galleys under timarodrof
Virginio Ursino. The contribution of the Habsburgs was not limitedhéogalleys of the

Spanish fleet. 6 galleys from Naples would be under the command @& @arToledo

393 “Moors, Jews and other persons who would be a gfaand useful for the realization of the afore-
mentioned effects"Sandoval, Il, p. 479.

%% sandoval, II, pp. 483-4.

%% sandoval, II, p. 484.

3% sandoval, 11, p. 488.

397 Kamen,Imperio, p. 95
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while 10 from Sicily under the command of Berenguel de Requesenhefnore,
imperial allies would participate in the expedition. Genoa would duorigi with 9
galleys, Monaco with 2 and Knights of St. John in Malta with 4 undecdh@nand of

Aurelio Botigela®®

Apart from these forces, Portuguese were also present under the
command of a Portuguese royal, the infant Louis, with 24 cariVétsrthermore, with
other ships of minor size, the total volume of the navy exceeded 300%hips.

The numbers in the land forces of the emperor were also indicatgdruloval.
According to this, the imperial fleet would carry 26.000 paid soldie@0 cavalry of
diverse nations and c. 16.000 armed adventurers with 10.000 marines. Thertdial
was equal to c. 54.006" According to Kamen, there was some thirty thousand in the
army;*°? this number being logical when irregular armed adventurers eecluded.
lllescas still gives certain numbers. According to this, the eonead 8.000 soldiers in
Barcelona in addition to 700 cavalry which were his personal guardsPdieguese
prince Luis also brought 2.000 soldiers with him. Furthermore, there @00 Italians
and 8.000 Germans that was embarked from G&Hoa.

At the head of the expedition, there were two Italians. Doriatiagdmiral of
the naval forces while Vasto was the commander of the army.

On the other hand, it is hard to examine Barbarossa’s forces.tkwegh for

imperial forces, numbers could be based on a Spanish chronicle, such & isourc

3% sandoval, Il, p. 498. Also Henry Kamen gives likpercentages. According to him out of the same
total number, 82, 18 percent were Spanish shipped€ent were Genoese ships whose majority belonged
to Doria and the remaining 42 percent were thessbipning from Italian states. Kamemperio,p. 95.

%99 sandoval, II, p. 490. lllescas numbers them aS@8. lllescas]ornada de Carlos a Tanez

400 sandoval, I, p. 496. According to lllescas, thmimber was actually more than 700. lllesdasnada

de Carlos a Tunez

401 sandoval, I1p. 510.

402 Kamen,Imperio, p. 95.

9 llescas Jornada de Carlos a Tunez
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inapplicable for Barbarossa’s forces. It had already been iedi¢he total number of

his soldiers -24.400- before he left Constantinople; however, given thaashengaged

in armed conflicts before he conquered Tunis, it is not possible toatedan exact
number for that moment. According to Sandoval, the corsair had 7.000 Turks, 800
janissary and 7.000 archers, 7.000 spearmen and 8.000 Arab cavalry in Tunis and
furthermore a garrison of 1.000 corsairs that was left in Lat@df& However, these
numbers should be an exaggeration. The total of them exceeds the nuigibailyor
indicated by the Ottoman sources for the commencement of the éxpedhiey were

the estimates of an outsider, thus unreliable. Furthermore, Sandovdl rmaulbe
objective in this manner since his basic duty is to glorify tbedd of Charles. It was
probably already hard to accept that the emperor was acleatliing an expedition in
person against a corsair of humble origin. At least he could #ealvictory that the
Defender of the Faith gained against this infidel. Anyway, loeildvincrease this
number later when both armies confronted each other in an open battleoudd
pronounce 80.000 infantry accompanied by 20.000 ca{&ltifescas also indicates the
same totaf’® Strangely enough they are not alone to do so since Charles fhimsel
indicated the same numbers in a letter addressed to MarquisideCthe viceroy of
Navarre?’ It is still an exaggeration since such an army would be hard tbaee
supply. However, at least it is obvious that there was a comma@uenaiion on the
Spanish side. On the other hand, Hammer indicates that Barbarossanfradted the

imperial army after the conquest of La Goletta with 7.200 soldwdite 2.500 Arab

404 sandoval, II, p. 502.

% sandoval, Il, pp. 548-9.

% |llescas Jornada de Carlos a Tunez

407 sandoval, Il, “Letter of Charles V to Marquis daféte dated 25 July 1535, p. 556.
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cavalry abandoned the cause. Hence, the number he offered is 970@eatstatpe of
war*®® Gazavaton the other hand, indicates that after the appearance of Mdatan
and thevolte-faceof the Arab cavalry, number of soldiers decreased to 5.000-1800.
After the defeat, this number would further be curtailed: 3.000-4800et, it is still
hard to conclude an exact number; what is possible is to understatitethaimbers in
Spanish sources are exaggerated.

Barbarossa also started war preparations since he was édfoomthe real
destination of the imperial fleet. He strengthened fortificetj ensured supplies and
asked help from the ruler of Tlemsen and other corsairs. Yet, he dithwetenough
time and resources for realizing an effective reconstructitineofortifications. Since he
was aware that his situation was not strong, he decided to fdrafyortress of La
Goletta. He thought that the Emperor would not divide his forces and eotlyglilead
them to Tunis while corsair forces remained in his rearguérde did so, corsairs
would be able to jeopardize his lines of sugplyCharles also would accept the
situation in a letter addressed to CafféteTo facilitate the expedition, it would be
more convenient to lead on Tunis and besiege it, considering whenitihiss c
conquered, in La Goletta, there would remain no resistdnt&’et, between the navy
and the Tunis there were 9 miles and it would be hard to supplsrthg, when a
fortified La Goletta was left behind. Khayr al-Din built wadilong the port which he

had to complete with wood, bags of wool and with other materials codneot

%8 Hammer, V, p. 148.

40 Gazavatp. 210, fol. 326a.

10 Gazavatp. 211, fol. 327a.

“ sandoval, II, p. 504.

“12 gsandoval, Il, “Letter of Charles V to Marquis dafete dated 30 June 1535”, p. 526-9.
“33sandoval, Il, p. 526.
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chained together. This indicates the time problem even though Sandas/alurprised
by the efficiency of this lame construction. Furthermore, he oddiwes construction of
a bridge over the canal both in order to facilitate the defenganmation and the
mobilization of the artillery from one side to anotHéf.

An expedition to La Goletta must be undertaken from the north side thieiee
was not enough width between the lake and the bay. The land betveeseatand La
Goletta could be used as a shelter. Barbarossa placed a fleegalleys there in order
to make sure that in case the imperial fleets suffers &ahsaster, these galleys should
be able to follow the victory. 6 of them were left in the canal, their rowgliaken out,
while the remaining 6 were waiting outside the c&fakurthermore, he sent 14 galleys

to Bond!®

and 12 galleys to Algiers, all full of riches. Last but not #wst; he took
some precautions in the city. According to Sandoval, did he not only ke
population with 200.000 ducats but also imprisoned the Christian slaves inythe c

order to prevent their possible uprising. Furthermore, he asked from those who did not

““sandoval, II, p. 505.

15 sandoval, Il, p. 505. Yet, Charles indicated timeimber as 10 or 11 in one of his letters to Marqie
Cafiete dated $QJune 1535. See Sandoval, II, p. 526.

1% Gazavat numbers them as 16. In addition, it clahmsthese ships numbering 20 at the beginning wer
sent by Khayr al-Din to commit corsary. Then thépeked Sardinian coasts and had to retreat to ,Bona
when their number reduced to 16- instead of reactontheir final destination which was Algiers. The
winter had approached. “Cezayire togr giderlerkeavalar k olmagla Cezayiri tutamayub dahi
pocalayub Beled-i Annaba —i.e. Bona- gelib dahil lat.” Gazavat,p. 209, fol. 324b. However, this
narration should be discussed. In my opinion, Gagz#es to explain the fact that Khayr al-Din took
precautions against a possible defeat by divettisgorces. As was the case in the narration ofc@ru
death, it tries to cover the facts. For otherwigey should Khayr al-Din send some of his navy tgage

in corsary, when the imperial forces were appraaghilt should be noted that in certain parts ofdvéag

a similar attitude can be observed. Especiallynmes of defeat, not only did it include distortaghtbers
—which we also encountered in Sandoval-; but aiserited stories. In Chapter 2, we had already noted
how it tried to conceal the fact that Oru¢ wasekilwhile he was running away. Furthermore, forstime
expedition, it indicated that Orug sent some offbises to Algiers while his position was less sedn
Tlemsen. “ki yiz ¢adur benim yan mda co&ydir”, Gazavatp. 98, fol. 103b. The same thing applies to
this expedition. According to Gazavét, Khayr al-Diat only refused and sent back the reinforcements
from Algiers; but also sent some of his own soldlieith these reinforcements; which is the lastghim

do at such a momengazavatp. 207, fol. 320a.
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wish to risk their lives to leave the city in order to lesdem humber of people to
feed?’

The imperial fleet left Barcelona on May 30. They reacbetthé ancient city of
Carthage on June 16. Del Vasto had been sent to scout La Goleits \anuhity with
22 galleys while the entire infantry totalling 15.000 with soméhefdrtillery was being
disembarked. On June 17, disembarking was finalised with the landing ofSpaah

418
S

cavalry forces and the rest of the artillery and other waternals:~" The siege of La

Goletta started on 8June**®

The emperor had decided to conquer the fortress before
going directly against Tuni€® The first series of skirmishes were generally of minor
importance since corsairs evaded from leaving their sheltetr@en&mperor tried to
refrain from useless aggression. There were furthermoresis$wkscipline right from
the beginning. On the second day, Emperor already had to issudeanrowhich he
prohibited burning down the houses, cutting the trees or committifig gdurther
problem was the voluntary regiments in the army; the samehagywere ordered to
register their name for the army in order to assure the discfpline.

The siege was conducted with artillery bombardments and mutualisthason
a daily basis. In addition to these skirmishes which genemadly place in the olive
yards in the vicinity’?? there was constant artillery bombardment on both sides. The

commander of the garrison forces was Sinan Re’is. He triegpitseethe attack several

times but he could not succeed. The advantage of the fortress waeskace of the

“7 sandoval, II, p. 502.
“8 sandoval, 11, p. 500.
“19 sandoval, II, p. 506.
420 sandoval, II, p. 504.
42! sandoval, 11, p. 503.
422 sandoval, II, p. 511.
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little ships that were providing supplies to the fortress from Ttimsugh the lake.
Imperial forces, on the other hand, were facing serious supply proffiéms.

On June 22, there occurred a small skirmish between Moriscos aimapireal
forces*** The next day, 1.000 infantry and 80 cavalry from La Goletta mauetia in
which they succeeded in defeating a contingent of Italian ssldtatians were situated
in front of the trenches in order to guard it, where the agtiNeas being established.
When corsairs attacked, soldiers were already tired since they helpedfortifications
during the night. Furthermore, they did not actually defend it; but rétaee for an
offensive fight*?° Corsairs faked a retreat and inflicted upon their adversadesshing
defeat. Andrea Doria tried to help the Italian contingents; howesmforcements that
he sent arrived after corsairs had retreated to La Golete.cdunt of Sarno, “the
colonel of 1200 Italian soldiers” was among the casuéifiesd the bastion was IG%f.

The same night, another attack was attempted to another bastion gbgrded
Spaniards. Even though the surprised and tired imperials sufferedcesomdties; this
time, the attack was repuls&d.The same day, encouraged corsairs decided to attack
with two squadrons; 1.000 in the vanguard and a further 2.000 in the isarthEy
retreated having heard the alarm bells ringing in the impesiapc Then, when the

imperials thought they had actually withdrawn, they appeared oraie igm where

they were hidden. Even though inflicting a surprise attack, ecersad to withdraw

% sandoval, II, p. 506. For an example to suppbbfems, see Sandoval, II, p. 511. According ts, thi
the situation was such that a chicken cost 2 dwelile a cow 10. There was no fresh bread.

424 sandoval, II, p. 512.

4% sandoval, II, p. 527

426 sandoval, II, p. 513.

2" sandoval, Il, p. 527.

428 sandoval, II, p. 528.
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when the imperials could present a uniform deféAt@n June 25, a small group of
reinforcements had arrived from Italy and Spain. With the adventeshdido de
Alarcén, the imperials decided to halt the skirmishes and concentrate on thraatmst
of the bastions with more forcé¥,

On June 26, Barbarossa tried to surprise the imperial forces najngea
contingent of Arab cavalry through the olive groves; yet the ekpadiailed. The
imperials were informed of the surprise attack and they wesady armed the night
before the attack’ On June 28, bad weather hindered the military operations. The
strong winds had resulted in a sand storm which impeded the sight cdrbo#ds. The
sight between the land and naval forces was lost. At this mo2@hicorsairs made a
sortiefrom La Goletta in order to raise the sand such that the wwod&l take them to
the imperial camp and thus impeding their vision. Moreover, a largeingent
attacked imperial bastions but the resistance prevafe@dn June 29, Moulay Hasan
appeared with 200 Moors in his comp&lya number probably lesser than expected.
Gazavat indicates that he promised to arrive with 50.000 — 60.000 Aralpydavhls

letter to the emperd?* He tried to hire some local mercenaries with 20.000 ducats that

42 sandoval, Il, pp. 515-6.

“%3sandoval, II, p. 517.

43! sandoval, Il, pp. 517-20

32 gandoval, II, p. 521.

433 sandoval, I, p. 522. Brandi numbers them 300.nBiaop.cit., p. 357. Also, Charles indicated a
further reinforcement of 900-1000 Moors that wasnpised by Moulay Hasan in a letter addressed to
Marquis of Carfiete, dated 30 June 1530. See Sandhyal529.

434 Gazavat,p. 208, fol. 322bYet, the same source indicates that he kept limise, even though he
arrived late. Se&azavat,p. 210, fol. 325b. However, Gazavat, in this cohisXess reliable since the
number mentioned is more than the ruler of Tunidatoecruit in such short time. In addition, comiag

this expedition, Gazavét tends to distort factst Fstance, while Sandoval gives numbers for the
captured vessels (Sandoval, Il, p. 543) backedbeydtter of the emperor himself (Sandoval, 1l, p#3-

4.), Gazavat claims that Khayr al-Din had alreadgtdmperial fleets back to Constantinople. He was
afraid to lose them. “Kim bildlin, biey olursa ad muz padih donanmasi zayi’ etng ¢ kar. Ho hakir-i

plr taksir devlete on o kadar donanma yapacak rdabeydim, amméa heman eyusi gitdugidir”.
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he borrowed from Charles; but they did not appear claiming religggagses for such
behaviour even though they had taken the money willitijidasan was not the perfect
ally. He could not provide an efficient armed force for the ingbearmy. Out of the
reduced number he could provide, there would remain only 12 or 15 at the end of the
war**® Yet, despite his failure to provide soldiers, his contribution waisigedor the
imperial campaign. lllescas enthusiastically addresses taseifulness. He was grateful
to his knowledge on the quality of the land, forces of the city, vaglts cisterns which
was so dear to the ill-provisioned imperial army. Furthermore, Mddésan helped in
constructing a military strategy. He advised the imperialsit@ft olive groves in order
to refrain from an ambush. He then guessed that Barbarossa woeldgrefpen battle
and to leave the city in his rearguard instead of acceptingethe within the city walls.
He would put his Moorish troops in the vanguard, while he and his caresfarould
wait behind them. Hence, in case of an easy defeat in thérfe@sthe corsair would be
able to leave the field immediatéel/.

In the first three days of July, there was not much fightingth@ imperial side,
it was realised that skirmishes were nothing but the lossefand resources. The main
target was the fortifications of La Goletta. Thus, there wefg works of trenches and

bastions*3®

Since there was nothing but sand in the region, there were alkerfurt
problems of raw materials for the construction. The construction vieutéalised with

timber; yet even for that there was the necessity of serghiigys 20 miles away.

Furthermore, neither did he lose remaining 20 skipse he also sent them to Algie@azavat,p. 209,
fos. 323b-324a.

435 sandoval, 11, pp. 528, 530.

43¢ sandoval, 11, p.244.

3" |llescas Jornada de Carlos a Tunez.

438 sandoval, 11, p. 529.
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Surely, corsairs did not consent to the pacific attitude of therialipe They should
attack and try to impede construction, so they did. Yet, there wasugdt success on
their side; and the casualty would be less unless the impeaksfteft their places so
eagerly*®

On the 4" July, due to the lack of provisions for horses, the Emperor ordiezed
Duke of Alba to escort them. Having been informed, corsairs decidetlatk @ince
there would be fewer soldiers for the defences. What wa$olkegeate for the imperials
was the constant eagerness of the imperial soldiers for |enagimglefensive formation.
Having seen corsairs out of La Goletta, they responded to the challeegesudeeeded
to drive corsairs until the fortress. There was fierce steugghe imperials finally
decided to retreat since the casualties were considerablenurhber of casualties
would increase during the abortive retr&t.

On 8" July, the consul of war decided to present the most serious préiem
the imperial army. Corsairs could successfully send forces andsiomovwo La Goletta
from Tunis through the canal and this should be hindered. It was decidelditing the
night, an investigation should be done near the canal in order to understanbetieer
it would be possible to sail small shiff$.If they succeeded in such an operation, it
would be a great blow to the corsair efficiency. Not only would theeyleprived from
provisions; but also would it not be possible for them to retreatysaf case of La

Goletta’s fall**? However, this plan was not execuféd.

3% sandoval, II, p. 530.
440 sandoval, Il, pp. 531-2.
! sandoval, II, p. 534.
2 gandoval, Il, p. 535.
43 3andoval, Il, p. 537.

125



On July 10, another spy was sent to Goletta and Tunis in order toestéuuc
renegades in La Goletta and Moors in Tunis. Yet he shared theofatas
predecessdt:* 4 ships arrived from Sardinia with provisions; however, these would not
even suffice for the noblé§> On July 12, Barbarossa attacked a watchtower at the
control of the imperials since he was informed at the weak isitutitere. However, his
forces had to retire before attacking when they saw the agprad the
reinforcement§?°

Finally, the decisive hour had come. At the dawn of July 14, prepasatiad
started for a decisive assault. Charles and Louis of Portugalsaddréhe soldiers with
encouraging speeches. Land forces were divided into squadrons backedldrjes.

447
a

There were 20 pieces of artillery with the Spaniards includioglebrina™" which was

more than 27-feet large. Italians would attack with 16 pieces. Tesea small trench
in front of the imperial tent in which were situated 1.000 harquebusiersler to check
the possible arrival of the reinforcements from Tffis.
The navy was also divided into squadrons. Andrea Doria was bombarding the
tower, the new walls and the batteries of the coasts, whilenidrgyrsino commanded

449
S

tother galleys.” Emperor ordered Garcia de Toledo and Alvaro Bazan to go tafee

of Carthage with 24 galleys in order to protect the rearguatuecdmy?>° After hours

of bombardment and firing 4000 cannon bullé®,at two o’clock?** De Vasto and

44 3andoval, Il, p. 535

45 sandoval, II, p. 536.

¢ sandoval, II, p. 537.

447 A large piece of artillery.

48 sandoval, II, p. 539.

9 sandoval, II, p. 539.

450 sandoval, Il, pp. 539-40.

“!sandoval, Il, p. 540.

452«Two hours more than noon”, Sandoval, II, p. 541
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Doria decided that the time had come. By that time, Bazan atsdve® messengers to
the emperor indicating that the batteries of the navy hadtedlisevere damage on the
walls such that it would be possible to penetrate inside. Witlpéh@ission granted,
both land forces and those of sea had conducted a final assault to ifdrttess
could not resist, due to the newly opened cracks in the walls. Yetgdatreson
commander Sinan Re’ls with some of his men was able to withtvaitwnis in
brigantines through the lake®

There was not much to plunder for soldiers. Nonetheless, there wakes;
imperial army had acquired 400 pieces of artillery and greauatof gunpowder, all
essential for the expedition. In addition, 42 galleys, 44 galeotas, bngaratnd fustas
with a further 27 round sails were seized in the c&al.

After the victory, there were talks of retreat in the imgdecamp. Since La
Goletta was seized including Barbarossa’s ships; his power had doeiled, his
reputation reduced and thus the coastal security ensured. Withdrasva plausible
option due to the miserable condition of the army. Supply problems haasalbeen
indicated. In addition, there was a considerable number of ill saldiaes number of
infantry will not suffice given the lack of crossbows and Christamalry were not
strong enough to challenge 20.000 Arab cavalry with good horses. Thesetalks
among Charles’ officers: What were the chances of an army of 23.000 agamstlsig
city and 80.000 enemies? Furthermore, the heat and the consequent dhersitiver

problems. The possibility of Barbarossa having poisoned the emli®utewas also

“>33andoval, Il, p. 542.
44 Sandoval, |1, p. 543.
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considered® On the other side of the conflict, Barbarossa stood firm; he neas
planning to retreat without losing a battle. If Emperor wanted rinaie La Goletta, he
should pay the price; Barbarossa’'s plan would be to deprive theiainpemy of
provisions®>®
Charles insisted on the march to Tunis. The fortress in La Golagaeduced to
a minor one in order to be able to defend it with fewer sol&#é&ndrea Doria and the
navy remained in the port. Their task was the continuation of the supply provfsion.
On 18" July, the signal for departure was given; however, it would be postponed
due to the unrest among the soldiers suffering from the lack ofspyosi The emperor
ordered Andrea Doria to supply the soldiers with water and bread lis ship§>®
Finally, the march started on ®2Quly. The imperial commanders were diligent on the
order of the march. The army was exhausted and there was onlyrspna gt they
could rely concerning the topography of the area: the formeratilBunis. In the front
of the army, there were two battalions of Spanish veterans fedy;3t 4.000 soldiers
each. In the right wing, near the lagoon, the commander wawitiee of Salerno. In
the left wing, through the olive groves, Del Vasto was commandingsd two wings
were forced in prolonged formation since the land was stretchedhdrgeiebusiers
were situated in the vanguard. Between two wings, the Emperor hagpdett in order
to put 12 pieces of artillery. In front of these battalions, thedsguaof the “man of the

court”, 350 cavalries, with the imperial standard under the commandasfeS V was

%5 sandoval, Il, p. 545; lllescagornada de Carlos a Tunett.should be noted that these numbers are
exaggerated.

¢ sandoval, II, p. 544.

7 sandoval, II, p. 546.

8 sandoval, II, p. 556.

“®sandoval, Il, p. 546.

%0 sandoval distinguishes Spanish squadronsegesandbisofios old and new.
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marching. In front of the right wing there was situated c. 1Bt Icavalry for their
protection. An easy attack from the lagoon could be perilous for that Behind these
two battalions, there was another battalion of c. 6000 Germans irfaimoation unlike
other battalions. Thus, they would be able to protect the back ofrthe Behind this,
there was the army train and “unnecessary people of the &fh#tirthermore, through
the olive groves Marquis of Mondéjar was commanding ja0€tes*®* and between
these jinetes and the army train, there were pieces of hand artillery. The
“inexperienced®®® Spanish infantry was protecting the rearguard in two squadrons
under the command of Cervellén, and de Grado. Duke of Alba was also acgargpan
them with 200 spearmen. Former ruler of Tunis was accompan\grayithy train since
he did not want to expose himself to peril. The marines were excliuded the
expedition since they chose to plunder rather than fight, at thedinh@ Goletta’s
fall.**4

They advanced 5 miles without encountering the erf@mylhe distance
between La Goletta and Tunis was 12 miles and there were noo$igiager until the
wells on the eighth mile were reacH&dBarbarossa in order to jeopardize their march
decided to take the field against the forces of the emperorebtdfey can reach the
wells. It appears that, it was clever to do so. First of all, Barbavessaot willing to be
stuck inside the city walls and risk everything. That is whyhhd fortified La Goletta

and remained in Tunis and later left Tunis at a time when tlperial army was

81 sandoval, II, p. 547.

52 A type of cavalry.

53 The word used here is “bisofio”.
%4 sandoval, II, p. 547.

%> 3sandoval, Il, p. 548.

4%® sandoval, II, p. 556.
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marching towards the city. In addition to that, given the fatigue lamdack of water
from which the enemy was suffering, such a stratagem would maleory not only
possible, but also decisive. In case of the failure, the imperial army coldager hope
for the relief of Tunis.

Finally, they were able to reach the wells before the iraparmy. At that point,
Barbarossa stationed his men one mile in front of the wells, gxg&charles’ reaction.
In the front line, he situated his infantry, all armed in harquebushichvwe had all his
hopes with 12 pieces of artilleld’’ He situated cavalry forces on both sides. Unskilled
soldiers would remain in the vanguard. He was optimistic givesupply problems of
the army and the fatigue because of the hot and dry wé&ihdoreover, he either
blinded or poisoned the well&

The imperial army also took the field. Along the lagoon, in thietngng, there
were the forces of Salerno. Behind them were there the pikemen thl®raipore and
near them a German battalion. Left wing was still held ey \asto accompanied by
jinetes In between these wings, there laid the artillery and aroundeitirhperial
standard was being carried. Inexperienced Spanish troops and thefAlka with the
spearmen were in the rearguafd.

When the battle commenced, it became obvious that the imperi@rarilas
very efficient. Barbarossa had no choice but to attack, sineagtnot possible to
remain in defence. Yet, this attack was repulsed by the ingpeFRarthermore, the

Moorish cavalry tried to outflank the imperial army by reachimg vanguard through

67 sandoval numbered them 9.000. Sandoval, Il, p. 550
%8 sandoval, 11, p. 550.
4 sandoval, II, p. 551.
4 Sandoval, Il, p. 549.

130



the olive groves; however, “inexperienced” Spaniards resisted thkay Withdrew
turning their back and the harquebus fire was costly. Barbaaosishis captains tried to
prevent the flight unsuccessfully. The defeat was cetfain.

At that time back in Tunis, two renegades named Francisco de Ivieded
Vicente de Catard/¥’ opened the gates of the dungeons of the tower which hosted 6.000
Christians, provoking them against Barbarossa, claiming that helesmasing to bury

them alive?”

Prisoners succeeded in gaining the control of the tower. Ondewee
was lost, Barbarossa felt his position very insecure and demdedve the city to its
fate?’* Furthermore, he had lost most of his local contingents after atie$® He
parted for Bona with the remaining of his soldiers and his lieuter@imszn, Ayd n and
Cafer*’®

On the next morning, imperial army started to march in formatioce sthey
were not aware of the corsair’s retreat. The people of Tanighe other hand, had no
other option but to negotiate in order to prevent the sack of theTtigy supplicated

from the emperor that for two hours no one enter the town and thhgrudre offered

50.000doblas to prevent the sack. Yet, the soldiers proved much more influantal

"I sandoval, II, p. 551.

472 pccording to lllescas, his name was Francisco i@athlescas Jornada de Carlos a Tunez.

473 According to Sandoval, such an offer was actuatiysidered by the corsairs since their number
exceeding 20000 was threatening due to the pasgitof a revolt as the imperial armies were
approaching to the city. Yet, Sinan Re’ls preverttesl attempt by inducing Barbarossa to put them in
dungeons. This way, in case of defeat, it woulgbssible to burn them. Sandoval, Il, p. 552.

47 Sandoval, II, p. 553. “Hayrid-Din Pa giriisiin 6zleyiib dénicek meger hisarda habs ofaiikki
kafirler bir tarik ile habsden banib hisarda olan mislimanlar k rub hisar zabibillapus n Hayri'd-
Din Paa yuzine kapayub top ve tiifenge tutub hiséra yoheeliler.” Litfi Pa a, p. 356.

475 sandoval records that there remained 12.000 iryfaamtd 3.000 cavalry from 100.000 soldiers. Even
though the numbers are exaggerated, still they dvaldmonstrate the extent. Sandoval, I, p. 552.
Hammer had already indicated desertion of locatingants before the battle. According to him, 2.500
Arab cavalry had deserted Barbarossa’s army. Hapher. 148.

478 sandoval records them more than 7.000. See Sandhva 553. lllescas also gave the number of
7000. See lllescaslornada de Carlos a Tune¥Xet according to a letter of Charles V addressed to
Marquis de Cafiete, viceroy of Navarre, 25 July 158&ir number is four or five thousand. SandoMal,

p. 556.
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gained the permission for the sack of the city, something tbesidered their natural
right and prize after such a tiring expedition. Imperial aemtered the city on 2Uuly;
they succeeded where St. Louis of France had failed 265 yeafé’ age city was
sacked brutally in which the famous library of Moulay Hasan was also burnt down.

On 6" August, Charles concluded an agreement whose conditions were harsh
with Moulay Hasan. According to this, the king of Tunis would cede higirtege
rights over the cities of Bona, Bizerta, Africa and others Wete once ruled by his
dynasty to the emperor. This clause is strictly importamtesit shows the emperor’s
growing ambition for the continuation of expansion in North Africa. Taleutation
should be that this cession of legal rights would legitimize furBpmanish expansion
against the afore-mentioned cities which were occupied by cardaimthermore,
Moulay Hasan would cede La Goletta, realizing his weakness indiefgit. The ruler
of Tunis and their successors should not welcome the enemies ohpleeoe and his
successors neither in their ports in their lands; neither wouldaite®pt Moriscos from
Spain. Also Moulay Hasan would pay the emperor 12.000 golden ducats in two
payments. There were benefits for the Christians in the city after thidigapef an air
of a Crusade. All the Christian slaves in the éft/should be liberated and provided
free passage in order to facilitate their return to Europehdrfuture, neither Moulay
Hasan nor his successors would consent to the capture of slavesdrétemds subject
to the emperor and to his brother Ferdinand. The existence of chuxchéd be

allowed and Christians could perform their religion in a pacific way. There also

4" Sandoval, Il, pp. 553-5.
4’8 Their number was 16.000. Sandoval, II, p. 555.
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other clauses of secondary importance regulating the situatioristi@ns in Tunis and
their rights of trade’”

Khayr al-Din’s retreat was further molested by the localdita who were aware
of the fact that corsairs were carrying precious goods inwsgon?® They succeeded
to rob “a good part” of the wagon that was left behind, killing 400 aar$airthermore,
the famous corsair Ayd n Re’is who was wounded from his leg dieth@nvay of

retreat’®?

Finally, corsairs had succeeded in reaching to Bona wherel&fleetaof 14
galleys were left® Even though an imperial fleet of 15 galleys followed and reached
corsairs, their commanders Adan Centurion and Joanin Doria hegiatgthck and
withdrew?**® Andrea Doria was sent after him later; yet he could not @#charossa.
Instead what he achieved was the surrender of Bona in whidhtlemed a garrison of
600 Spanish soldief&?

The imperials then decided to return to Europe. Barbarossa hagedietyould
not be possible to chase him. Charles also insisted that it wasastesuitable time.
With the reputation of victory, such an expedition should be undertakensagai
defeated and fleeing enemy. Yet, there were impediments whiatntperor wrote to

Marquis de Cafiet®> The summer was ending and campaigning season was almost

over. Furthermore, the navigation between Tunis and Algiers was dmalgthus the

" Sandoval, Il, 559-61.

80 According to Gazavat, Khayr al-Din was carryin§0.000akcewhen he fled from TunisGazavat,
p. 211, fol. 328b.

“81 sandoval, 11, p. 553. “Cachidiablo” in the texfews to Ayd n Re'fs.

82 gandoval, II, p. 502.

83 3andoval, II, p. 559.

84 Sandoval, II, p. 563.

8> sandoval, Il, p. 562, "Letter of Charles V to Maisjde Cafiete dated 16 August 1535”.
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risks were high. Charles was more prudent than he would be in*¥5Ktbreover,
soldiers were tired and their number was reduced as a resldatifs and injuries. The

heat was insupportable, and the problem of supplies was worsenetieviitesence of

the newly-freed Christian slaves. On the other hand, Barbarossa was doomed and he was
calculated to have no more than 28 galleys in his Arthey believe that it would

take some time for him to strike again; not necessarily &cocalculation. In another

letter addressed to the council arehidor*®®

of Ubeda, emperor gives the similar
reasons for the withdrawal: the lack of supplies, the fatiguleeofroops, fever, the hard
task of feeding the great number of freed Christian captiveshendeted for repair in
the navy'®®

The Tunisian expedition proved the intentions and plans of the emperor on the
region. It was already demonstrated how he was distracted witbp&an affairs:
Incessant warfare with France, threatening Ottoman aggrnessligious disputes in the
heart of his empire. However, it should not be concluded that he wasteratsted in
North African politics. This alone can be proven by the fact tieapersonally led an
expedition from which his advisors tried to dissuade him. Yet, hestéas on

undertaking such an operation that was considered by Kamemmtise impressive

military expedition that Christian powers had organized in thg lastory of Western

88 Charles did risk an expedition after the campaigrieason was over which resulted in total disaster
for the imperial forces. Ironically, it was agaitisé corsairs: Algerian expedition of 1541.

“87 According to this Barbarossa had only 15 galléwy he brought from Bona with 11 in Algiers in 2 in
Djerbe. Sandoval, Il, p. 563.

“88 Town councilor.

89 Marfa Josefa Parejo Delgado, “La Politica Medirer de Carlos | y Felipe Il en la Documentacion
Municipal Ubetense”, irEl Mediterraneo: Hechos de Relevancia Historicdisli y sus repercussiones
en Espafia, V Jornadas Nacionales de Historia Mil{taevilla, 9-12 de Mayo 1995)lir. Alberto Diaz
Tejera (Sevilla, 1997), pp. 530.
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Mediterranean®* Furthermore, the agreement between the emperor and the Moulay
Hasan was not the only proof of emperor’s unrealised intentions befimg Spanish
expansion in the region. In a letter, after describing the importinite city of Africa
in the region, emperor was complaining that it will not be posdiblandertake an
enterprise in that summer. Nevertheless, he clearly indicates his intentidresaity **
However, there were other issues. Bells were ringing for éxé nound in the
Habsburg-Valois rivalry following the death of the last of ther&s, and the emperor
would not be able to contemplate another move in the region until 1541. Gkisfla
continuity in the North African politics would jeopardize the secunityhe Habsburg

coastg’®?

Corsairs were expulsed from a base where they would be algdacto Italian
coasts very easily. Furthermore, after the capture of Lat@othae fleet of Barbarossa
was also captured by the imperials. The expedition was a relief for Tunits andacess
could not be underestimated. Even after the conquest of La Géd¢tapne that of
Tunis, there were some who believed that this damage would sufficer&airs. Even
though this might have been caused by the lack of enthusiasm forrihgthbe
expedition in such heat with problems of supply; still it reflébts truth. Yet, in the
greater picture, the equilibrium in the Western Mediterranean hachaoged. Corsairs
started their operations as soon as they returned to Algiers la@dvigditerranean

coasts remained once again exposed to their raids and more tharto ethegir

vengeance?*??

49 Kamen,Imperio,p. 96.

491 sandoval, II, “Letter of Charles V to Marquis defete dated the last day of August 1535, p. 566.
492 Betran, pp. 93-4.

493 Brandi, p. 358. Also, see Betran, p. 95.
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However, at least, the corsair towards Tunis was successtuitgined and the

status-quo antestablished.
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“Yo navegué ocho veces por el Mediterraneo”

Charles Quint, 1555, Brussels

CONCLUSION

The Place of Corsairs in the Ottoman-Habsburg Rivalry:

It is not easy to demonstrate the extent of the damage done hyr<arsd more
important, how they were perceived such that they would affect ttisiaemaking
process for both empires.

At a time when the European powers were confronting each other, aiidt c
the effect of the petty state of Ottoman corsairs be in Ndriba® Fernando of Aragon
had not paid too much attention to the issue due to his engagementspedtupolitics
mostly based on the rivalry on the fragmented Italy. Charlesyatasiore vigilant at the
beginning. Jimenez had already launched an expedition against Aldiers corsairs
succeeded to take the city. Even though both expeditions to Algi@s16 and 1519
failed; Spanish contingents succeeded to slay Arudj after expuisisgirs from the
allied town of Tlemsen. Yet, these moves did not prove decisive amdf'@\brother
would continue to cause problems for the Habsburg dominions.

There are two questions that might be asked at this point. Whalhevastent of
the damage done to the Habsburgs? And to what extent did Charlesras@dvisers

consider corsairs a real threat? Thus what was the Mediterranean poheyewhperor?
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Firstly, it has to be indicated that Charles could not cope withdfisair damage
and failed to contain it. This was mostly due to a lack of progealrforce on behalf of
the Habsburgs. Neither Castille nor Aragon had a standing féa¢ was the reason
why Reconquistavas conducted with land forces instead of trying to inflicitittr to
the vulnerable shores. Even the scouting was conducted with Genoesé gtapsirae.
The dynasty had never developed a sufficient fighting force belfbid; and the
constant shortage of finances would discourage them to do so in tie. fGharles
himself did not refrain from confessing his debility: “Concernihg galleys, | do not
believe that Spain, Naples and Sicily can avoid maintaining thethdonsual vigilace
of their states against Turks and Moriscos —i.e. corsairs-s.thus necessary to have
these galleys armed, not only to repress the incursions of rsprbat also with a
stronger reason, to be always able to repulse the enterprishe &fench.** Had
French not attacked Naples in 1528 with the cooperation of Doria’'s afey
calculating that imperialists could not present a naval confronttCharles did not
have a navy even in 1538-9 when he concluded an alliance with Papacgm@ind
undertake a naval expedition against the Ottoman ErfiBiMNeither were there regional
fleets if excluding those withasientos a contract between the emperor and the
entrepreneur which indicates certain conditions in exchange for tla oétite ships to
the Habsburgs. Not only Andrea Doria, but also Captain-Generals Sjptrash fleet,
like Portuondo and Bazan, were some sort of acesmlottieri rather than simple
military officials.

An important change would take place in 1528, when Andrea Doria haédshift

494 Jurien de la Graviérées Corsaires Barbaresques et la Marine de Solikea@rand(Paris, 1887), p.
140.
49 Belenguer, p. 144.
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from French side to that of imperialists. The details of #éiseento were already
explained® Doria’s effect could not be underestimated since after thenemroement
of this alliance, Habsburgs’ naval operations would extend until thea#drbea.
Charles in his political testimony did not forget to addressabigei According to him,
importance of the Genoese ships cannot be denied. He wrote to hieligartRat he
had not “the intention of seizing Genoa neither for the time beingribe future. You
—i.e. Felipe II- should at that time make sure that the cityssti@voted to you... to
advise you at the cost of your money whatever it costs, to pretfsvgalleys of
Genoa.*’

Even though the efficiency of the imperial response was enharteed 528, so
did the power of the corsairs. In 1529, Khayr al-Din was able to congeeBganish
presidioin Algiers and consolidate its power in the region. Imperialisiald respond
with an abysmal expedition. Doria was not less clever tharartabndottieriand he
was not willing to risk a direct confrontation unless he had to. le oha total victory,
there would be no need for his forces and a furdisesntowould suffer from that fact.
Thus, he launched an expedition to Cherchel where he did not even lootosquer
the inner castle but to release Christian slaves in the atyut8 also recorded that
Doria chose to refrain from confronting his adversdfyApart from the lack of a
response, Khayr al-Din was in front of Barcelona in 1532. The defevicéise
Habsburg coasts were still problematic. Thus, even though Doria’s etiopgurovided
a counterbalance to some extent, it was not decisive in the struggle.

Yet, still his importance is also blatant for his deeds weeeréason behind the

49 See Chapter 2.
497 Graviére, p. 140.
4% Sanuto, LIV, p. 486.
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alliance between Algiers and Constantinople. As a result ahtneasing activity of the
imperial fleet under the command of Andrea Doria and the conquesirof GOttoman

decision-makers felt the obligation to call Khayr al-Din to thei@l and promote a
simple corsair to a rank of considerable prominence.

Charles in his political testimony also addressed the issueomsiaics as
mentioned before. “The usual vigilance of their states —i.e. of Spaily, &d Naples-
against the Turks and Moriscos” was a hard task. Also from hrsigtisins to his agent
for Tunis in 1535, his perception of the threat can be outlined. Accordingeto t
mightiest power in the Catholic world, the power of Khayr al-Dioreéased “as a
subject of the Turk -i.e. Ottoman Sultan- sent by him with the madvgh he leads as
his Grand-Admiral” and because of “the intelligence which he Wwah the French
king”.**° Furthermore, the expedition of Tunis itself proves the extenthkaEmperor
perceives a threat from the corsairs. True it might be tiletEmperor neglected to
address the issue for two decades; yet it was due to thindadtis resources could not
match the responsibilities that his titles brought. Charles dvagged into European
politics for more than a decade and the only thing he could do taicdhe corsair
threat was to conduct diplomatic manoeuvres and suffer fromtdtifnaval expeditions
in the region. Yet, in thenterim of European wars, as soon as he felt his hands free, he
insisted on launching an expedition which he would lead personally. Aogaiaihim,
corsairs that were backed by Constantinople became a more Shmeatthan ever
especially after the conquest of Tunis. According to him, entalesBurg shores in the
Mediterranean Sea from Messina to Gibraltar would be undetthiieat, if some

precautions were not introduced. If Khayr al-Din was allowed to catagelihis control

49 sandoval, Il, pp. 480-1
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over the city, he would be able to further this conquest to the &tditd Africa. In this
case, Spanispresidics would not suffice to contain such a thré4t.

A more vigilant eye, that of the Empress, could observe the situation better, since
she was the one in charge of the Iberian kingdoms at the abseheeEhperor. She
supplicated to her husband to “pay great attention to the danger ofethis évat took
place in Africa, the kingdoms of Granada and Valencia, Andalusiasts and islands
of Mallorca and Ibiza and to the immense expenditure that is s@gesven for a less
than mediocre provisioning of these lands.” Likewise, she was inducirigntiperor to
undertake an offensive attack since this would cost less thamgreaspecial fleet in
order to protect the afore-mentioned laftsThe response of the Emperor should be
negative, given both the international situation of the time and theeec@sof another
letter of the Empress addressing the same issue, dated 5 ntatethsl4th April
1530°%? After informing Charles about the preparations of Barbarossdgiera, she
insisted on the necessity of taking steps for the defence oh Mdrican presidics
which were suffering from “brief provision and shelter” and rigx@d prone to corsair
attacks.

Existence of the Moriscos in Spain created another problem foetheity of
these coasts. It had already been indicated that treléMibriscos from the region were
the driving power behind the corsair activities in the region. Alsmsd who remained

in the Peninsula did not forget their co-religionists. The levehisf ¢tooperation has

*0 sandoval, II, p. 487.

%1 According to the letter of Empress following theath of Captain General Portundo after his defeat
against Ayd n Re'fs, dated #@ecember 1529. Ernest Belengugel Oro al Oropel: I. La Hegemonia
Hispanica en EuropaBarcelona, 1997), pp. 65-6.

92 BelenguerPel oro al Oropelp. 66.
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already been discussed by Andrew H83&he fifth column of the Ottoman Empire in
the region would create problems for the Iberian kingdoms through outxteensh
century. Corsairs’ cooperation with the local population was evidecg shese corsairs
not only ravaging the Iberian coasts, but also transporting Morisdbg tNorth Africa.
In Gazavatalso, there are several indications of this cooperatfoit explicitly
describes the conditions under which Moriscos were living in the Peajnguls
depicting the task of their transportation as an act of auspites.

The preoccupations of the people residing in these shores can be aifp@ss w
on how the corsair threat was perceived. For instance, the peopdedbTadmonished
the emperor on the corsair threat. According to them, the fromtidgirsee kingdom of
Granada were ill-provisioned in terms of soldiers who were badhiyoured and
insufficiently paid. It would be wise to solve this problem sincergeent fall of two
fortresses in the region demonstrated the nece¥¥itjhe interesting point here is that
the effects of the corsary had been felt even in a city Téedo, remote from the
coastal frontiers.

Charles sufficed to present an unrealistic solution. 50 galldy®evbuilt which
would guard the coastline. Each port in the region would construdtey ga its own

cost and such a power would ensure the security. This alone denem#tehardness

%3 Hess, “The Moriscos”, pp. 1-25.

%4 For instanceGazavatp. 67, fol. 45b; p. 78, fol. 66b ff.

*% For instance, consider the tone of the followiragration. “spanya yakas nda K rnata nam mabhalle
varub bir burun uc nda pinhan olub yatd lar. Ol nata didikleri tada Enddllsler olurd . Endulis
didigimuz ol t&’'ifedur ki ashab- Resdlu’llah varub ol yirideth eylediklerinde canlar isteyen immet-i
Muhammedden vafir Masliman kalmidi. Sonra kéfirler furce bulub tekrar Musliméaneghden
alm lar idi. Mescidlerin y kub yirine kelisalar yaprtar idi. MUslimanlar n tabi’ olanlar n haraca kesiib
olmayanlar katl eylediler rahmeti’'llahi ‘aleyhiPAndan yeralt nda mescidler yapub gizlice namézik lu
‘ibadet iderler idi ve olanc klar na Kur'an ta’lim idib gizlice okudurladii ev k zlar olsa cebren ve
kahren kéfirleri alurd ,slam coalmas n diyu birbirlerine virmezlerdi. Ve namazddlar n ve Kur'an
okuduklar n ve oruc¢ tutduklar n bilseler aman zemémeyib orda yakarlard .Gazavat,p. 67, fols.
44b-45a.

% sandoval, II, p. 154.

142



of the task of coastal defence. 50 galleys should not be consideredggem®tion on
behalf of the emperor in order to soothe the worries of the local gtapul Also, in
1530, Sanuto recorded thagantiluomoconcluded that the emperor should put at least
40 galleys together in order to provide that his subjects will bendefe against
infidels>®” Yet such an enterprise was far beyond the resources of the Empeltr
provide. 13 months later, Sanuto would record that Sinan Re’is would deanake
himself the “Master of the Seas” since there was not a strong navy to oppoSe hi

Yet, Iberian coasts were not the only province that suffered froreaicor
aggression. Habsburg dominions in South Italy would also be under the seveair
threat. Bono had also indicated the defence precautions in South gaahstathese
attacks’® Additionally, it had been indicated that corsair existencetinisTwould be
considered to create further problems for the region. Corsary couldenobntained
before 1534 either. On his way to Tunis, Barbarossa did not hesitatedestake
corsary in the region as described befdfelhe viceroys of Naples and Sicily were not
more successful than their colleagues in the Iberian Penirgdeding the containment
of the corsair threat. Yet, the limits of the corsair threatewalso extended to further
North. Neither Tyrrhenian nor Ligurian coasts were immune tcsatorthreats.
According to Guglielmotti, “every sailor could see with his ogyes the desolation of
the Iberian, French and ltalian coasts by the pertinacious infestatf the thieves®™*

The corsair ships in 1534, did not only ravage the southern coastdsb@ppeared in

7 Sanuto, LII, p. 477.

% Sanuto, LV, p. 206.

*9Bono, p. 193-217.

*10 cited by Bono, p. 140pp. 140-2.

*1 A, Guglielmotti, Storia della Marina Pontificia,lll (Roma, 1886-1893), p. 191. For corsary in
Tyrrhenian Sea in 1526, see Guglielmqiti277. Both cited by Bono, p. 140.
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the mouth of Tiber. They were now a serious threat for Rome. MareAyd n Re’ls
succeeded to defeat and kill the Captain-General of the Spdeeth Rodrigo de
Portundo in 1529 in the Ligurian Sea. The fleet had recently disembéaudkétirtperor
to Genoa which would be coronated by the Pope in Bologna. This saggesst such
an important fleet also proves that corsairs extended theirtestivo this important
area. Graviére is not more optimistic concerning the genarakfvork: “This successor
of Caesars —i.e. Charles V- proves himself incapable of protdusnigereditary states
against the depredations of a bandit's martiéMoreover, according to Bennassar and
Vincent, “the naval links between Spain and ltaly, evidently esseesakcially the
route between Barcelona and Genoa was sometimes jeopardized arthg
corsairs™*?In this case, it should also be added that, the route between Baragtbna
Genoa was extremely important for communications in Charles’remphis was the
route which Charles had always chosen for his transportation yo Hehce, if it is
presumed that as the geographical centre of Charles V’'s Engamnmemunication
between Habsburg dominions in Spain, Italy and Central Europe can only be secured via
this naval routé** we may prove “the increasing political importance of thepseeer
of the corsairs®®

The account of Sandoval also reflects the pessimistic perceytithe corsair
threat and its aggravation after the promotion of Khayr al-Dimd®azal records the
conversation between Khayr al-Din and the Ottoman Sultan in Constaletion the

future strategies of the Ottoman naval forces. First, he adflgtion to the potential

2 Graviére, p. 27.

13 Bartolomé Bennassar and Bernard Vincéet,Temps de I'Espagne : %XVII° siécles(Paris, 1999),
p. 123.

> Bennassar and Vincemt, 123.

°15 pfeffermann, p. 120.
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contribution of the corsair to the Ottoman power since he was aalre Spanish
coasts and defences. Moreover, his knowledge on the political situatitedy and
North Africa was another factor. Sandoval records Khayr al-Dipsech. The corsair
claimed that if he was adorned with a good navy, he would be able to defegpéhnialim
navy. Furthermore, he would successfully drive the Spaniards ddrtf Africa since
their situation in the region was miserable. After conqueringniSparesidics in Oran,
Bougie and Tripoli and defeating the ruler of Tunis, a Spanighitivould be easy to
undertake an expedition for the re-conquest of the Iberian Peninstilzadsbeen done
by the Almohads before. In addition, a navy of such calibre would eesiyguer
Mediterranean islands like Sicily, Corsica, Sardinia and Mallo©nce Sicily is
conquered, Genoa will die out of starvation as well as oth@rntstates dependent on
Sicilian wheat. Hence, it would be easy for the Ottoman Sultaronquer also the
ltalian Peninsula®®

It is obvious that Sandoval cannot know the details of such a cohwersa
Hence, most of these detailed descriptions were based on the itiwegofahe writer.
It does not have to be the imagination of the same Sandoval giveprttably he
copied the story from another source. Still, it reflects the pesst attitude towards
such cooperation, so that the loss of Italy and Spain was fearede @thér hand, it is

not possible to encounter the traces of such plans in Ottoman sources.

*1® sandoval, II, p. 154.
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Charles’ Mediterranean Policy

Even though he was a prince from Flanders, Charles never megldc
Mediterranean in its political calculations. His vast empi braught him a number of
responsibilities; and his resources were far below the requireel. [&hus, his
indeterminate policies concerning Mediterranean and North Afanaat prove that he
relegated the issue to a secondary importance. His rivalnytiae Valois had occupied
his forces throughout the third decade of the century. However, the yszam that the
first round of this rivalry was over, Ottoman armies were dggsg the traditional
Habsburg capital, Vienna. Hence, Charles was always busy wittndghe immediate
threat. He had to defend his dynasty’s rights over the contestédries like Duchy of
Burgundy and Kingdom of Naples. He had to prevent Valois aggression hhtioeig
northern borders of the nucleus of his empifeMoreover, he had to defend his
grandfather’s capital where he had placed his own kin ashighant. The Empire had
already been suffering from the religious dissidence and thee Istrsicture of
decentralised nature. With the Ottoman armies appearing indfafienna, the fate of
the Christianity, which he had to defend at all costs as its secular leadext, stake.

Thus, it should be accepted North African policy was not considerdgdger
threat than these. However, especially after the consolidation ofdttsairs in the
region finally in 1529, their importance grew ostensibly. The respoiseaal arrive
until Khayr al-Din, now backed by the Ottoman power and prestige, etbtadprovoke
it in 1534. This was because Andrea Doria chose to disengage hisselich as he

could since doing otherwise would hurt his own business. As long as the threat remained

*17«Only my kingdoms of Spain can sustain me”, BelesgEl Imperio de Carlos . 115.
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valid, the Emperor would need him. After all, he was a private @meineur whose
primary aim was to provide himself with goaientosrather than effectively to
suppress the enemy. The emperor, on the other hand, even though he washied
discouraged by his entourage, did not refrain from undertaking a regpadition
against the corsairs in 1535. Charles had always suffered frolacthef money to the
extent that he would lease out his dominions’ future revenuess) in order to finance
his warfare. Did it not this lack of money prevent him from crughvalois despite his
decisive victories? Did he not have to turn down the financial reqaés$tis brother
even at the most troublesome moment of Ottoman menace? Would hent@uiicy
of leasing out revenues not result in the triple bankrupt ofdmd=glipe 11? Hence, why
should he choose to undertake such a colossal expedition that would cesbhmous
amount of money at a time when there was peace in Europe aDttdhean aggression
was temporarily contained? The only logical explanation would be Gterles
considered the threat one of primary importance.

Habsburgs had to face a multi-faceted diplomatic manoeuvrirftgisikteenth
century. Apart from the mentioned struggles, the family hadastical interests
throughout the whole Europe. Thanks to a cunning diplomacy based on mathages,
family would reach its climax of its expansion. The queen of &yl Catherine of
Aragon was the aunt of Charles. Charles’ sister, Mary of Hyngas the wife of the
last Hungarian king, while the other one, Isabella was the queen ohlyobDenmark;
but also all three Baltic states for a period of time. LeonorGatdlina would be sent to
the Portuguese palace. As a result of these marriages, tkeeeother issues to be

settled. First of all, there was a strong Habsburg claim on Hungary. Tlogiésst of the
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kingdom was a Habsburg, as the last member of the dynasty avaedrnto emperor’s
brother. Furthermore, Ferdinand had been elected to the crown by soms. noble
Habsburgs’ interest in the area was blatant even in the timdtaximilian since he
actually was the one who arranged afore-mentioned marrigggsCharles could not
even come to the relief of Vienna, let alone support his brotherdobithe throne.
Secondly, King of England did not only turn against his old ally, but désided to
divorce from the emperor’s aunt, Catherine of Aragon. The only thivagl€s could do
was to pressurize Pope from releasing the permission fantndment of the marriage.
Thirdly, Charles also failed to help his brother-in-l&ristian 1l (r. 1513-1523)This
ambitious king had reunited the entire Baltic lands in 1520 for thetiime since 1387.
Yet, his success was short-lived since he would be deposed 3atearsle had to ask
for help from the Habsburgs. He even renounced ProtestangsntClyarles could not
do anything due to his busy agenda. Neither would he take any adtem Christian
would be deceived and incarcerated by his adversaries in 1531. Vrdleatbtime,
Isabella was already dead; however legal rights of thedrem| thus of the members of
the imperial family had been usurped. In 1533, when Frederick | of kolstel523-
1533) was dead, it was Dorotea, the nephew of the Emperor, whtheveegal heir to
the throne. Emperor had no response, since as his prime minigey ih@tas not worth
the pain*®

Graviere may have exaggerated when considering the destruction obAlgie
premier devoirof the emperot'® However, at least it was one of them. Hence, our

conclusion should be that even though the issue of corsairs were not cahsidereat

>18 BelenguerEl Imperio de Carlos \f. 386.
19 Graviére, p. 27.
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as immediate as that of the Ottomans and of the Valois; howewess not exactly
relegated into a second plan. The dynasty had imperial isflugger Europe; even the
remote and insignificant small-principality of Moscow had correspocelevith the
emperor?® Yet, even under these circumstances, Charles chose to respond to the call for

help from the ruler of Tlemsen; something he did not do for Christian II.

20 BelenguerEl Imperio de Carlos Vp. 395.
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